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Continue From Last issue

Vidya-Avidya

‘Avidya’, i.e. non-knowl-
edgeable, is another name of
‘indulgence in actions, particu-
larly the bad ones. With the help
of this type of knowledge, we
can refrain from doing such
actions and, thus, can leave
aside the fear of death, or
swim across it. Vidya, on the
other hand, is the knowledge of
reality and, thus, the means to
gain salvation, through abs-
olvement from indulgence in
actions. The Philosophy of
Yoga defines Avidya as: ‘To
treat and indulge in perishable,
impure, sorrow-producing and
soul-less things, though they
are eternal, pure, pleasure- giv-
ing and having souls, is known
Avidya! By sticking to the path
of Avidya, one becomes devoid
of true knowledge and, thus,
leaves the path of righteous-
ness. He cannot attain Moksha
or Salvation.

Bandha and Moksha

Bandha and Moksha, i.e.
Binding and Salvation, are not
natural, as they are the results
of some causes. As the Souls
know little, according to their
nature, they come into an em-
bryo, take birth, accept the
binding of results of their own
actions, try to absolve them-

Vidya and Moksha

selves from them, as also try
to reach the Supreme Reality,
which is ever- joyous. Only af-
ter realising Him, the soul be-
comes absolved or Mukta.

To say, that Jivatma itself is
Brahma, is a lie, because in
that case that should also have
the same attributes of ‘form-
lessness’, ‘omnipresence’. etc.
Instead, he has res- trictive fea-
tures of Antah karna, Mind, etc.
Therefore these two are differ-
ent and separate entities. The
Omni- present Brahma cannot
become ‘limited’ or ‘covered’ as
also He cannot have attributes
of A vidya and Binding. These
are the attributes of Jivatma
which belong to a limited re-
gion, is devoid of knowldge, and
is circumscribed.

Mukti or Salvation means
absolvement from the sorrows
and griefs. This state can be
attained, by abiding to the
God'’s biddings ; by abstaining
from Avidya, bad associations,
habits, etc., by keeping to the
righteous path; by making
proper prayers, etc., to the God,
as also by practising regularly
in the Yogic exercises, engag-
ing in studies, and labouring
righteously. Without following
this path, and by acting ad-
versely, one gets into ‘Bond-
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age’.
During Salvation:

After getting salvation, a
Jiva remains within Brahma,
and due to His omnipresence
can wander within Him unhin-
dered, always having Real
Knowledge and feeling su-
preme joy. Even in this state,
he has the attributes of Truth,
Desire, Intent, etc. Whatever
he desires, he can enjoy with
his ‘intent’ and ‘will’ only. Such
powers, as remain within Jiva
without salvation, are thought
to be twentyfour ; such as:
Strength, Valiance, Attraction,
Inspiration, Movement, etc.
Even after leaving them aside;
during salvation, he can still
enjoy pleasures. Thus Mukti or
Salvation does not mean to
become Brahmah itself. in-
stead it is to enjoy the plea-
sures while remaining within.
the omnipresent and ever joy-
ous God.

After Salvation:

Souls enter body again, af-
ter Salvation. The period of sal-
vation is equal to the period,
during which this creation is
created and destroyed or dis-
solved 3600 times, and is
called as ‘Mahakalpa’. Even
after knowing the truth that one
has to return to the ‘life’ again
one must try to attain salvation
in the same way as one tries
for a longer life” though he
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knows that ultimately he has to
die.

Four such means of attain-
ing salvation are as follows :.
(i) Satsanga : through which
one knows from the know-
ledgeables about the Five
stages of ‘ascendence’, i.e.
‘Annamaya, Pranamaya, etc, ;
Three stages of A wakening,
Sleeping and Slumber or
Sushupti ; and four kinds of
minute’ body ; (2) Vairagya :
which means adopting the righ-
teous path by knowing all the
aforesaid things; (3) Sixfold
Treasure: Which is Calillness,
restraint, etc ; and (4) Abandon-
ing of all desires other than
Mukti or Salvation.

All this is done for attaining
supreme pleasure and abso-
Ivement from the sorrows. For
this one must follow a. four-fold
path of Listening, Thinking,
Concentrating and Realisation.
Such an attempt he has to
make during several ‘lives’.
‘Swarga’ also means, the ‘state
of pleasure’, which is attained
only after absolving oneself
from the bondage of birth, etc.,
in several attempts.

To be continued........
With thanks : "Flash of Truth"

by Satyakam Verma :
Abridged form of
‘Satyarth Prakash’ by
Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati
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