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The evidence that convinced
him of the immence of the danger
was contained in seven large.....
volumes containing a vast number

of enteries.....from over thirty
thousand different reporters......
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Hume felt that a safety valve
must be provided for the
suppressed discontentment of the
masses and something must be
done to relieve their dispair, if a
disaster was to be averted.....
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he did not raise the standard of
revolt against the British rule,
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The church (Brahma Samaj) was
to be closed to none and was to
serve as a universal house of
prayer open to all men without
distinction of colour, cast, nation
or religion.....

In the gift deed the founder laid
‘down that no religion shall be
reviled or slighted or
contemptuously spoken of or
alluded to.
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The effect of this education on
the Hindoos is prodigious. No
Hindoo, who was received our
English education, ever remains
sincerely attached to his religion.
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Swami Dayanand with his
generation had noted with deep
inner anguish the on slaught on the
one hand of superficial European
rationalism and, on the other
hand, of Christainity whcih coming
as a hand-maid of Western
imperialism, had disrupted their
national solidarity, bred
asepticism and schism when it
entered a family and undermined
own religion without

providing -an adequate substitute
for it.
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In marked contrast with the
reformist Brahma Samaj was the
Arya Samaj-the Church militant
within the Hindoo fold-bearing to
Hinduism what Protestanism is to
the Roman Catholic Church.....it
was a revivalist movement with
return to the pure ancient Vedic
faith, culture and institution as its
goals. ;
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the choosen path of a mission
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HeNEE® wolsr JSHrEH ©ois
ST afT rdrd IrE:
B Brpensd. i.e. By birth every
one is born a SHUDRA it is only
through section that he or she
qualifies for twice born. It is only
after qualifying for a certain
discipline that one becomes a
Brahmin etc. even this qualification
is not rigid. Promotion to higher Varma
as an insentive and demotion to a
lower Varna as punishment keep the
society in ferment. This we see that
varna means to choose a mission and
has nothing to do with colour or caste
or racial superiority.
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$8%. "It is nothing but a system of
compulsory education with equal
opportunities to all providing equal
facilities for their all round
dvelopment and to select or to
choose the path of their mission.
Their cordinal principles of the
vedic society are
NO BIRTH RIGHT : No
individual can claim any special right
or privilege in society because ofhis
or her birth in a certain family. Right
to inheritance, of means of
production and distribution, is
therefore ruled out. Similarly caste
distinctions based on birth are
anathema.
VARNASHRAMA : The society
will regulate an individuals life
through four Varnas, the choosen
path of a mission and four Ashrams
oradivisionoflife into stages leading
to sublimation of an individual self
into the universal family. The entire
education system is geared to the
taskofproducing missionaries as
opposed to mercenaries. Every
child has to choose one of the three
missions; mission to fight against
forcesofignorance aryan (Brahmin),
mission to fight against forces of
injustice Any Arya (Kshatriya), or
the mission to fight against the forces
Abhava (Vaishya), only a person
failing to qualify for any of these
three missions is designated Shudra
and is called upon conserve one of
these like an apprentice. There is
nothing menial or derogatory in the
word Shudra.

. A similar four part of division
oflife into four Ashrama is enjoined.
The first approximately twenty five
years as Brahmacharya Ashram, or
Education and discipline, the second
upto fifty years of age approximately



Grahastha Ashrama, married and
family life, the third is Vanaprashtha
ashram or social work the fourth is
sanyas, or a declassed social
activist, a moving flame devoted to
God and her creation only. The only
thing common in all these stages is
ashram. Ashram means labour and
ashrammeans brimful of labour (for
Vamashram please refer to purusha
sukta of Yajurveda 3 1% chapter)

The net effect of this Varna
Ashram system is the negation of the
institution of private property.
Private ownership of means of
production and distribution is in
compatible with the Vedic
Varnashram Socio-economic
system. A person is entitled to a
status based on his or her action,
talent and aptitude, Guna, Karma
and Swabhava. Instead of private
ownership, the Vedas prescribe a
collective form of living and sharing
the sangathana sukta of Reg. Veda,
the last chapter, calls upon people
to deliberate collectively and to own
means of food, water and
employment collectively.

The Vedas abound in unjunction
against private ownership and this
to me is very important. The social
System cannot depend on an
individual is sense of charity and
piety. It has to be so structured that
_equality ofopportunity and common
- ownership of means of production
and distribution become halmarks
of an agalitarian society.

But that does not end the
possibility of exploitation. The
shightest complacency might land
people in exploitative structures and
relationships of dominations. So

there is constant exhortation to the

Aryas (the root, Ri-gata one who is

active tioling) to unite and fight

.against the Basyas the akarma
dasyus (Rig. 10.22.8) one who dies

not labour is a robber. Out of several

“hundred such exhartions. I cannot
resist the temptation to quote atleast

one of them. There is this well

known verse of the Regveda, which

litarally means in order to establish

your political supermacy

"Kranvanto vishwamaryam
Apaghnanto aravanah" The
toiling masses of the world unite and
expropriate the expropriaters.
There is yet another very
powerful exhortation. He who has
exploited wealth of others find him
out, identify him and destroy him
with the full fury of lightening. The
vedas tolerate no distinction based
on colour or caste or race of sex.
Perfect equality of sexes in all walks
of life is a another salient feature of
the Vedic approach. The only
distinction leading to confrontation
is between Aryas and dasyus
between the toiling masses and
exploiters. This to me is a clear case
of class struggle. The clash is
therefore not between the Hindus
and the Muslims or between a
Christian and a Budhiest but has the

toiling masses on the one side and

the exploiters, the plunderers, the
expropriators, on the other side.
God is clearly on the side of the
noble, the rational the toiling people
when she says; I give this land, this
earth to the toiling people.

This is brief is an introduction to
the liberation theology ofthe Vedas.
Armed with this leberation message
of ‘Vedas The Arya Samaj, A
societyofnoble, rational and toiling
people's movement was launched
by Swami Dayanand in 1875. He
was poisoned to death at the age of
fifty nine in 1883 for his rebellious
esousal of liberation message. Very

-soon the Arya Samaj became a fore

runner India's freedom strugle, with
monerous educational institutions
and centres for preaching this
ideology. The Arya Samaj foughta
relentless battle against forces of
religious bigotory and obscurantism,
castism and fetalism, against idol
worship and superstition. It
inculcated in millions of young minds
of indomitable spirit to question
authority. It illumined the struggle
against Britis coloniaism with
martyrs like Bhagat Singh,
Ramprasad Bismil, Lala LajpatRai,
Swami Shradhanand and Swami
Sahajananda etc.
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