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IfI were to look over the whole
world to find out the country most
richly endowed with all the wealth,
power and beauty that nature can
bestow-in some parts a very
paradise on earth-I should point to
India. If I were asked under what
sky the human mind has most full
developed some of its choicest gifts,
has most deeply pondered on the
greatest problems of life, and has
found solutions of some of them
which well deserve the attention
even of those who have studied
Plato and Kant-I should point to
India. And if I were to ask myself
from what literature we, here in
Europe, we who have been
nurtured almost exclusively on the
thought of Greeks and Romans, and
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of one Semitric race, the Jewish,
may draw that corrective which is
most wanted in order to make our
inner life more perfet, more compre-
hensive, more universal, infat more
truly human, alife, not for this life
only, but a transfigured and eternal
life-again I should point to India.
(First Lecture)
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I maintain then that for a study
of man, or, if you like, for a study of
Aryan humanity, there is nothing in
the world equal in importance with

the Veda. I maintain that to

everybody who cares for himself,
for his ancestors, for his history, or
for his intellectual development, a
study of Vedic literature is

FOEE Wi
indispensable; and that, as an
element of liberal education, itis far
more important and fare more
improving than the reigns of
Babylonian and Persian Kings.

I do not mean to say that
everybody who wishes to know
how the human race came to be
what it is, how language came to be
what it is, how religion came to be
what it is, how manners, customs,
laws and forms of government came
to be what they are, how we
ourselves came to be what we are,
must learn Sanskrit and must study
Vedic Sanskrit. But I do believe that
not to know what a study of Sanskrit
and particularly a study of the Veda,
has already done for illuminating the
darkest passages in the history of
the human mind, of that mind on
which wer ourselves are feeing and
lving, is a misfortune, or, at all
events, a loss, just as I should count
it a losss to have passed through life
without knowing something,
however little, of the geological
formation of the earth, or of the sun,
and the moon and the stars and of
thought, or the will, or the law, that
govern their movements. (Seventh .
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If you thinkg that I exaggerate,
let me read you in conclusion what
one of the greatest philosophical
critics-and certainly notaman given
to admiring the thoughts of others
says of the Vedanta, and more
particularly of the Upanishads.
Schopenhauer writes : 'In the whole
world there is no study so beneficial
and so elevating as that of the
Upanishads. It has been the solace
of my life-it will be the solace of my
death.' (Seventh Lecture)
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