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Keep Your Mind Busy With Benevolent Tasks,
Negativity Keeps Distance Bhartendu Sood

There is an apocryphal story to emphasize the need to keep our mind busy with
benevolent plans.

A wealthy landlord was approached by a young man for a job. When asked about
salary, the young man told that he wanted only work and no salary at all. But, he was
quick to add arider “I should be kept busy all the time and if at any time I am without
work, [ will kill you.”

Youngman's offer was manna from heaven for the landlord, therefore, he lost no time

in employing him. On the first day he completed the assigned jobs with in one hour

and went to his master for more work. The master was not only astonished but was

very happy as it opened up the possibility of his getting rid of other employees. Next day he lost no time in
removing his other employees and gave their work to the new servant. But, the servant was so efficient that
even after completing the work of other employees he was free and looked to his master for more work.

Now the landlord was a worried man. Servant's job condition that if not kept busy all the time he would kill
him, started haunting him. He shared his anxiety with one of his friends, who after giving a thought said,”
I've a solution to your problem. Don't confine your servant to doing only your personal jobs. Involve him in
the jobs which may benefit your entire community and still if he has time, he can be given the jobs which
may benefit your entire village. This way he will remain busy and you can live happily as it will mean
tremendous goodwill as well.”

Same is the condition of our mind. If kept centered on self, there is every chance of its remaining idle and
generating negative thoughts. But, if we come out of the self imposed self-centeredness and reach out to all
those who influence our life in one way or the other, our mind will not only remain busy but will generate
positive energy which can do wonders to our well being. This gets manifested by this example of dealing
with your domestic help. There can be two situations. In the first situation, you keep only objective
relationship. She comes, performs the assigned chores and you pay her at the end of the month. In the
second option, you interact with her, enquire about her family and children; their schooling and guide her so
that children get right education. When you adopt the second path, you are developing a relationship and
your mind is engaged in the benevolent cause.

The best way is to broaden the circle of your family to include even those withwhom you have only the
relationship of humanity. It will weaken the shackles of your attachment with your own children. This
attachment gives birth to expectations from children and when these are not met with, man finds himself
in a state of unending mental agony. Therefore the best way is to broaden the definition of your family and
relations. When our family is large mind has more persons to think about and more to work with.

Recently in our friend circle, an elderly woman died at the age of 90. For the last almost twenty years she
had made it a practice to keep one or two needy boys in her home, who while attending college, would take
care of herneeds. For boys it was free stay and for the woman it means not living alone but in a family.

When she died most of the near and dear ones were seen criticizing her for ignoring her own children who
were staying in USA and other far off places. But I differed in my opinion she was really wise &
enlightened who instead of expecting her own children to provide companionship, which was not easy to
come due to the distance involved, enlarged her circle of family by including even those with whom she

Qe relationship of humanity only.
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It is the participation that
signifies the success of an event

Bhartendu Sood

We all, irrespective of our financial status, caste or religion, celebrate and perform various events in our
homes, whether it is a birthday, Grih Pravesh or marriage function.. Genrally the host is desirous of the
participation of all, whom he invites or who has a stake. Even when we have an inkling that X may give a
miss due to some reason, we walk an extra mile to ensure his participation, since the success of the event is
measured by the extent of participation.
Inauguration of the new Parliament Building was also one such event for the country. Countrymen would
have been happy if it involved participation of all parties.. But, such an important event was given a miss by
the political parties representing 55% of the population. Therefore, to say that it was successful will not be
correct. Rituals are secondary and important is participation..
It was not difficult to have participation of all, only if the organizers had attached importance to this
important aspect 'Participation". The opposition parties were not asking for something big or which could
not be done. They had not forwarded the
¢ name of one of them; they simply wanted the
&2 job to be performed by the constitutional
head in the country who is none other than
the President of India.
" But BJP did not budge or tried to have a
consensus due to following reasons.

1 Fresh from an ignominious and

unexpected Karnataka defeat in the hands of

the Congress party , Mr Modi was greatly

! peeved and upset.Only if BJP had won in

. Karnataka, perhaps he would have been
5 generous and accommodating.

2 Even in BJP, many felt that what
opposition demanded was not very unreasonable which could not be accepted but, they have lost their voice
in this highly centred set up of the BJP party controlled by the Gujarat lobby and raising head needed an
exceptionl courage which they don't have any more. It is the same situation that we witnessed in the
Congress party during the Indira Gandhi rule..

Who is the ultimate winner?

As I see, the opposition has scored an important point. First, they are seen closer to each other than before. |
remember in 1975 a similar act of arrogance had brought even the born foes like CPM and Jan sangh join
hands to defeat the Congress party who at that time looked far more stroner with pan India presence than
the present day BJP which is more or less a Central India party or a Hindi heartland party.

Second, BJP's rigidness has failed to send a positive message to the average Indian. Irrespective of religion,
caste or origin there is a tradition in the Asian sub continent to give such honour to the eldest in the family
and without an iota of doubt, the President of India being the constitutional head deserved this honour.
Third, this development has a potential to bring a wedge even in BJP. Party cadre remains silent till such
time the leader looks to be invincible but once he loses that potency, those who had remained suppressed
start raising their voice. Fourth, thanks to Modi-Shah engineering, today BJP has almost 30% such MLA's
and MPs who were Congressmen at one time. They don't have any qualms in declaring ghar wapsi if they
see the leader losing that winning edge which had made them desert their parent organisation.

Next state election in Madhya Pradesh is very important. It will be a fight between the rejuvenated
Congress and a determined BJP and that will decide the course of not only 2024 elections but also the hold
of Gujarat lobby in BJP.

Butitis very important that the Congress party has an agenda to govern. Mere freebies and capitalising the
wge antiincumbancy alone will not work for a long. //
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Charity and Generosity — Value Addition to Human Lives
Kumar

Generosity and Charity form the nerve centre of human value system and constitute the guiding principles
of virtuous life. Both are complementary to each other and have subtle differences, which only embellish
human existence.

Charity is the compassionate act of giving to the needy in order to alleviate their distress or to ease their
discomfort. Generosity goes much beyond the realms of sympathy and is a spontaneous response. It is an
act of giving what we value so that we derive real joy out of it. Generosity is not need based and is an act of
parting with our valued possessions. In many ways, it is a superior act with a profound touch of sacrifice
mingled with an attempt to share happiness and joy with others.

Kahlil Gibran aptly states that ” Generosity is not in giving me that which I need more than you do, but it is
in giving me that which you need more than I do “. Karna, in the epic Mahabharat, is a stellar example of
excellent generosity in giving his possessions to whomsoever visited him.

All our spiritual texts and quotes emphasize the significant role of Charity and Generosity in achieving
enlightenment on a sustained basis. Hinduism places Charity as an essential feature of Dharma and such
acts add to good Karma, which leads to Moksha, the ultimate destination. When asked by the Yaksha as to
who is the best friend of a person about to die, Yudhishtir's epic reply was that acts of Charity done only
constitute one's best friend at such a time.

Chandokya Upanishad emphasises on five essential ingredients of a virtuous life, namely Tapas (Penance),
Dana (Charity), Arjava ( Straightforward), Ahimsa ( Non violence) and Sathyavachana ( Truthfulness).
Bhagwad Gita defines Charity as one without expectations of any return at a proper time and place to a
worthy person.

Christianity states that whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord ,who will repay him for such good
deeds. Both Buddhism and Jainism have Dana as the core theme resulting in sharing and selfless giving
without any anticipation of return or benefit to the giver.

The Principle of Zakat or Charity is one of the pillars of [slam which insists that it should be an essential part
of basic human character. Both Zakat ( Obligatory Charity) and Sadaqa (Voluntary Charity) are given
tremendous importance. Giving a part of one's wealth in Charity guarantees protection from misfortune.

In today's materialistic world, Charity as a virtue needs to be ingrained in the basic human character right
from School curriculum. Though Charitable organizations and activities are multiplying, it is also true that
worldly pursuits and selfish interests overshadow Charitable disposition. It is time to put the clock back and
revive the spirit of Charity to make human lives more meaningful, empathetic and valuable.

MAKE CHARITIES LIKE RAHIM

Abdul Rahim Khankhana was a great Suffi poet who lived during the reign
of Akbar. Though a Muslim, he is remembered for his Hindi couplet .He
earned name, fame and enormous wealth for his poetry which had a Suffi
influence. Benevolent by nature, he would distribute almost all the money
he gotin rewards. But, he had a very unusual habit, while making donations
and charities, he wouldn't look in the face of the receiver, instead would
keep his head low with his eyes castatthe receiver's feet.

His close friend poet Gang would often take note about his unusual
behaviour. One day he couldn't stop himself from asking “ Rahim, I have
observed that when the others make charities, they have invariably their
heads raised with their faces betraying arrogance and ego and won't settle - ;
unless glorified. But, you always have your head low and are seen looking ~ Abdul Rah

at other men's feet.” Rahim could not escape answering his friend — his reply in the Hindi couplet is like this
“J “It is somebody else who is giving and he is giving day and night. But, people think that I am giving and it P
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%)
makes me feel ashamed and embarrassed and it is sufficient to bring down my head and I find it difﬁculth
see them in their face- denewala aour hei, jo deta din rain, log ham pe bhram kare, lajja se niche ho jayen

nain.”, Here he is referring to that Supreme Power,
Vedas and Shastras advise a man to earn as much as he can, by keeping his means pure. And donate what is

over and above his needs to his less fortunate brethrens and to those who have engaged themselves
selflessly in altruistic pursuits. But such dispensing of charity should not bring arrogance in the donor and
he should think that God has made him the conduit to pass on the wealth to the needy. And for this also he
should thank the Supreme because there are not many to whom God grants his grace by giving them wealth

as well as wisdom.
Upanishads suggest dispensing of charity without seeking recompense. The Chandogya Upanishad talks

about the fearless cart driver Raikwa who chastises the mighty king for carting material riches to him to
tempt him to pass on his spiritual knowledge. “Have neither pride nor vanity, O king, in the charities you
dispense. Give not something as yours but as something given to you by that Supreme Power for giving to
others through you. He who comes to know this truth is a seer because he rises above ego and false sense of

pride.” Says Raikwa.
Mr Kumar is a Mechanical Engineer, retired as Senior Vice President in a Corporate Company. I

have a passion for writing on various facets of life covering Business, Industry, Economics, Finance,
Religion , Spirituality, Social, National and International issues
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A case of wrong priorities-Chip manufacturing
vs Vande Bharat trains Bhartendu Sood

Last three months saw the spate of Vande Bharat trains being introduced, one after the other, The celebrity
train acquired publicity as the PM of the country was flagging these off these irrespective of the location,
though introduction of such trains has been a normal thing in the past, a few being Shatabadi, Janshatabd,
Rajdhani and August Kranti. Not to forget, the concept of short distance fast trains was given by late
Madhav Rao Scindia when he was the Railway Minister in the eighties of the last century.

First coming to Vande Bharat, it may be special to those who do not keep themselves abreast of the
developments in developed countries or who attach value to only cosmetic beauty instead of time of
journey. Average train in any developed country runs almost at double the speed than this Vande Bharat and
in China and Japan speed is three to four times also as they have electromagnetic tracks. Speed wise the
much hyped Vande Bharat is no better than Shatabdi or Rajdhani introduced in 1988. I remember Shatabdi
from Chandigarh to Delhi, introduced in 1988 used to take exactly 3 hours, would leave at 6.50 in the
morning to touch platform 1 of the New Delhi Station at 9.45. Now 35 years later, Vande Bharat introduced
with great fan-fare also takes 3 hours. Where is the technological improvement which may support this
hullaballoo? Inthe face ofthis, Modi ji had announced the bullet train in 2014 to connect Ahmedabad with
Mumbeai. Nine years have passed but it is yet to see the light of the day, whereas almost all trains in China,
Japan or even South Korea are bullet trains running for the last almost two decades. In the face of crying
infrasture and safety, the money we have spent on the Ahmedabad-Mumbai bullet train is akin to wearing
rag shirt with golden buttons.Even in Europe, most of the rains run at a much higher speed than this Vande
Bharat. We are celebrating flagging off of

Vande  Bharat whereas China has

successfully flown their domestically made

aero plane.

Again Vande Bharat train is not a necessity. |

It is another option for the fast growing

Indian middle class who like to splurge

money on things with better cosmetic look

and ambiance. Fact is that, introduction of |

soO many new trains is not warranted

considering that the Indian railways has yet

to touch the number of passengers that it

carried in 2019 i.e. prior to Covid and

second the supporting infrastructure

continues to be unsustainable. Due to the

wrong priority which made the Vande

Bharat to receive priority over the much

needed semiconductor-chips, our

automobile and mobile phones industry suffered huge delays for want of Chips.

Without an iota of doubt Semiconductor Chip has come to acquire the status of one of the most important
industrial products along with batteries. Whether phones or cars, most of the modern day gadgets with
electronic base need chips. Today the entire world depends upon China and Taiwan who meets 75% of the
requirements. Look at China's farsightedness and ability to draw the right priorities; they had installed
facilities for Chip manufacturing around 2007 itself and have been exporting since then. China's two largest
chip manufacturers, the state-backed Semiconductor Manufacturing International Corporation, or SMIC,
and Hua Hong Semiconductor have each announced billions of dollars this year to expand production into
mature chips. When it comes to chips below 10 nanometers . 90% of the capacity is in Taiwan. ne may ask
the BJP government as to why it didn't attach any importance to Chip manufacturing in the last 9 years
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though we have a semiconductor plant in the public sector and our projected semiconductor requirement in
2026 is $63 billion (Rs 519,561 crore. What is most paradoxical that despite being the leader in
Semiconductor chip designing' we didn't take steps to install manufacturing facility since importing chips
is commercial a better option than to install a facility. A small country like Taiwan has achieved

commendable success. ) )
One should not forget that only two years back our PM had declared that India would not import any goods

from China. This sudden shift in policy demanded that we concentrate on critical items like Chip
manufacturing rather than Vande Bharat. No wonder when the import- export data was presented for the
year 2022, itrevealed that the country's import from China had increased by a whopping 12% in a year. One
wonders how the PM could make such a declaration without weighing implications. What was most
amazing that by exploiting the loop holes in the policy, Indian big houses like Reliance continued their
import of chips from China, it were the small traders and consumers who faced the brunt of this highly

flawed policy. ) _ ) ' )
We are in the year 2023 and 10th year of Mr Modi's rule but Chip manufacturing remains on the drawing

board. Need is to shift our priorities from Vande Bharat to Chips manufacturing. But till such time we
concentrate on Vande Bharata to show case our achievements we should forget about CHIPS. For that we
need a man who while drawing priorities is least driven by electoral gains. Incidentally both the Ministries
are under the same person-Ashwini Vaishnaw, our PM's right hand man.

Dkha gk
VERY STRANGE.................But, true

* One couldn't give a piece of

bread to the child above
But this painting where he looks

sad was sold for 10 lakhs of rupees
*Rs 20 looks so big amount when

you have to give that to a poor
Butlooks small when you giving it

asatipin HOTEL
*Praying to God for 3 min looks

hard
But 3 hrs of movie is ok for us
* After whole day of hard work ,

we have no problem to go to a gym
But doing house work and

helping mom looks very tiring!
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Rural life plus, plus

Neela Sood

Last month I had gone to see Kaziranga National Park in

Assam. To see Rhinos and elephants moving in herds |

was the curiosity in mind. As we reached at the gate, there

was disheartening news to greet us. “ Park will remain

closed for three days from 6th April to 8th April in view

of the impending visit of the Hon'ble President of India -

Smt. Draupadi Murmu “ said the guard at the gate which

bore a festive look.

Soon we realized that the restriction was for the vehicles,

inhabitants of that place were moving freely. We also

ventured to move inside with the locals and kept pace

with them in order to break conversation. When we had

moved a KM or so, | exchanged greetings with one of

them and asked with the innocence of a child whether we could spot moving Rhinos. They looked at our
face and before they could say anything we narrated to them our story how we had to face a disappointment
having travelled all the way from Chandigarh. Two things which made them sympathetic were, first —we
had come from a distant place and second our advanced age. They looked at each other and then one of them
said, “Look, our village is about 4 Km from here inside the park. From our houses Rhinos can be seen
grazing and sometimes elephants are also there. You can come with us. Rest is your luck. After about 90
minutes we were in their village.

For a while, we forgot about Rhinos and started taking stock of their way of life. It was a real rural India of
Bapu's vision. With houses, doors & windows, chairs and table all made of the local material bamboo. It
was a joint family, immediately 6-7 women came and squatted themselves on the floor but they made us to
sit on Bamboo Chairs. On the backside of their homes, they had small farms on which they grew rice,
moong dal and vegetables for their own consumption. A small shed for cow and buffaloes could be seen in
every house. As we moved around, the two things which left us puzzled were an elevated thaw shed on the
back yard of the house and a small boat in the front as we have a car..

“We know you must be wondering why we have made this elevated shed” and then continued, ““ In a rainy
season, sometimes Brahamputra swells and our houses get submerged in the water. We take our families to
this elevated sheds and move to the safer places with these boats. Now come with me food is ready. After
walking for 4-5 Km you must be hungry.” He exclaimed. Yes it was an irresistible offer. Rice dal and green
vegetable was more delicious than the cosines in a reputed eateries in the city. Now we were exchanging
information about our respective places. What was heartening that their grown up son could communicate
in English also. Government has set up schools and hospitals for them. Not only is this one from each
family employed by the local park authorities. As we were busy in talks, the younger son came running to
tell that Rhinos were coming to the water pond near their house. It was a sight we had never imagined.
Rhinos in a herd was a sight we had only visualized. We profusely thanked them.

As we were returning, I couldn't restrain from telling my hubby, ““ In a way President's visit has come as a

\blessing. Otherwise how we could have seen the rural life plus,plus Rhinos.

M. : 9465680686
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In the world of fraud?

When things happen suddenly without any warning, you can say it was an unprecedented event and
couldn't do anything about it. But when you know that events are going to happen what will you do? Let me
explain.

Over a hundred years ago, when the Titanic sank the captain did not know there was an iceberg. By the time
he saw it and began steering the ship away, it was too late. The vessel had already hit the iceberg and enough
damage was done for the Titanic to submerge in the water.

Hundred years later. A new Titanic is on its voyage. It has set up everything in order, taken all the
precautions and measured every risk. The captain also knows that there is going to be an iceberg and he has
to be cautious. The only challenge is that he doesn't know when and where it will appear from.

Every major business, specifically finance companies, is going through a Titanic phase today. They are
aware of cyber frauds and hackers. which is akin to an iceberg situation; they don't know when it will hit the
system. They don't know whether the firewalls they have built will be compromised or not.

In a report this week, about 92% of all customer fraud in India are payment related, with about 57%
conducted on platforms, which have specifically mushroomed during the pandemic following a surge in
remote work, delivery applications, and contactless payments. The majority of frauds happened because
the data has been breached by internal employees.

There is another dimension to this which I think is also one of the major reasons. Today every bank has
approximately partnered 4-5 FinTechs. Large banks will have at least 10 FinTech partnerships and many IT
vendors for various solutions. From scaling up infrastructure and building a cloud to segregating the data
for the better use of Al and from onboarding employees virtually to customer acquisition, sharing is quite

wmmon. Hence, the chances of a data breach are quite common too.




VEDIC THOUGHTS-JUNE 2023

TIAedh e Bl b 3doll olal fsTdell sTIsIul
d Rradet of doir fe=m AR clog, Ia

Ty TR o | TR ST e gl S el
B e A & forg e A o T
N . | CSURT 9 9gd W 9 R Tl 9 g
| gioreF g g S @Y R @ S @ forg
|| BRI 9 7 3y T RRTBTR o R |

A @ A Yo o e @ 99 3 S9a
| oy oM AT 81| BN o wEel ar A
IRt 9o gl M W 916 § & | U9 A
W SIGI= g STl ATSIYaRTY Ifa He fay
T AT IS BT TR | 3G Tl g [l B
FHBTUS] TARS] = T IR $M T BT (e
g | eloola @51 did a0l &I ol
foelt A wrsa S18i--3cdl gor,
olle o, et & fere aral
BT Ad 3Tic Beoll Al GATelog of Ildid d Uld ddRIT &, A& di  did oSl
Adbd, R=Aifh T dida @ fee arsd anfae a 5o 9 &ddl deel o0
3olbl 31l 31T oISl doldl, THAIE HARA HISIA Bl BAT I BT &l B
Bad B B8H sl ofdl Fsel bed 213 U # TS 6T 8a9 I {31 9 U Her 9fad & o
B & | U ¥ Wl ST 9 oIl SIToTIaRIT ST ST I T | ATaRaN &l el |

ILrd+
(English Book of short stories—Our Musings)
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)
/r/rsr. . :4262/12 1N 3h-3q\| | TIF : 94170-44481, 95010—84%

A e -1781, T 3f1-2, HaeT-60, HIgTalt, HETS - 160059
IITET TS - 681, YaeT-4, Atk TogRT, HEr@wg-HIgTelt
I T Ui, SERTE 9 yagaenn

E-mail : dayanandashram@yahoo.com, Website : www.dayanandbalashram.org

JYOTI DISTRIBUTED MILK AND BANANA TO
NGO CHILDREN ON HER BIRTHDAY

- = -

nfHes Aran/fuar 2100 9fa A enfHes Twan 500 ¥fa A

Alc No. : 32434144307
Bank : SBI
IFSC Code : SBIN0001828

wififer se/ 98 1500 9faAre enfHer @&t 100 Ui wrE
HTfHe 91¢] 1000 Ufd A8 fties weft 50 gfa A
319 3Ifeleh WEANT <o off YU o WMl &9 §ehd & -

\ All donations to this organization are exempted under section 80G
¢}
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& I o8 Sude ?)

Chandigarh-2691964, 5076448, 2615360, 2700987, 2708497, Manimajra-2739682, Panchkula 2580109,
2579090, 2571016, Mohali-2273123, 2212409, 2232276, Zirakpur-295108, Shimla- 2655644, Delhi-23344469,
27325636,47041705, 27381489, Yamunanagar-232063, Dehradoon-2712022, Bhopal-2550773, 9425302317,
Jaipur-2318554, Raipur-9425507000, Lucknow-2683019, Ranchi-09431941764, Guwhati-09864785009,
2634006, Meerut- 8923638010, Bikaner-2521148, Batala-240903, Gwaliyar-2332483, Surat-2490151, Jammu-
2542205m, Gajiabad-2834062, Noida-2527981, Nagpur-9422108322, Ludhiana-2741889, 9915312526,
Amritsar-2558543, Jallandhar-2227877, Ambala Cantt-4002178, Panipat-4006838, Agra-0941239552,
Patiala-2360925, Bhatinda-2255790

Medicine is available in other places also, Please contact us to know the name of the shop/dealer.

YRET GRARGfCHAs 76 2317 AdeX 45-T TUINTE 160047
9465680686 , 92179 70381, E-mail : bhartsood@yahoo.co.in

[Sr1 wRTHmal = 91l ans & fofy <M fean
-

i \

P KMALHOTRA

CHITKARA MADAN LAL
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M DIPLAST /

! TRUSTED QUALITY WITH BEST TECHNOLOGY SINCE 1972/4

FOR BETTER HOMES
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IS : 12701 IS : 4985 1S : 9537 15 : 13592 Mee‘t‘ng
Wator PVC PVC PVC Zoom
H Storage Pressur H‘ Electrical H SWR co tac't
Tanks Pipes Conduits Pipes M 65 51 0?_
Diplast Water Uiplast PVC Diplast PVC Diplast PVC 90
Storage Tanks Pressure Pipes Electrical Conduits SWR Pipes

DIPLAST PLASTICS LTD: C-36, Indl. Area, Phase - 2, SAS Nagar, Mohali (Punjab)
Email-diplastplastic@yahoo.com Website-www.diplast.com Ph. 9814014812 0172-4185973, 5098187

fasmmaer / Advertisement

g Ui RIfEd a7 & g Sl & U SUYdd dv—ag] &I qerel,
OISl T STgT GH, 30+ TR Bl 3T o S & ford

3T AT fau gRT & 9 ¢ |
Half Page Rs. 250/- Full Page Rs. 500/- 75 words Rs. 100

Contact : Bhartendu Sood 231, Sector 45-A, Chandigarh
9217970381 and 0172-2662870
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