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“The earliest known mammals were the morganucodontids, tiny shrew like creatures
thst lived in the shadows of the dinosaurs 210 million years ago. They were one of several
different mammals lineages that emerged around that time. All living mammals today,
including us, descend from the one line that survived” —
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“We have specialized jaws, whose hinges come together early in our evolution to
create the ear bones that let us hear better than other animals. We have complex teeth
that let us grind and chew our food so thst we get more nutrition out of it”—
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“Mammals were starting to come into their own around the time of the

morganucodontids. Their tiney jaw bones — about an inch long — show just how different
the mammalian form was from the giant reptile world.”—
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“The separation of the jaw and the ear bones allowed the skulls of later mammals to
expand sideways and bacward—enabling mammals to develop bigger brains. The teeth
of the morganucodontids were another important innovation that later mammals would

improve upon. The upper and lower morals of morganucodontids jawbones interlocked,
letting them slice their food in pieces. That released more calories and nutrients.”
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