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(Continue From LastIssue]) Rishi Dayananda Saraswati’s Influence Outside of India

The Arya Paropkarini Sabha was suc-
cessful in obtaining colonial government per-
mission for cremation, Antyesti Sanskaar.
On February 21 & 22, 1925 a large enthusi-
astic crowd consisting of both Arya Sa-
majists and the Puranikas assembled at the
Dayanand Dharmashala to celebrate Rishi
Dayananda’s birth centenary. In 1933 the
50th death anniversary of the Rishi was com-
memorated with glowing tributes. This same
year the first Aryan Women’s Conference was
held and attended by some five hundred wom-
en. As a result, many Kanya Paathashaa-
laas were opened. The Legislative Council
passed a constitutional reform whereby any-
one who could sign his name in any language
would have the right to vote. The Hindu pop-
ulation got its benefits due to the work done
by Arya Samaj in propagating Hindi. The
total number of voters on the roll increased
from 11,844 in 1946 to 71,569 in 1948.
Consequently, results of General Elections
were in favour of Hindus.

Arya Sabha Mauritius hosted the 12th
International Aryan Conference on August 22-
26, 1973. Two years later, on April 10-12,
1975 the centenary celebrations of the foun-
dation of the Arya Samaj in India were held
in Mauritius. The activities of the Sabha are
effectively handled by several sub-commit-
tees.

An International Conference was held on
September 27-29, 1998 to mark the cente-
nary of the introduction of Satyaarth Pra-
kaash in Mauritius. A three day International

Aryan Conference was organised on Decem-
ber 5-7, 2003 to mark the centenary cele-
brations of establishment of the first Arya
Samaj unit in Mauritius. In September 2008
a four-day International Arya Maha Sam-
melan was held in Morcellement St. Andre,
Mauritius. The centenary celebrations of the
arrival of Dr Chiranjiva Bhardwaja was held
in December 2011 with a series of activities.
An International Conference to mark the reg-
istration of the Arya Paropkarini Sabha was
held from December 5-8, 2013.

Arya Sabha Mauritius has around 400
branches (Shakha Samajs) including Mahi-
la Samaj and Arya Yuwak Sangh. It runs
175 evening Hindi schools.

Vedic festivals are organized with great
pomp. It has 2 primary schools and 3 sec-
ondary colleges. The Rishi Dayanand Insti-
tute trains Purohits and Purohitas. The Sab-
haruns 6 ashrams, 1 shelter for children and
1 rehabilitation centre for alcohol/drug ad-
dicts.

Guyana (formerly British Guiana). First
girmit arrivals May 5, 1838. Two ships, Hes-
perus and Whitby, brought the first batch of
girmitiyas to Guyana. This was arranged by
plantation owner, John Gladstone, who was
Father of William Gladstone, later Prime Min-
ister of U.K. On October 3, 1901 Pandit
Lachman Singh Prasad arrived as a Gir-
mitiya at age 27. His Emigration Pass
showed he was from District Kangrain Hi-
machal Pradesh, formerly part of Punjab.
According to his biography he had attended

- Ashwini K. Rajpal, Vancouver, Canada
Email : iffvs1 @gmail.com

university in Lahore, which was part of undi-
vided India. Prior, he had served as a gir-
mitiya and a Vedic Missionary to South Af-
rica and was attached to the Ghadar party in
San Francisco. He was influenced a lot by
Arya Samaj and was involved in spreading
the teachings of the Veda. When Bhai Par-
manand visited Guyana in 1910 it was writ-
ten that Guyana was the centre of the Arya
Samaj movement in the Caribbean. Howev-
er, Bhai Parmanand’s speeches increased
membership in Arya Samaj a great deal. On
January 5, 1949 Pandit Ji departed Guyana
to spend the rest of his life in India.

Unfortunately, his soul left his mortal body
before arrival in India. Other Arya Samaj
missionaries arrived and they included Meh-
ta Jaimini in 1928, Pandit Ayodhya Pras-
ad in 1934, Professor Bhaskaranand in
1936 and stayed until 1945 and Pandit Ush-
arbudh Arya (Swami Veda Bharati) in 1956.
Initially Arya Samaj was involved in de-
nouncing the system of caste by birth and child
marriage. Later it worked for the freedom of
worship, human equality, upliftment and eman-
cipation of women, Hindi education and Veda
for all. It was successful in shuddhi. Radio
broadcasts and Arya Youth Training Camps
became popular. Unfortunately, many Arya
Samajists have now immigrated to other
countries and activities have greatly dimin-
ished.

To be Continue.....
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JBM:®

Our milestones ane touchstones

ENHANCING TECHNOLOGY
EMPOWERING PEOPLE
ENABLING INNOVATION

JBM Group stands committed towards creating value for all our stakeholders and
consistently building sustainable business models via innovation and customer
orientation programs, thereby creating stronger synergies for all our businesses.

Technology has been the bed rock and a key catalyst for our growth. Our
persistence towards achieving excellence has transformed us and we have
amalgamated our strengths and R&D acumen to make our products & services
future-ready, through the power of People, Innovation and Technology.

9 JBM Group - Plot No.9, Institutional Area, Sector 44, Gurgaon — 122 002
. 981-124-4674500-550 | @ www.jbmgroup.com
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