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What the Vedas Stand for

Continuing the last issue

When persons die, as stated
in Yajurved, 40. 15, ‘bodies are
cremated and disposed of finally,
and the immortal (indivi-

dual souls) are absorbed in
the atmosphere’. And Yajurved.

39. 6. states that the departed
souls, in a very short time,

pass through the solar,
igneous, aerial or gaseous,
radiant, lunar, seasonal, etherial,
sublime, respiratory, glosso-

pharyngeal, electric or energetic
and all-bright or brilliant states
or stages. Then, along with
the rain clouds, they fall on a
planetary soil, wherein they
penetrate, being sucked by
growing plants to be lodged
finally into food-grains, which
the beings eat to get blood, flesh,
bones, marrow and the semen
virile, whose every particle is a
living germ or soul. This semen
virile, when catches on firmly
to an ovem in a womb, it comes
into it and the foetus grows to
a babe to be delivered off the
womb in due course. That’s the
reason why the Vedas speak of
soul as carried out to beinghood
through foodgrain : “Yat annen
atirohati”—Ya’urved, 31. 2;
Rigved, 10. 90. 2; Samaved, 1.
6(3). 4. 6; Atharvaved, 19. 6.
4. The Vedant or Upanishads
and the Bhagavadgita speak of

the entire process in fairly good
details.

The Vedas and the postvedic
literature, also, make it plain
that souls, with the exception
of the state of dissolution and
that of emancipation, when
they are in the Divine Being,
cannot remain without physical
abodes, supplying the tools of
inner and outer senses to work
with, without which they cannot
function.

For the above two reasons,
according to the Vedas and the
Vedic way of thinking, it’s utterly
nonsense to hold that after their
passing away, souls can turn into
evil spirits, taking interest in the
affairs of this world, connected
with their earstwhile existences,
or ascending or discending the
individuls

to vie with or interfere mith
the Divine processes of creation,
sustenance and disintegration of
the universe and its creatures.
The Vedas, therefore, also don’t
support the eastern after-death
rites of feeding and clothing the
dead and the western practices
of calculated mourning and
raising the dead in churches,
which practically amount to
tomfooleries. Similarly, obeah.
sorcery and witchcraft, an

inportant part of the Semitic
sacred writings, are foreign to
the Vedas and the Vedic system
of things.

The Vedas propound
reincarnation and transmigration
of souls as against the Semitic
theories and practices of evil
spirits and appeasement of the
departed spirits and obeath,
sorecry, witchcraft, and the rest
of various forms of black arts.

(11) Motherland, Mother
Tongue and Mother Culture

The Vedas have a practical
and utilitarian approach to many
problems of the human social
and communal life without any
conflict with the basic concepts
of the physical and metaphysical
progress of man.

One of such important
things is nationalism, vis-
a-vis, Internationalism. The
Vedas uniformly enjon that
motherland  (Mahi), mother
tongue (Saraswati) and mother
culture (Ida) have claim on an
individual. Rigved, 1. 13. 9,
5.5.8 and Yajurved, 20. 43, 20.
63,21.19,21.37,27. 19, 28. 8,
28. 18, 29. 8 state precisely that
motherland, mother tongue and
mother culture may be taken to
be three goddesses (the glorious
venerable) which should, always,

be borne in heart, any violation
of the same being unethetical,
unnatural and unbecoming of a
man or woman in this world.

Love for one’s motherland
or patriotism is instinctively
corret and a pactical step in life
and is pointedly recommended,
nay enjoined, by the Vedas.
The soil on which we are born,
its products, its breeze and and
the rest of things go to make
up our outerself. Similarly, the
language that we are broken into
by our mother, father, kith and
kin, play mates, teachers and
country-men, and the culture
that we are brought up into and
trained by them make up our
innerself, finding expression
in our qualifications, modes of
living, nature, tendencies, likes
and dislikes. Like patriotism, love
for the national language and the
national outlook of of things have
been enjoind by the Vedas, so
long as they don’t conflict with the
development of man as a rational
being under the canopy of the
common fatherhood of the Divine
Master and don’t tarnish the basic
concepts of international outlook
of things in the interest of the
common heritage of man and the
individual and collective security,
development and freedom.

(12) Vedic Polily and Allied
Things

To be continued in next issue
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