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Gashti Nishan No. 52 was
promulgated by the Niam’s
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banned on meeting
of any nature, particularly organised
by the majority community of the
state and it was with the intention
to put them as slaves and to make
the state as Islamic one. This
ordinance was called a black
ordinance. The text being in Urdu
is taken from the Gazette.

Political meetings or any meetings
calculated to bearing about political
results should not be held without
the permission of Executive
Council. The E.C. obtain my
sanction before granting such
permissions, otherwise the
conveners of the meeting will be
held responsible in every way,
besides this it will be necessary to
submit previously be way of
mformation the agenda to the EC.of
all the proceedings to be held in the
meeting, which is thus sanctioned,
and until the EC sanction the agenda,
the proceedings shall not be gone

Gashti Nishan No. 53 Again
Gashti Nishan No.53 is
promulgated.. This is an executive
order called Gashti No. 53 of 17th
Dai was promulgated , the following
is taken verbatism from state gazette
the original text being in Urdu:

*Every person desirous of
holding a public meeting shall in
writing intimate his intension, if the
meetings is to be held in the city of
Hyderabad, to the commissioner of
police and in other cases to the
Collector concerned, atleast ten day
prior to the date of the meeting. If
the meeting be not prima-facie
political and if in the opinion of the
commissioner of police or the
collector, there is likelihood of
political results being brought about,
then such person shall be
immediately informed that there is
no necessity of any permission for
holding the meeting, the
commissioner of police or he
collector shall have the power to
send for the rules in force of such
meeting, copies of speeches and list
of the persons convening the
meeting, if there be no sufficient
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reason to send for the list then it will
not be thus sent for, provided the
convener of the meeting being
entirely non political if prima-facie
the meeting is political or itis likely
to bring about political results, then
such person intimating, shall be
informed that permissionof HE.H
the Nizam’'s Government is in
necessary for the meeting and that
without such permission, the
meeting cannot be held, except in
cases where Government have
penmitted the holding of any political
meeting. The President of the
meeting shall be responsible for not
allowing the meeting to assume a
political character, if the
Government thinks it proper to
demand security in any particular
case; then steps would be taken
accordingly '
Sd/-
Deputy Secretary
Home Department

~ Under the rules the meetings
are classified into two kinds,

a) Meeting hat are purely ofa
social, educational, literary, oral,
charitable nature

b) Meeting that are not of the
nature mentioned (a).

Note the negative aspect of
the classification under clause.

b) The definition of Public
meeting under the new regulation is

1} Public meeting means any
meeting in which the public ora part
of the public can participate.

2) Any meeting not
mﬂmﬁmgl!m itis held ina private
place and admission fo is by tickets
or otherwise, can be deemed to be
a public meeting. for meetings
coming under rule : -

a) Permission need not be
awaited unless the convenor
receives information to the contrary.
Information of these meetings
should be given to the authorities
three days prior to the date or the
meeting, on prescribed form. for
meetings under coming rule

a) Permission is absolutely

necessary. The intimation of such
meetings should be given five days
prior to the meeting on a prescribed
form, the Government may at their
discrimination impose any
restrictions they deem necessary on
meetings coming under this rules,
The punishment for the breach
of these rule extends to one month
imprisonment with or without fine
which may extend to Rs. 200/- .

The lopsided policy of the
Nizam’s Government and their
efforts to increase the number of
minority at the expense of majority
was questioned and checked by the
Arya Samaj. Thus, the Nizam’s
Government changed their attitude
towards the Arya Samaj and began
to place a number of impediment .
before it. It grew so much thatesy en
the normal functioning of AnvaSame
become impossible, They fuiled 1
secure the legitimate rights of the
religious worship and practice.

Nizam’s Government began to
impose restrictions on Arya Samaj
preachers. One of the first victim
was Pandit Chandra Bhanu. He
was served a deportation order by
the State on 17th September 1932,
Due to such injustice they began the
constitutional fight with Nizam’s
Government. It was fight between
patience on one side and
persecution on other. They lodged
their protests initially through
resolutions, memorials and
representations. They were finally
driven to utter helplessness and
desperation,

The Nizam's Government would
often bring a last minute ban on the
anniversary celebration planned by
Arya Samaj much in advance. They
were not allowed on most occasions
to go on a procession. When the
grievances of the Aryas increased,
the President Mahatma
Narayanswamy submitted a
memorandum dated 9th August
1934, to his Exalted Highness
seeking his personal and gracious
intervention for the redressing of
Ar}ra Samaj grievances . He

indetailed the role of Arya
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Samaj as universal organization and
decades of its service in the
Nizam's Government. He cited the
services of some of them who
worked as loyal and distinguished
subjects of the Nizam. He lamented
that highly respected and renowned
person like Pandit Ramchandra
Dehlavi was treated so badlv. He
also pointed out that on the death
of Pandit Keshava Rao Koratkar,
a Judge of Hyderabad High Court
of Judicature and pioneer of Arya
Samaj. the Kotwal had served a
notice that only a resolution on the
occasion could be passed but no
speaches were to be delivered.
Therefore it was quite natural that
such an order should provoke
resentment, foster discontent and
produce needless hurt burning. He
urged the Government not to make
any restriction on entry of Arya
Samaj preachers in the state. No
discrimination be made, their
religion, their logical literature may
not be forfeited without proper
enquiry. After long wait a reply from
the Political Member HEH Nizam’s
Government was sent. He wrote

“Tam now desired to inform you
that there is no question of putting
any restriction in the way of the
lollowers ol any religion or sectin
Hyderabad State. HEH Nizam's
Government is and always has been
impartial in the treatment it accords
to its subjects, of whatever religion
or sect or denomination they may
be .... 1 am to add therefore that
there has been no idea of putting the
Arya Samajists in particular under
any special disabilities.”

But the debate between the
Aryas and Nizam's Government
continued as there were many
misgivings on the part of the
Government. Shri Narayan Swami,
Swami Swatantratanand and
Acharya Ramdev came in a
deputation to see for themselves the
conditions in the state. They were
allowed to move freely and address
meetings. But the moment they left
the state all the restriction were
revived with greater vigour.

In 1935, the first Talugdar of
Bidar ruthlessly dealt with Arya
Samaj at Nilanga in Bidar District.
Havan Kund and Samaj Mandir
were desecrated and destroyed.
The Samaj registered its protest
against this sacrilegious action of
Talugdar. Nawab Juloader Jung, the
police Secretary of the State
ordered the Talugdar to reconstruct
the Mandir and the Havan Kund,
spending money from his own
pocket.

But the attitude of the
Government was very stiffened. The
Samaj could not celebrate any
functions, meetings related to death
anniversaries and birth anniversaries,
dates of great personalities, religious
ceremonies, [airs, Nagar Kirtans,
literary activities, conduct schools or
have Havan Kund or unfurl OM
flags. After intensifies endeavors, the
Samaj was permitted to start an
under weekly, Vaidic Adarsh in
1934. But fearless and frank tone
of Pandit Narendra ji in it displeased
the Government and its publication
was stopped by a Government
order in 1935. :

In 1936 at Humnabad- Manik
Nagar, the Arya Samaj had
commenced their preaching work.
A few mussalmans picked up a
quarrel with a “Nagar Kirtan’ party
and there was scuffle and a clash.
The police appeared on the scene
encouraging the mussalmans to
chastise the Aryvans. The two famous
brothers Bansilal and Shyamlal and
Pandit Narendra were arrested. At
Umerga, a worker by name
Ramchandra was found to have a
copy of Satyarth Prakash. It was
seized by police as seditious book.
A great agitation had to be made
after which the Satyarth Prakash
was returned to Ramchandra.

When the circular No. 53 which
forbade all meetings of every
character was issued in 1937, the
Arya Samaj protested against it by
holding celebration without any
prior sanction. That year, an Arya
Samajist, Ved Prakash was

persuaded to accr: t Islam but un
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his stubborn rejection to do so he
was murdered at Gunjoti.

An all India Aryan Conference
was held from 25th to 29th
December in 1938 in Sholapur in
Maharastra. The President of the
session Sri Madhav Sri Hari Annay
addressed the Nawabs and Rajahs
saying that " in today’s world they
need the help of the people to
govern and to hand over the
responsibility to them. “

The Arya Samaj defied the order
of the Government in 1938 that
their permission be sought before a
Havan Kund was constructed
anywhere.

The resentment in the majority
community and the high-handedness
of the Government led to a number
of communal riots in the year 1938.

1. A Gulbarga,in 1938 riots
burst out because a few drops of
colored water soiled the dress of
Masalman during Holi celebration.
Prominent Hindu local leaders were
arrested and sentenced.

2. The notorious Dhulpet
communal riot took place in
Hyderabad in 1938 when 21 active
workers of Arya Samaj were
arrested. S

3. Aseriousriot took place at
Udgir during the Dasara celebration
in 1938 in which Shri Shyamial was
arrested along with 20 colleagues.
He died in Bidar Jail. It is reported
that some foul play was the cause
of his death.

4. To stop the activities of
Pandit Narendra, the Government
arrested and sent him to
Mannanoor.

During this period an open letter
was written to Sir Akbar Hydari, the
Premier of Hyderabad. Though
initially he was very broad minded
and benevolent he played into
reactionary hands and thus had
disappointed the people of
Hyderabad. Excerpts from the letter
which was published and printed are
given below.

“Your Excellency, pardon me for
the liberty but [ believe even great
men need sometime b-:: told some
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plain home truths. vou have aneye
for menit and appreciate good work
done by others, although prejudiced
against Arya Samajists, your sincere
regard for the service rendered by
them in plague and in influenza is well
known .... You have never lost any
opportunity to exercise your
influence to utlize your position for
the good of the Muslims... The
yeomen contribution you have made
to the perpetuation of Muslim
stewardship of Hyderabad by the
inauguration of the Osmania
University cannot be equaled by any
one before or after you ... By the
acquisition of the Railway you have
opened fresh avenues of services
for Muslims, who were in
n‘ucrmmpu. minority in the Railway
services before acquisition by the
Government ..

The reasons for your change in
attitude, Sir Akbar can [ think be
traced to the last communal riots in

Hyderabad. Itis an open secret that:

you were surrounded by
reactionaries during these riots. The
whole blame for the riots was piled
on the poorArya Samajists and the
Hindus by the Information Bureau.
In trying to placate a small but loud
section of the Muslim reactionaries,
you did not do fair justice to a large
section of the oppressed citizens. [t
would shatter the faith of any people
in an administration which could
tolerate the members of its militia to
go about as Goondas rioting in the
streets. Inspite of the repeated
demands of the Hindu leaders for
an impartial enquiry into the riots,
and may I ask you a plain question,
why did the Government shirk this
inquiry? The Government only
hauled up the leaders of the Arya
Samaj and prosecuted them for
murder and rioting. The fair plea of
the accused for an impartial jury was
tumed down and all the twenty-four
arrested were sentenced to life
imprisonment. .. | hope you are not
unaware, Sir Akbar that the
shattering of people’s faith in its
administration leads to the
ovzrﬁmwnftbe latter... Itigapity
W\\%\
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yvou should have rejected the
conciliatory proposals of Mr.
Bhulabhai Desai for withdrawing
these cases together with cases
against Muslims. Youdid not also
pay any heed to the very reasonable
demand of the people for the liberal
modification of the rules regarding
public meetings. If these two things
were done, | am sure people would
have patiently waited for the
promised reforms and any agitation
for an accelerated pace of the
reforms would have been only
constitutional.

1 must end this arduous task, Sir
Akbar by a summary review of the
latest events. Whereas the banning
of the government servants from
communal organization both Muslim
and Hindu was a broad gesture of
impartiality on the part of your
government its practical application
lacked honesty when it could allow
government servants like Bahadur
Yar Jung and Moulvi Abdul Haq to
continued their open communal and
political agitation inside and outside
Hyderabad... The ban on the
Congress by accusing it of
communalism in spite of its avowed
non-communal character in outlook
and practice manifested how deeply
you have played into the hands of
reactionaries. The Government can
put down an agitation but how can
it suppress the  burning
discontentment which is raging in
and is bound to increase day by day
among the masses! ... Have the
lessons of History been lost on a
statesman like you ? ... Lastly may
I plead that it is not too late still and
there are men who have yet faith in
your personal statesmanship and
who wiil willingly respond to the call
for friendly reconciliation if a
sufficient practical gesture is made
from Government. May [ trust this
will be forthcoming?

Obviously, no damage control
was done on the part of the
Government and the 1938
Satygraha by Arya Samajists was
inevitable. The Arya Pratinidhi
Sabha , Delhi also wrote several
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times inviting 1hm dlif.,nnun ol the
Government but of no avail. Asa
last resort it was decided by them
that a strong fight should be put up
with Hyderabad Government
without which the matters could not
improve. The words of the Nizam
and his actions hardly matched as
far as his impartial rule over all
subjects of his dominion were
concerned. (This is an open Letter
to Sir Akber Hydari Sd. A
Hyderabadi. This was published by
Mr. Raghavendra Rao Sharma, at
the Vaidik Ashram , Poona in 1938.)

The year 1937 was the silver
jubilee year of the Nizam’s
accession and one of the most
jubilant gatherings seen for many
years was the Jubilee Darbar held
on the first night of the Jubilee
celebrations, attended by
Hyderabad princes and princesses.
members of the Executive council,
noblemen, prominent citizens and
many state guest among whom
were a number Indian Ruling
Princes. At the Darbar, HEH the
Nizam received an address from the
14 million subjects, under. sincere
and loyal felicitations on the occasion
of the silver jubilee of his reign. The
address read by Sir Kishan Pershad
expressed the allegiance and loyalty
of the subjects to the Nizams, The
Nizam in his reply assured that his
life was dedicated to the welfare of
his beloved subjects. He said, “ To
be their servant is a source of pride
and distinction to me”. ( He also
added,

* Nothing can give me
greater pleasure than to see as | see
today that addresses on this
occasion have been presented by
subjects unitedly without distinction
of class, sectorreligion. Thisisa
blessing which seldom falls to the
lot of any ruler.”

The good intentions of the ruler
remained only on paper und
speaches. Meanwhile the [eaguc of
the Arya Samaj took stock of the
situation and opined that it could no
longer can be ignored or
disregarded. They demanded an

N i i T £ R,
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early settlement of a number of
grievances. Some of them are
mentioned below.

1)  Circular No. 53 prohibiting
public meeting should be cancelled.

2) Restrictions regarding
religious ceremonies should be
removed.

3) Circular prohibiting the
opening of Akharas and private
schools should be cancelled.

4) Cases relating to communal
disturbances should be investigated
by an impartial tribunal.

5) There should be complete
freedom for the observance of
Hindu and Arya Festivals when
these coincide with Muslim festivals.

6) No victimizationof Aryasin
State service should be allowed and
they should have complete freedom
for hoisting and flying OM flags on
their houses and Arya Samaj
temples.

Prohibitory orders were issued
on Barrister N.F. Nariman, the
well-known criminal lawyer of
Bombay , who was called to defend
the accused from the Aryas. His
entry was banned on the
extraordinary grounds of his political
Views.

When there was a spate of
uncalled for murders of Aryas by
Muslim fanatics, an open letter was
written to Sir Akbar hydari by the
Secretary of Arya Samaj, Prof.
Sudhaker Extracts are given below.

“Dear Sir Akbar Hyderi,

Disquieting news of the murders
of Arya Samajists by Muslim
fanatics have created sensation all
over Hindu-India. Ved Prakash was
martyred at Gunjoti, Dharam
Prakash at Kalyani and MahaDev
at village Ankolaga..

You have recently delivered your
convocational sermon to Dacca
University Students, preaching
against communalism. But have not
the news of these murders the result
of Muslim communalism and
fanaticism reached your ears? .. An
astute administrator like yourselfis
hardly expected to allow things to

dnrift in the manner they are drifting.
Please take steps to stop this drift
so that it may not become too late.”
(21. The eastern Times
Hyderabad 19th Feb 1937 Special
Jubilee Number, p.20 ) the Case
of the Arya Samaj in Hyderabad
state from the collection H. Gyan
Samvai Sevak p.60, 23 Ibid p.p.
65, 66 ) :
The Arya Samaj could no and
would not also tolerate the tabligh
propaganda organized. and
strengthened by the Government.
(24) The Arya Samaj in their meeting
on 9th Ocober 1939 declared
Mahatma Narayan Swami as the
First Dictator and his orders would
be final. He was to be entrusted
with the task of starting a mass
movement of Satyagraha to redress
their grievances in Hyderabad. He
entered Hyderabad on 3 1st January
1939. But the police arrested him
and drove him to Sholapur. But he
offered Satyagraha again in 1939 at
Gulbarga. He and his followers
were arrested and sentenced to one
years’ rigorous imprisonment. (25)
The Second dictator was Shri
Kumwar Chand Karan Sharada,
who, with his batch, offered

Satyagraha on 5th March 1939,

and later Shri Khushal Chand who
assumed the name Anand Swami .
He went with a batch of 154. The
fourth dictator was Rajguru
Dhurendra Shastri later it was
Swami Dhruva Nand who led with
alarge following. Dhurendra Shastri
and his 530 followers were
sentenced to two years’ rigorous
imprisonment. The fifth dictator was
Pt. Vedvrata Later Swami Abheda
Nand and the sixth was Mahashaya
Krishan. The Seventh ‘was
Gyanendra Sharma. In addition to
these leaders of Satyagraha
movement who were well-known
all India figures, there were other
dictators and volunteers from

Hyderabad itself. The names ofthe

dictators are Shesha Rao,

Dattatraya Prasad, Digamber Rao,
Shivangeerkar, Shanker Rao Patel,

Andhori Nivritti Reddy, Ahmadpur,
Digamber Rao Latker, Ganpat Rao
Kethle, Kalam. About 12000
Satyagrahis were arrested of which
5000 were Hyderabadis. Pandit
Vinayak Rao Vidyalankar was
nominated as the eighth dictator. He
was about to offer satyagraha with
8000 Hyderabdi Satyagrahis on he
21stof July 1939. But the Nizam’s
Government announced certain
administrative reforms and hence
the Satyagraha was suspended.

This was followed by a number
of arrests of Arya Samaj leaders.
Some of them were

1) On 5th March 1939
Kumwar Chandkaran Sharda along
with 100 Satyagrahis was arrested
in Gulbarga. He was later sentenced
to one year rigorous imprisonment.

2) On 22nd March 1939,
Kushalchand was arrested in the
Gulbarga railway station along with
160 Satyagrahis. He was sentenced
to 18 months imprisonment in
Gulbarga prison.

3) On 4th April 1939 ,
Dhurendra Shastri along with 501
Satyagrahis was arrested.

More than 12,000 Satyagrahis
were actively involved in the struggle
with the Nizam’s Government.
Initially the Nizam’s Government
was contemplating coming to some
understanding. But the leaders of
* Anjuman-Ittehadul-Muslimeen’
prevented the government from
doing so and the government had
to retrace some of its steps.

Due to tremendous pressure
exerted by the Satyagrahis, the
government instructed the Aryan
authorities to send a deputy with
whom they would discuss and
clarify the reforms to be introduced.
Almost all the demands of Arya
Samaj were conceded to. On 8th

_ August 1939, the declaration was

made that the Arya Satyagraha had
been suspended. The years
following the Satyagraha, the Arya
Samaj decided to take up
constructive work. They decided to
setup educational institutions called
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Keshava Memorial High School on
20th July, 1940 and the foundation
stone was laid on 20th September
in the same year by Sri Ghanashyam
Singh Gupta. The organizers
yearned to have Hindi as the
medium of the inistruction in the High
School, but they could not achieve
their objective till 1948,

Speaking in radio broadcast on
21 August 1989 Shri Brahmadatta
Snatak on the Hyderabad
Satyagraha he said, “ The
Satyagraha launched in 1939 was
not against the Muslims but against
the oppressive rule of the Nizam.”
He said in the Satyagraha, the
Sikhs, Jains and evena few Muslims
participated. He said that even
Sardar Patel admitted that the
1938-39 Satyagraha spearheaded
by Arya Samaj prepared the way
for the accession of Hyderabad ten
years later. | was a test of fire and
the Arya Samaj came out
¥ A

This satyagraha has been
considered an important landmark
in the history of Hyderabad
freedom struggle and the
government in recognition of it has
been honouring those who bravely
participated in it by granting
pensions to them.
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Sir Mirza Ismail assumed the
Prime Minister ship of Hyderabad
and a hope for a better situation was

expected. Permission was granted
to start a weekly, ** Arya Bhanu”,

Many Arya Samajists languishing in
jail for communal riots were re-
leased. A minister of such liberal
views could not continue in
Hyderabad. Circumstances so con-
spired that he had to submit his res-
ignation and leave Hyderabad.
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On 15th August 1947, When
India attained Independence,
Hyderabad ,was trying to assert its
independence. It was during this
time that the sixth annual conference
of Arya Samaj took place at Jalana.
It passed a resolution that the
Nizam should integrate his
dominions with the Indian Union and
immediately allow the formation of
aresponsible government.

During he period from 15th
August 1947 to 17th September
1948, thousands of Hindus had left
their houses and crossed into the
Indian territory due to the Razakar
menace. Arya Samaj had set up
camps for such refugees in places
like Sholapur, Pandarpur, Barsi,
Bijapur, Umaarkhed, Buldhana,
Amaravathi and Vijayawada and
every possible help was given to
them.

Pandit Vinayak Rao was the

President of Lawyer’s Protest
Committee. He collected authentic
information about the Razakar
atrocities and sent a report to New
Delhi and therefore was arrested,
Swami Swatantra Nand ji worked
as Field Marshal and accredited
lieutenant of Mahatma Narayan
Swami. He arranged and managed
the Satyagraha camps most
efficiently and with exemplary tact
and perseverance.
When Hyderabad declared
Independence, K. Joshi, printed
of the majority community in
Hyderabad. The extracts are as
follows,

Hyderabad cannot suppress the
democratic aspirations of the
people any longer. In this age of

it is an admitted fact that

democracy i
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R
sovereignty rests with the people.

Hyderabad cannot be an exception
to this rule..The people of
Hyderabad cannot be politically
isolated from the rest of India.
Hyderabad groans under the heels
of feudal bureaucracy today. Itis
politically backward and
economically poor. The standard of
literacy is very low. There is no
freedom of speech in the state..
Responsible Government is the only
panacea to these evils.

These are the people who laid
down their lives fighting the
oppressive rule of Nizam of
Hyderabad. 1. Shyamlal 2. Ram
3. Mahadev Rao 4. Swami Kalyan
Sen 5. Malkhan Singh 6. Dharma
Prakash 7. Pandurang 8. Shanti
Prakash 9. Lakshman Rao 10.
Bhakta Arora 11, Nandu singh 12.
Badan Singh 13. Chotelal 14. Fakir
Chand 15. Bheem Rao 16. Arjun
Singh 17. Baidyanath 18. Dayanand
19. Radhkrishna 20. Mahdev 21.
Paramanand 22. Vishnu
Bhagavanta 23. Satvanand 24.
Vedprakash 25. Ramnath 26.
Dharma Prakash 27. Purushotham
28. Venkat Rao 29. Matu Ram 30.
Govind Rao 31. Rathi Ram 32.
Tarachand 33 Ashrafi lal 34. Manik
Rao 35. Mahadev 36.
Satyanarayan 37 Brahmachary 38.

For the first time after 48 years
the Hyderabad Satyagrahis were
honoured in an Aryan Conference
inAjmer. A large number of people
gathered from different parts of
India. Brahmadatt Snatak speaking
on his occasion said,

2500 Satyagrahis were
nominated by him for awarding
them pension as freedom fighters.
But only 50 out of the have started
receiving pensions.

The account of Pandit
Narendraji, one of the stalwarts of
he Arya Samaj movement in his
autobiography titled, ‘Jeevan ki
Dhoop Chaav’ givesa vivid picture
of the conditions in the Hyderabad
stat:dlmngﬂmmnAH Khan smic
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THE ARYA SAMAJ

The Arya Samajic doctrine has a patriotic
side. The Arya doctrine and Arya Education
alike sing the glories of ancient India and by
so doing arouse a feeling of national pride in
its disciples who are made to feel that their
country’s history is not a tale of humiliation.
Patriotism and politics are not synonymous,
but the arousing of an interest in national
affairs is the natural result of arousing

national pride”

BLENT

(Census Commission)

Census Report of 1911,

Vol. XV, Part |, Chap. IV,
Page 135
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