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The Heritage of Swami Dayanand Saraswati

Swami Dayanand Saraswati was born in
Tankara of Maurvi State in Saurashtra
province. On Falgun Badi Dasmi every year
his birthday is celebrated with great zeal. On
falgun badi chaudas or the day of shiva Ratri
is regarded as a day of 'Rishi Bodhotsva'. As
a teenager his soul got illumined. An idea
struck in his mind that there must be some
other Shiva except this one made of stone,
who utterly failed to defend himself from the
mischief of a mouse to pollute the pindi of
Shiva and stale the offerings. Look at the
Vishtha and urine of the mouse making it
dirty!

Actually, there was a custom (still
rampant) in those days that everyone might
be on fast and awoke throughout the night
known as the Shiva Ratri. Mool Shankar
(Swami Dayanand's earlier name) kept on
awaking and watching the Shiva-Ling. He
found there was no activity of Shiva-Ling, it
was just in an actionless posture. It was dead
sure that it was lifeless. Mool Shankar came
to this conclusion that it was not a real and
living Shiva. It is a fallacy, a wrong notion, a
blind concept. So damn this artificial Shiva!
He was certainly illumined by projecting
arguments and the lagic in his mind and he
started to quest and question as to where the
Real Shiva was! An idea of detachment
overpowered his mind.

When his father Sh. Kishan saw Mool
Shankar's tendency of detachment and
renunciation, he wanted to get him
enchained with marriage. But one, who is a
searcher for the Truth, could be enchained

- B. R. Sharma Vibhakar

so0? On one night he left his house when he
sensed his bondage. He met many
hinderances but continued to pass over them
to have an horizon of Knowledge. He met
many scholars and saints and discussed
many questions and secrets of yoga. He went
to a renowned Sanyasi named Swami
Poornanand Saraswati who gave him aname
of Swami Dayanand Saraswati. Now he was
Swami Dayanand Saraswati to be
addressed. He studied the Vedic Literature
which stands by the logical appreciation. He
kept aside all that was intermixed. He was
widely studied person. Some body
suggested him to see and get guidance from
a blind Sanyasi named Virjanand Swami,
who was known as the bright and illumined
‘Sun of Sanskrit Grammar', in Mathura city.

When Swami Dayanand a young sanyasi
of sterdy body and logical brain knocked the
door of Virjanand Swami, a voice came from
inside with a question 'Who is there?' Swami
Dayanand instantly replied, 'l have come to
know sir this one as to who am 1?7 In search of
myself' | have come into your wisdom's light.
The great Guru was astonished and sparkled
and murmurred- 'Oh! welcome! | was really in
search of such an appropriate pupil who
could learn something important from me. So
| am utterly pleased to have you, dear.What a
fine, perfect and unparalled meeting between
the Acharya and would be pupil it was!

Swami Dayanand started learning from
Guru Deo Swami Virjanand Saraswati and
enriched himself under his guidance. He was
most dear to Acharya because of his unique

calibre. He proved himself to be the truest and
most failthful. He turned to the real path
leading to the Real Shiva. He wrote many
books and the Satyartha Prakash was one of
them to declare its uniqueness with a
commanding tone. Its every approach is
everlasting and unbeaten. Nobody can
challenge its contents. He in times of British
yoke brought about the light and enthusiasm
to show the path of independence to Indians
and he produced many youngsters to fight
the case of freedom. All the movements were
imbibed with the essentials of his philosophy.
Swedeshi Andolan is his product which lator
on Gandhi Ji adopted. He taught us to be free
without any bondage. Rana De was his first
disciple.

He wrote many books in Hindi language
as he declared at first that Dev Nagri (Hindi)
will be the National language of Bharatvarsh.

He gave us all the perspectives of Vedic
Religion and founded Arya Samaj, a body of
logic and devotion. It was more helpful in
achieving freedom. Having a national
character there was a flood of establishing
many Arya Samaj Mandirs almost in every
town and city in the country and abroad.
Through discussions held with other sects
and matavalambis a norm of Vedic religion
was set-up. They contain the glorious
chapters of victories.

As a matter of fact, we have got this
Maharshi Dayanand's vision which is
regarded as the real heritage making a
dialogue of our Vedic culture. He declared
firmly 'Returnto the Vedas'.
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