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Continuing the last issue

Vedic polity is also a very
important contribution

towards the build up of the
human society, which should be
studied and given due importance
to in the make up of the human
civilisation and the proper
understanding of  economic,
social and political development.

The Yajurved or the Veda
of Action supplies valuable
informations on the subject,
which are worthwhile nothing
here.

India (most powerful, abode
of riches and power, and leader
in peace and war), Deva (noble),
Agni (fiery), Soma (pleasant),
Vaiswanar (summation of all
people and the leader of all men)
and Samrat (emperor) are the lea
Jing epithets of a Vedic king and
bring out his leading roles. The
Yajurved and Atharvaved are full
of them.

The Yajurved (1. 13, 4.36,
7,24 has used two expressions
Varuna and Varaniya, which
make it clear that a Vedic or
Aryan king or head of state is
duly elected, and the word Atithi
or (having no fixity or heredity),
occurring therein confirm the
same. His qualities, innate and
acquired, whichmake himeligible
for election or seletion, according
to the Yajurved are Arati (giving

of peace in all hearts), Agreni
(all round leader), Rite Jat
(well-versed in administration),
Kavi  (farsighted),  Janaam
Patra (protecting people), Indra
(supreme and leader) and Agni
(brilliant and leader).

Chapters 7, 8 and 9 of the
Yajurved lay down that there
should be a constitution of a
country, binding all officials of
state, including its king, who is
specifically mentioned as bound
by regulation (Upayam grihitosi).
Yajurved, 7.24 and 7.36, make
it specifically clear that king or
head of state is also the chief
excutive.

The first charge on head of
State, according to Yajurved
(1.16 and other texts) is protection
of the people’s life and property
and dissemination of knowledge
(basic), and the home afiairs
ministry, states the same, should
be the strongest: “Induh antah
mahimanania-dhirah” (Yajurved,
8.3)). The Yajurved (5. 12,
1.16, 1.27, 7.39) preseribes dual
function of head of state to reign
and to rule, and it (7 .40 and
10.48) also advocates democracy
and republic, the first is expressed
by the word Jana Rajya, and the
second by Gana Rajya. It’s also
provided that State should be

What the Vedas Stand for

nondoctrinaire and that the o—
ence forecs must be nonaligned
and should bear regional names :
Yajurved, 1.31, 5.12.

Yajurved, 1.14, makes
some imperical and startling
observations about taxes and
allied matters, which cannot be
bypassed. They are : (i) iands
don’tvestin State, (2) lands vestin
tillers, (3) tillers, though obliged
to pay rates and taxes, don’t
hold lands subject to payment of
the same, and (4) State is only
enrtitled to Vanaspatya or land
revenue. Then again 5.12 and
6.3 of the Yajurved emphasise
that all interests and classes in
state should be protected, and
Yajurved, 6.3, further suggests

by inevitable implication
that  ministers  (Brahmans),
administrators (Kshatriyas)

and producers (Vaishyas) may

be taxed (“Brahmavani twa
kshatravani rayas-poshavani
paryuhami”), and not the

Shudras, wage earners or manual
workers. Yajurved, 1. 21, 1.24
and 1.27, repeat the same.

State is run into three
departments of Mitra (executive),
Aryama (judiciary) and Varun
(legislative)—Yajurved, 3.31-
33. State is also held to be
responsible for standard living

conditions (housing, feeding and
clothing)—Yajurved 6. 27-28.
Public and private ownership,
according to the Vedic politico
economic set up, are not
inconsistent—Yajurved, 40.1

Narrow groupism, brain-
washing, indotrination, power
or pressure tactics, etc., do not
find place in the Vedic system
of things, and it wushers in
freedom of worship, speech and
association within the framework
of the Divine ordainments,
persuations at all  stages,
dissemination of knowledge and
informations, equality of man
and man, nondiscrimination at all
levels and sympathetic and just
approach to things confronting
mankind.

(13) Namaste the Universal
Vedic Salutation

All the four Vedas in general
and the Yajurved and the

Atharvaved in particular
enjoin that when two persons
meet or depart, they should wish
each other and show respect by
uttering the expression Namaste
(I respect you) in a proper
manner. Swami Dayanand, while
commenting on Yajurved,

16.32, writes that Namaste
should be uttered by persons of
all grades and wish and respect
one another both while meeting
and departing.

To be continued in next issue
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