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' Who is Swami Virja
Nand? There was a village
Gangapur near Kartapur in

Punjab. A Saraswat Brahman
named as Narayan Dutt lived
in that village. Shri Virja Nand
Dandi, the Guru of Daya Nand,
was born in the house of shri
Narayan Dutt. The child had to
face so many difficulties in early
childhood. At the age of five
the child suffered from cholera
and lost his vision power to
great extent and became blind.
He was just 11 years old. Both
of his parents died leaving him
quite alone (Anaath). His elder
brother had to take care of him.
He was innocent like other
general innocent brothers. He did
not want to bear the burden of a
blind brother. So he misbehaved
with him. At last the child had to
run away from home as he was
fed up with misbehaviour of
elder brother and his wife.

After leaving home the

genius young man reached
Rishikesh and Haridwar and tried
to educate his with Tapashcharya
(very hard work). He was made
a Sanyasi with the help of
Swami Purna Nand Saraswati
in Haridwar, Kankhal, Kashi,
Gaya and other religious places
in search of Vidya (Education)
for a long time and tried to
learn (study) Vyakran and other
religious books with the help of
wise Sanyasis and Yogies. Status
of Guru for Rishi Daya Nand,
who had much thirst for Amrit,
could be given only to that
Tapasvi who had gone through
great tapasya for certain aim, and
travelled far and wide in search
of the best idea. From this point
of view we conclude Swami
Virja Nand was the most suitable
Guru of Swami Daya Nand.
After completing his studies
Dandi Swami started teaching
students, Soon his name and
fame reached all around. His

T aking Bath in the Source of Knowledge

knowledge of Vyakran was
considered to be of very high
standard. Kingof Alwarrequested
him to stay with them for some
days as he was convinced with
his Panditya (great knowledge)
and art of singing shlokas so
sweetly. Dandi Swami accepted
his request with the condition
that the King would devote 3
hours daily for studies. The king
could not keep his promise but
the Sanyasi kept his promise
definitely, He left Alwar from
the day the king did not reach for
studies.

Swami Virja Nand passed
some time in Rajavadon and
settled in Mathura. Students
willing to learn Sanskrit came to
him from far away places, even
from Kashi, Dandiji’s expertness
in Vyakran was known far and
wide. Some incident happened in
his life that brought a particular
change in his life. A Pandit from
South lived near him. He recited

original Ashtadhyai every day.
By that time Dandiji understood
‘Sidhant Kaumudhi’. Manorma
and Shekhar as the beginning and
end of Vyakran. Listening. The
original Ashtadhyai opened his
eyes in a way. He started feeling
that the system of Vyakran
guided by Rishi is different.
After observing the system of
Ashtadhyai he made up his mind
that the system given by writer
of Kaumudi was quite unnatural
and diminishes the importance
of Ashtadhyai. So, he gave up
(left) books written by Dixit
and all Vyakran books written
before Dixit. It is said that he
threw away all the books into
Yamuna. Dandiji liked system of’
Ashtadyai so much that he threw
away all the books kept with his
students into Yamuna. Some
of them were burnt. He liked
only two books Ashtadyai and
‘Mahabhashya’ by heart.

To be continued in next issue
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