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' Cosmos or the well-set or

regular creation starts with
appearance of various nebulae
or the unshapely huge round
balls of fire, rotating, round their
axes. They have been called ‘ in
the Vedas as Virat in the Purush
hymns and And or Brahmand
at some other places in them.
In process of time, probably on
account of tremendous motions in
them, but certainly in keeping with
the Divine plan of things, their
outer parts shoot out from them
and get fixed in space right round
them, keeping to their assigned
positions through the force of
gravitation, nebulae (unshapely
sun balls) attracting the shot out
parts towards them, and vice versa.

In keeping with the Divine
universal order (Rit or Ridh),. these

parts keep to their well-defined
orbits right round various nebulae
and begin revolving around them
and yet keep rotating on their own
axes. They have been named Grahas
or planetc, from whom in process of
time, again, due to some such same
cause and plan, parts shoot forth in
space, leading to the formation of
Upagrahas or satellites, keeping to
their assigned positions due to the
mutual force of gravitation and
revolving around their Grahas or
planets. This ultimately results in
various nebulae rounding off to
the shapely and symmetrical suns,
with their planets and satellites
well-trenched in their shapes,
positions and orbits, planets with

Nebulae, Suns and Solar Systems

their satellites revolving around tne
suns.. A sun with its planets and
satellites is called a solar system
or Saur Mandal. The universe has
countless number of such solar
systems.

It may, by the way, be
pointed out here that the Vedic
references about what is stated
above would be given under the
next heading. Here, however,
same Vedic references, stating that
there are several suns and planets
and consequently several solar
systems, are being given:—

1. ‘The rays of these (suns)
spread straightward, may be
below or may be above. They do
bear vitamins. They are full of great

powers. The self-radiant (suns) are
near (not far off). The Prime Mover
(Divinity) is beyond’—Yajurved,
~33.74; Rigved, 10.129.5

2.“What are these three kinds
of planets (extensive .habitable
regions in this or our, etherial and
radiant solar systems), of them,
certainly the earth is the best’
(“lama yaasthisrah prithhiveeh
thaasaam habhoomiruththamaa”—
Atharvaved, 6,21.1).

3. ‘All the three kinds (in
this or our, etherial and radiant
solar  systems) of  planets
(extensive habitable regions) be
well-based (well-positioned)’
(“Thisrah prithhiveeradhho astu
vishhvaah”—Atharvaved; 8.4.11).
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