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Contribution of Vedic Thought to

THE PROBLEM : Since the
dawn of creation the world is torn
between two conlicting emotions
and thoughts-love and hate. A
person loves those, who he thinks,
will help him in the realization ofhis
interests, and hates those, who are
likely to oppose him in the fulfilment
of his ambitions. Thus two orders
are created with regard to an
individual, group, society, nation and
the country. An individual forms
friendship with persons who share
common interests with him. He
loves them. He might also come
across persons, who act as
obstacles in the path of the fulfilment
of his ambitions. He hates them.
The same principle applies to
families, groups, societies, nations
and countries. On the one side, are
arrayed those who are with us and,
on the other side, are arrayed those
are against us. Our reactions are :
those who are not with us are
against us. We are at peace with
those who are with us and are of
war with those who are against us.
We are at peace with those who are
with us and are at war with those
who are against us. The more are
we extend our area of common

, interests with others the more we

are at peace. The more we maintain
our separate existence, the larger is
the possibility of conflict of interest
with others resulting in want of
peace.

There is no denyiny the fact that man
whether as an individual, as a part
of a family, a group, a society, a
nation or a country-in the long run
wants peace and harmony. The
ultimate object is to bring heaven on
earth by the materialisation of the
long cherished dream of one World
where there may be no conflict, no
war and where peace should reign

World Peace

supreme. But the problem is : has
been successful in ushering in the era
of millennium by unification of all the
conflicting force of the world. Ifnot,
why not ?

With a retrospective look on history
we observe that there have been
several attempts aiming at the
unification of the world at various
levels. There attempts can be
classified as ;

a) At Physical level, which means
the use of military force.

“b) At Socio-economic level, which

means the removal of social and
economic inequalities by taking
possession of the power of State.

¢) At semi-spiritual level, which
means the use of religion supported
y military might, and

d) At Spiritual level, which means
the realization by the individual of
the Principles of Brotherhood of
Man and common interests of

~ Mankind.

Let us see how these attempts have
fare.

Idia of one World at Military
Level.
The pre-condition of peace is unity
and to that an mighty men of the
world have harnessed their military
power to crush by violence all that
stood in their way. Alexander the
Great trod under foot country after
country and tried to subjugate every
kingdom. This was an experiment
in creating the concept of One
World by eliminating the existence
of alternate power, where unity
should prevail and no room left for
dissensions and complects, which
disturbed peace of the world.
Alexander failed and the World
could not become One. Nepolean
embarked upon similar course. His
genius was unequalled. He tried to
level down the carriers that separate

-Prof. Satyavrata Siddantalankar

one country from another and one
nation from another nation. This
experience also rested on hatred
and violence. Thous often victorious,
ultimately he found himselfescoused
in St. Helena the world remained as
it was-not One, but a found himself
escoused in St. Helena the world
remained as it was-not One, but a
conglomeration of many conflicting
interests, running through different
countries and nations.

In recent history we had two World
Wars-the declared object of both
which was to ead the threat of war
forever. The first World War started
in 1914 and ended in 1918, leaving
a bitter legacy which convinced the
nations of the world that haired,
violence and war could never by
instrumental in cementing the
conflicting claims and interests of
nations. Having realised that
permanent peace on earth can never
be established by resorting to
violence, the World leaders set
themselves to the task of evolving
the principles upon which peace
foundations of the world could be
safely laid. This resulted in the treaty
of Versaliles of 1919, establishing
The League of Nations with the
avowed object of International
Peace. This organisation set up after
the First World War to promote
international cooperation and to
achieve international peace and
security, failed to enforce its
decisions and was consequently
unable to prevent the Second World
War of 1839-1945. The intervening
period between the two World
Wars from 1920 to 1938 was
utilised by the Nations for preparing
for another devastating world war
which was fought between the Axis
and Allied Powers during 1939-
1945, During the course of the
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Second World War the leading
International Personalities realized
that the League of Nations had not
served its intended purpose and that
a second look at the whole problem
was necessary. After the end of the
Second World War a new
international organisations was set
up-The  United
Organisation. This Organisation was
founded in San Francisco (USA) in
1945 under a permanent charter
ratified by 50 countries who were
opposed to the Fascist coalition of
Germany, Japan, Italy and their
satellites. Now its membership has
gone up to 126. After the formation
of the U.N.O. the League of
Nations was dissolved in 1946.

Though the formation of the United
Nations Organisation was a right
step in the right direction, yet the
question still holds good : Has the
era of peace dawned upon the
World ? Has war disappeared ? So
far as India is concerned, Pakistan
has attacked India three times. One
in 1947, Pakistan usarped a part of
Kashmir which question is still
hanging fire in UN.O. Again in
1965, Pakistan declared war
against India without provocation.
And yet again on 3" December,
1971. Pakistan declared a total war
against our country. Earlier, China
had comitted aggression against
India in 1962. Besides, there have

been frequent wars between Egypt -

and Israel, North and South Korea

and Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos .

etc., What has the United Nations
Organisation done to prevent these
wars except indulging in debates in
the Security Council where the
decision one way of the other could
be vetoed by either of the 5 Great
Powers. The concept of veto itself
means that the interest and
ambitions of the vetoing power are
safe guarded. Where interests and
ambition step in-be it in the matter
of individual, family, group, society,
country or nation-peace remains a
remote dream.
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Inspite of the United Natiors
Organisation piles upon piles of
Atomic bombs are accumulating.
Countries are vying with one another
in increasing their devastating
potential and a major part of their
revenue is spent upon stock piling
the lethal weapons. They talk of
peace but prepare for war. The
intervening period between the war
and the other is a period of platitudes
for peace but, in fact, it is a period
for equiping oneself for a war which,
they have always claimed, will end
war but has never succeeded in
ending war.

Very recently on 19" October,
1975, when Dr. Kissinger, U.S.
Secretary of State, visited China to
prepare ground for the visit of Mr.
Ford, the President of United
States, Mr. Chiao Kuanhua,
Foreign Minister of China remarked
: "The only way to deal with
hegemonism is to wage a tit-for-at
struggle against it. To base oneself
on illusions, to make hope or wished
for reality and act accordingly will
only abet the ambitions of
expansionism and lead to grave
consequences. The stark reality is
not that detente has developed to a
new stage, but the danger of a new
world war is mounting".

The same day Mr. Kewal Singh,
India's Foreign Secretary, urged at
a United Nation's forum that the

current hot-beds of conflict and

situations of strife should be ended
in full implementation of the U.N.
declaration on strengthening
international security.

We are still moving in the dreaded
atmosphere of fear of tit-for-tats and
new wars as well as in the
atmosphere of 'shoulds' after 30
years of the founding of United
Nations Organisation.

- Idia of one World at Socio-

Economic Level.

Another attempt at World
unification to ring about lasting peace
has been made at social and
ecoomic level by socialist and

communist philosophers headed by
Karl Marx. According to them, the
peace of the world is disturbed due
to social and economic inequalities.
As the rich gro richer social status
also changes resulting in economic
and social stratification. Some stand
higher and some stand lower in the
scale of social structure which gives
rise to social conflict and
disturbance of world peace. As
people with vested interests cannot
be willing to part with power, so by
resorting to class war the conflicting
element of social and economic
inequality is eliminated and an
equilibrium is established. This
experiment has been tried mainl in
Russia and China, following into the
footsteps of those who taught that
was was biological necessity. Just
as Alexander and Napolean
resorted to war against the countries
of the world and relied on military
force and violence to establish an

“Empire of their own, which was their

onception of World peace, similarly
leaders of Russian and Chinese
revolution relied on violent methods
and established a government in
their respective countries of their
choice. aving done so, these two

Protagonists of world peace, though

ideologically repeating the same
Mantrams stand face to face to fly
at each other's throats at a moment's
notice. It is not strange that these
two nations, professing the same
ideology, abuse each other as
reactionaries and revisionists and
are regarded as bitterest eneies. The
reason is not far to seek. s they have
achieved their objectives through
violence, they cannot get rid of that
madness. Realizing that the only
weapon left in the armoury of the
Western Nations for the
achievement of the idea of One
World is military force, Bertrand
Russel in a pessimistic, subjective
mood wrote in'Atlantic Monthly' in

- March issue of 1951. I quote :

"The world is in a state of
international anarchy for which the



only solution is a world government
or a world empire. The British
Commonwealth and the United
States must be convinced of the
military unification of the world.
They should then offer to all other
nations the option of entering into a
firm alliance in which resoures will
be pooled and defence against
aggression assured. After a
reasonable measure if consolidation
has been achieved, recalcitrant
nations should be declared public
enemies. If they yield, the threat of
force succeeds; if the do not, war
decides the issue."”

Mr. Rund favoured the United
States, but was of opinion that even
a world empire of USSR would be
preferable to the present
international anarchy. Anold
Toynbes who recently dies, was
also strong advocate government.
So, this 1s where we have come to.
First it was Alexandar the Great;
then Napolean; then the League of
Nations; then the United Nations
Organisation; then Marxism-
Leninissm; then Bertrand Russel's
advice of despair-but all this through
military dictatorship the objective
being One World, One
Government, One Empid for the
achievement of peace of the world.
Idia of one World at Semi-
Spiritual Level.

The third attempt at the One World
concept was made the Christainity
and Islam by spreading their
religions throughout the length and
breadth of the worle, Christ
preached Universal Brotherhood of
man and his followers took his
message to every book and comer
of the world and were to some
extent successful in removing the
barriers between mand and man.
But Christainity spread and the
Church became an Institution and
the authority was vested in the
Pope, worldly interests were reated
with the result that the atmosphere
of peace generated by the teachings
of Christ became vitiated. Luther
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revolted against the vested interest
of the Pope and established a
protest and organisation. The unity
established by the Church in various
countries fell to pieces as
everywhere the Church was split
into Roman Catholics and
Protestants. At this time the Pope
took to violence and no stone was
left unturned to suppress the
hereties-Protestants. The chasm
between the Catholics and
Protestants assumed the form of
regular torture of Protestants by
Catholics. Latimer-a Protestant
bishop was put to death by the
order of the Church and was burnt
alive. Ecclesiastical Inquisition was
instituted to suppress the non-
believers in the dispensations of the
Holy Church and the heretics were
guillotined. Both the eras
Reformation and Renaissance
which brought in freetics were
guillotined. Both the eras
Reformation and Renaissance-
which brought in freedom of thought
and intellectual light in Europe, were
met with violent resistance by the
Church. Not only the so-called
Christian heretics were killed but
even men of science, who since then
have changed the shape of the
globe, were done to death. Bruno,
whor propounded heliocentric
theory, was arrested at Venice by
the order of the ingisition,
imprisoned for two years and then
burnt alive at the stake in Rome.
Galleo proclaimed that instead of
the sun moving round the earth, the
earth moved the sun. He was butin
prison and was released when he
retracted from this theory as if
milited against the conception of
Christainity.

Islam also started its career of
bringing, oneness to the world by
coercion. It went on spreading its
message at the point of the sword.
Jehad was its driving force.

Both Christainity and Islam, tough
spiitual forces in their inception,
became semimilitary by the passage

of time. Hence their call to the world
was semi spiritual as it was based
not so much on voluntary
acceptance of the principles of these
religions but on their potentiality for
violence and the threat of loss of life.
Oneness, which is resultant of fear,
cannot be lasting factor for
cementing mankind as is evident
from Christain and Islamic countries
fighting against one another. Peace
brought in by coercion cannot be
peace of heart. As Christainity and
Islam have used military power
through crusades and jehads, hence
we have styled their efforts as semi-
spiritual. Any way, these forces have
creased to be potent factors in the
present set up for ushering in an era
of One World.

Idia of World Peace of Spiritual
Level.

The only country which has used
unmitigated spiritual power in the
cause of developing the concept of
One World without using even a
modicum of force is India. More
than two thousand years ago,
Ashok, the Indian Emperor,
launched a scheme of world
unifcation and sent his emissaries of
peace, to every book and corner
of the globe, with a message "Man
has remained till now an enemy of
an and has divided mankined into
separate castes, creeds and nations.
He has derived nothing from it other
than jealousy, hatred, bickering and
distrust which have culminated in
struggles and war. The time is now
ripe when we may forget the caste,
creed and nation of country. Letus
remember that our country is the
whole world and oru nation includes
all mankind.

It was in 3" century B.C. that Ashok
delivered the message not of the
sword but of the milk of human
kindness, not of the ego but of the
spirit. At the time of Ashok a Great
Assembly Mahasabha was held,
presided over by Mauggaliputta
Tishya when leamed men were sent
to four corners of the earth to carry
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the message of Universal
Brotherhood. He sent his son
Mahendra and his daughter
Sanghamira to Ceylon. After that
waves after waves of missionaries
saturated with the teaching of Ahinsa
and non-violence preached by
Budha left the shores of India in
every direction of the world with the
result that Assam, Burma, Bali,
Cambodia, Java, Sumatra, China,
Japan, Tibet, Eastern Asia, Western
Asia, Easter Turkistan all were knit
with the silver chord of brotherhood,
and the concept of One World, so
far as it could be possible in those
days of great distances and want of
means of communication was
almost achieved. The spirit behind
this achievement is well illustrated
by an annecdote which has come
down by tradition. Hiuen Tsang, a
famous Chine pilgrim came to India
at the time of Harsh in A.D. 630.
He staed here for 12 years and
collected a lot of precious Budhist
manuscripts to carry them to his
country. While returning to China
through the Bay of Bengal he had
two young Budhist monks with him-
Gyangupta and Tyagraj-in the vessel
carrying him. Whie the vessel was
in mid ocean a storm raged and the
captain of the vessel ordered that
to save life pilgrims should unload
the huge precious load of books
when these two young monks
intervened. They remonstrated with
the pilgrim saying that these books
may be the source of dispelling
darkness in many hearts of
generations to come and so rather
than the books the lost the would
prefer to lighten the burden of the
vessel by jumping into the ocean.
Hiuen Tsand was about to protest
when, of ten and behold, the two
young monks were lost into the
surging waves of the ocean. At this
sacrifice Hiuen Tsand was lost in
thought and silently bowed his head
to the land from which he was
carring the message of peace and
brotherhood to his motherland.
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It is unfortunate that at the time of
Harsh, Budhism had spl't info
Hinayan and Mahayan and
dissensions arose in Budhism itself.
Besides Budhism and Hinduism
came to clash, so mueso, that an
assasin was hire by some Brahmans
to kill Harsh for his love towards
Budhism. Harsh escapted the
assault but ultimately he was
mrdered by his own minister Anjun.
However, Budha's message of love,
non-violence and Ahinsa had gone

for into different comers of the earth’

and an unofficial United, Non
aggressive atmosphere prevailed in
far eastern regions of the globe as
well as on Western borders of India.
Budha's message was the message
of the sains and sages of India, the
message of Rishis of yore, the
message of Patanjali of Yoga
philosophy, the message of the
Vedas. The Vedas declare :

U T A QA | agde 199-ul
"Hark ye, all men children of the
Immortal Divine ! Decendants of
commeon heritage, that they are all
one. The Rig Veda says :
e HaesE | A AAATa 341 W
T Jd HAAT TR |-F9E 190-952-3
Your thought should be in harmony
with each other, your speech should
be in harmony with each other, your
action should be in harmony with
each other. This is how your elders
realizing their responsibility played
their part in society. And again :
T TG A4 ASTHA: THH 9 qE
M gAw weeEt st wedam
T | -FTAAE 1313015
You should drink together, eat
together, live together as if joined in
a common yoke. Just as the pokes
rotate fixed in a common axle
similarly you shoud feel yourselves
fixed in social organisation
worshippin God who manifests
himself in the form of sacrificial fire
Agni. And again :
T AT AT SR | JEey
T aat T Rt Rt

AT 1¥0-§l

One who sees all creatures as if
they were his own selves and himself
in others-his mind rests in peace with
no doubts to disturb it. And again :
SGAIESE] HGA W A IgH | 9y
WA W AW | WgAEl q won: st #
oA HYASEY Tz | -Iud 99-49-9

I am not one but am millions;
myself1 see in millions of beings.
These millions upon million of eyes,
ears, lives are but my eyes, my ears,
lives. I see myself at one with the
countless lives of the earth-they are
me and [ am they. And again :

v smen ww Py W |
-HIF qE 19%-96-¢

In whatever direction [ turn my
eyes I look upon every one as my
friend.

In Atharva Veda, one of the
Chapters (3.30) styled as
Samanasya Sukta (A7979 &)
Universal Harmony of mind-is
entirely devoted to the cultivation of
equilibrium in society. It visualizes a
social organisation in which there is
harmony of head and heart among
the components of society and
conflict- -HETaq HHAEH

. 3-and in which men and
women live as brothers and sisters-
R e\ R - e R I
=1 it exhorts the people of the
world to love one another as the
cow loves her first-born- 3=15=9
Aty =T a9 T 39 g |

And further in Atharva Veda (12-
1-45) it is stated :
vt agen Paes T e givd
e | WEe g WEvR | 3R g9
B AR |

Just as a household with menand
women speaking different tongues
and holding diverse thoughts remains
aunit undivided- ‘g@i@ag-similarly
this earth of ours people with men
of different languages and different
viewes should remain a unit
undivided. And then, just as a cow
standing steady yields milk in a
thousand streams, so the earth will
yield its wealth in a thousand
different manner.
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And again in Atharva Veda 12-

1-60 we read :
yftrsd ar R T 79 sl s
WA AEEE: 1

All the enjoyable wealth that is
hidden in the bowels of the earth is
meant to be unearthed for the
enjoyment of one and all who are
born of the mother's womb, those
who are HIgHd. It is a very novel
idea of saying that provision per
head, clothing and shelter is every
body's birthright.

In Atharva Veda 12-1-1 the
fundamental principles that should
guide the seekers of One World
idea are beautifully envanciated. It
'says that the basic factors that can
sunstain the peace of the earth are :

1. Truth-999 2. Law-FdHq
3. Vow of service-Z1&1m
4. Austerity-dq: 5. Faith-g&T

6. Sacrifice-gst:
giedl greger |

The cementing forces that can
sustain the peace of the earth are-
Truth, the irrevocable and
inexorable Law, Vow for the
Service of Mankind, living a Simple
and Austere Life, Faith in the
Universal Divine Power and
Selflessness to the extent of
sacrificing one's interests for the
welfare of others. Conversely,
untruth, Lawlfishness, Luxury,
Denial of the Supreme Power and
Violence destroy the earth. The
worldtoday is surely in need of
peace which is including its grasp
simply because we appland Truth
but practice Falsehood, we exhort
others to honour the Law but break
the sel-same law where we are
concerned, we preach our
fellowmen to take a vow of service
but ourselves we are saturated with
selfishness, we admonish others to
live an anster life but we roll in
luxury. This contrariness in our
character is due to the fact that we
have no faith in the Spiritual Power
which supervises over all that lives
and moves and has its being.

‘ Arya Jeevan |

The Preamble to the constitution
of UNESCO being with the
following words :

"Since wars begin in the minds
of men, it is in the minds of men that
defences of peace must be
constructed.”

How true. The constitution
makes of UNESCO did correctly
diagnose the malady. It is very true
that war and peace originate in the
mind of man. But did they correctly
apply the remedy ? Representatives
of far-fluing countries sit together in
Assembly halls of United Nations
but though physically seated next to
one another they are as distant in
mind as the geographical
boundaries of their countries. How
could you expect of peace in such
a situation.

In daily Agnihotra a devotee of
Vedic culture recites atleast 25
mantrams from the Vedas the
burden of the song being Shanti,
Shanti-Peace, Peace-one of the
Mantras being : -
i3 = i SwRe N giE anta:
79 one: | SaER: onia: e onia
fdga: snfva: @@ i w9 ami: |
o ona: A Ay e | Site e
g S

Let there be peace in the
heavens, peace in the outer space,
peace on earth, peace in oceans,
peace in forests where shrubs, herbs
and trees grow. Let there be peace
in the organs and minds of every
living creature. Let there be peace
eternal, in and out, here, there and
everywhere. Let there be peace and
nothing but peace in every nook and
comer of the world. Let that peace
enter into me-Peace, Peace and
Peace.

After hearing this, need I tell you
what is the contribution of Vedic
thought towards world peace.

It is in the heart, it is in the mind
that the seed of peace can be grown
and cultivated. It is there that it
sprouts, grows and bears fruits. The
Upanishadic Rishis of yore
proc¢laimed to the world from

house-tops :
Tl | G | T A A

One who sees maniness in the
world moves from death to death.
The Vedas declare :

TR T YA SeanE B |
T H AE: F: U THEE SUeEAE: |
TFAT | ¥o-9l

The message of this Vedic
Mantra is : What personal and
individual attachment there can
remain in one to whom ALL become
ONE and ONE becomes ALL.
Pesonal attachment, selfish interest
and Ambition only cause sorrow
and suffering but peace.

Inspite of the reverberating and
exasperating calls for peace in the
Assembly Halls of U.N.O. there can
be no peace, since wars have their
origin in the minds of men and not
in battlefields. It were only the Vedic
Rishis who carried the fight for
peace in the minds of men whenthey
repeated again and-’ a4 9 i
HapeaH%] -Let my mind be full of
purity of thought-and as they were
the first of mankind who discovered
this truth-the truth that the seed of
war and peace lies embedded in the
mind-let us pay homage to them at
this hour of crisis for peace, and
chant with the Vedic Rishis :

OM SHANTIH, SHANTIH, SHANTH.

FHHGT B | 3T TS Pl TATH
H U FAARET IATETU YT B Bl
T=E g9 ¥ ade & | geE™
qaHaiEd guE o9 W, bEa @
T AT | HET o A T HERYE
EH g geEdl Al Bl 200 Al
T 9 781 8, 39 g J derTHl
U % AEEIUST A HA 6 gEg
TTOT & o0 &Y. AT IS A |
T W\ H Aasit oY fagE &
e &7 9T S9HE &1 Sae
fopam & 781 ¥ | 3 TOA H UG
78 gEtE 2 U gEl W oad
g FEir § g=iyd g2 9 a4l
HI A | T FHREE BIE 9 A
2rm | fafir @ ge= o st e |
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