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Continuing the last issue

Rigved, 2. 27. 10, 4. 12. 5,
4.17.19,5.34.6,5.42. 11, 6.
15.8, 6.62. 8,7. 2. 8, 8. 2. 4, 8.
19. 6, 8. 39. 6, 8. 48. 1, 8. 51.
9,8.71.9,9.97. 24, 10. 54. 1,
10. 63. 6, 10. 102. 3; Samaved,
2.7 (3). 19. 1; Atharvaved, 1 4.
6,4.14.5,4.16.8,4.19.4, 4.
28.5,4.30.3,5.11.3,5. 12, 1,
5.12.7,5.17. 10, 7. 111. 1, 10.
8.34,19.62. 1; Yajurved, 17.69,
31.17. These two catagories of
men are said in the Vedas totally
different from the uncultured
or uncivilised people, who are
described practically abominable
or detestable and expressed by the
words Dasyu (rogue), Rakshas
(the wicked and sinners), Kutsa
(the depraved), Kutsit (the
lowcharactered), Pishach (the
filthy and the cruel), and the like:
Rigved, 1. 51. 8, 7. 5. 6, 10. 49.
3-4; Atharvaved, 11. 1.2

But the aim of the teachings
is to Aryanise, ennoble, reclaim,
civilise and discipline all human
beings: Regved 1. 6. 3, 1. 55. 6,
1.88.4,1.124.3,7.53.2,9. 63.
5,10.35.8,10.110.1 , 10.

138. 3, 10. 151.3 ;
Yajurved, 29. 37; Samaved, 2. 6
(3). 12. 3;

Atharvaved, 2. 13.4,5.12. 1,
5.12.7,10.3.2,12.5.5,20. 17.
4, 20, 26. 6, 20. 4 7
12, 20. 69. 11. The Atharvaved

(20.124. 5) by
impication, of course, states that
by misconduct, Aryans lose their
status.

(6) Fine Daily Duties of
Aayans

The Vedas enjoin fivefold
daily duties of an Aryan.

viz., (i) Brahma-Yajna or
Divine meditation and acquiring
the Vedic knowledge, (ii)
Deva-Yajna or the fire-ritual,
(ii1) Pitri-Yajna or service to
parents, teachers and elders, (iv)
Atithi-Yajna or accommodating
guests, and (v) B’nutYajna, Bali-
vaihsva-deva-Yajna or leaving or
offering- clean food for the needy
and the dependent cattle, ete.

The Atharvaved (5. 26. 1-12)
directs devotional meditation
or Yogic practice for the direct
conception of the Divinity within
soul by soul: “Asmin Yajne pra-
vidwan Yunaktu suyujah” (5. 26.
3 and 9 in particular), meaning
that in this Adorable Divinity, let
the enlightened unite or deeply
engage through the practice of
Yoga, Sandhya or the devotional
meditation.

The Yajurved (3.1) states
clearly that fire-ritual should
be perfomed in the fire raised
into flame. The same direction
is rspeated several times all

What the Vedas Stand for

over the Vedas. The fire-ritual,
Deva-Yajna or Agni-Hotra is
the congregational worship,
all reciting Vedic verses, when
the oblations of the clarified
butter or Ghee and a mixture of
the medicinal herbs, nutriants,
fragrant substances, etc., or
Samagri are offered in the fire,
leading to purification of the
atmosphere and securing of
hygienic conditions for one and
all.

Pitri-Yajna or service to the
living pavents and pleasing them
is also enjoined by the Vedas, e.
g., Yajurved, 2. 34: “Tarpayata
me pitrin” (" Satisfaction be given
to my Pitars, protectors, teachers,
parents and the respectable
elderly people’). At several
places in the Atharvaved, it’s
made specifially clear that Deva,
Pitar and Rishi stand for the
same.

Reception to and
accommodation for the
respectable  people, coming

to an Aryan’s house as guests
of honour (Atithi yajna) is,
of course, a usual feature in
the orient. This is also of the
Vedic origin: “Vratyah atithih”
(Atharvaved, 15. 11. 1), 1. e, ‘A
learned, enlightened and holy
person coming to one’s door is

called an Atithi or guest’; “Vratya
tarpayantu” (Atharvaved, 15. 11.
2), i* e. ‘Receive and please such

a guest’.
“Aharahah  balm it te
harantah” (‘Bringing the

oblation-remainder food, let us
come to thee’—Atharvaved,
19. 55. 6— is a definite pointer
to leaving a part of clean food
for the needy, cattle and other

dependants. This is called
BhutYajna or Bali-vaishva-deva-
Yajna.

These five constitute five
obligatory duties of all the Aryans
according to their capacity and
ability. One violating them
cannot be called a good follower
of the Vedic religion or Aryan.

(7) Sixteen Purificatory
Rites.

Likewise, sixteen purifictory
rites have been enjoined in the
Atharvaved and the other Vedas,
which contribute to the physical,
mental and spiritual improvement
and purification of man. From
conception to cremation, there
are 16 such purificatory rites or
Sanskars, enjoined in the Vedas
and followed and advocated by
the Smriti writers or law-givers
of India. They are obligatory
on all the Aryans. Nothing,
of course, Should be done for
the departed after the physical
remains have been cremeted.

To be continued in next issue
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