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' The heaven that gives us rain and thus food for
nourishment is our father; and the innocent and affec-
tionate Earth that treats all living beings as equal is
mother. And Agni that helps all is our brother. May all
these gods together keep us most comfortable and
happy. “““O! Mighty and all-powerful Gods! Never let
us go into the hands of cunning and evil-minded people
who are like wolves. May we not go into the control of
sinners either. You are Lords of our bodies. You, may,
therefore, nourish our bodies and strengthen them. '

The Rig Veda 6.51.5&6
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'O ! Pushan ( Sun- God) ! Guard and Guide to the right
path in life! We latch on to you as one does to a chariot. You
bring us food and direct our mind in doing meritorious
deeds.““O! Effulgent Lord Pushan! Inspire a niggardly per-
son to be generous. Let him give liberally money to those
deserving it. Soften the heart of a miser who has the narrow
mind of a tight-fisted businessman.““O! Nourishing God
Pusan! Pierce an avaricious man with your goad and prod
him to do beneficial things for all people. Let him not give
sorrow to others for his own gainn. For the sake of the
devoutand good, eliminate enemies who torment the world
with their cruel acts.’

The Rig Veda 6.53.1/3/6%
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