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Rishi Dayananda Saraswati’s
Influence Outside of India

(Continue From Last Issue )

Trinidad. First girmit arriv-
als May 30, 1845. According to
the 1891 census about 86% of
girmitiyas in Trinidad were Hin-
dus. Most of them were well ac-
quainted with the principles of
Arya Samaj, and hence the vis-
its of Arya Samaj preachers to
Trinidad, were well received. The
earliest efforts to organize the
Arya Samaj movement was
made in 1910 by Bhai Par-
manand who was passing
through on his way to Guyana.

He was followed by Pandit
Kunj Beharry Tiwari from Guy-
ana in 1914. Pandit Haripras-
ad was a girmitiya to this colo-
ny who continued the work of
Pandit Tiwari and received good
cooperation from other girmiti-
yas in the propagation of Arya
Samaj’s ideology and work.

Mehta Jaimini arrived on
December 17, 1928 and his ef-
forts resulted in two Arya Sa-
majs, one school and three night
paathashaalaas. Pandit Ay-
odhya Prasad arrived in 1933
after attending the World Fellow-
ship of Faiths convention in Chi-
cago. The Arya Samaj commu-
nity was so impressed with him
that he was asked to prolong his
stay for three years. Pandit Ji
brought many Christians into the
Arya Samaj fold. Pandit Ay-
odhya’s dynamic personality ra-
diated spiritual energy and charm,
wielded great influence on the gir-
mitiya community and he was not

- Ashwini K. Rajpal,
Vancouver Canada

email: iffvs1 @gmail.com

afraid to attack the orthodox Hin-
du pandits or the Christian church
which led to several threats against
him and his followers. He educat-
ed Hindus in their religious beliefs
and teachings of the Veda and
assisted in restoring self-respect
and dignity among the girmitiyas.

Professor Bhaskaranand
visited while based in Guyana. He
was followed by Pandit Naray-
an Datta and Pandita Janki
Deva (his dharampatni) in 1940
and they leftin 1947. Pandit Rishi
Ram arrived in 1947 with Bri-
haspati and Pandit Parmanand
Mishra in 1948. All provided
yeoman service unto Arya Samaj
and its population increased. The
Arya Pratinidhi Sabha owns and
operates nine primary schools.

South Africa. First girmit ar-
rivals — November 16, 1860.

Indians who had settled in
Natal (South Africa) were ac-
quainted with the principles and
activities of Arya Samaj in India.
Among them was Mohkam
Chand Varma who had request-
ed Bhai Parmanand’s visit who
arrived on August 5, 1905. He
started his work from Durban and
later shifted to Pietermaritzburg.
Bhai Parmanand established
Hindu Sudhar Sabha and Hindu
Youngmen Association to help
Indians remain in touch with their
roots.

To be Continue.....
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