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The work was furthered by
Swami Shankaranand after
reaching Durban on October 4,
1908. He established Veda
Dharma Sabhas in various cit-
ies. Diwali was celebrated in
South Africa for the first time in
1908 due to Swamiji. Aryan
Youth Association, Durban was
the most powerful organisation for
the propagation of Vedic Dhar-
ma in 1924-1925.

The Association arranged a
public meeting in Durban on No-
vember 2, 1924 to plan Rishi
Dayananda’s birth centenary.
This was celebrated on February
16-22, 1925 with great enthusi-
asm. A congratulatory message
was received from Rev. C.F. An-
drews appreciating the work be-
ing done by the Arya Samaj.

Shuddhi Sanskaars were
performed to bring back Indians
who had converted to other reli-
gions. Pandit Nardev Vedalan-
kar organised Hindi Shiksha
Sangh with fifty-one educational
institutions affiliated to it, of which
twenty-four were run by Arya
Samaj. He also started a Vedic
Purohit Mandal. AWorld Vedic
Conference was organised from
November 28 to December 1,
2013 at Durban City Hall.

The Arya Pratinidhi Sabha
of South Africa had about 50
organisations that were affiliated
to it by 2004. There were twen-
ty-six registered units and fifteen
mandirs of Arya Samaj as of
2016. They are also running an
Arya Benevolent Home since
May 1, 1921.

Rishi Dayananda Saraswati’s Influence Outside of India

Suriname (formerly Dutch
Guiana). First girmit arrivals —
June 5, 1873.

Girmitiyas were taken to
Suriname until 1910, the same
year Bhai Parmanand arrived in
Guyana. He contacted Pauraan-
ic Pandit Kunjbihari Tripathi of
Nickerie (across the river from
Guyana). Pandit Kunjbihari was
so impressed by his lectures that
he became a follower of Vedic
Dharma. Others who came into
contact with Bhai Parmanand
were also impressed by the teach-
ings of Rishi Dayananda and
started the propagation of Arya
Samayj.

Gradually Vedic literature was
brought from India including
Sathyaarth Prakaash which first
arrived in 1920. Shuddhi sans-
kaars were done and Pandits
Sheuratan & Sukhram Hindori
were involved with shaas-
traarthas. Suriname benefitted
immensely from the visits of sev-
eral Arya scholars and sannyaa-
sis. They included Pt. Mehta
Jaimini (1929), Pt.Hariprasad
(1932), Pt. Ayodhya Prasad
(1934), Pt. Satyacharan Shas-
tri (1935), Prof. Bhaskaranand
(1936), Pt. Shrutikant (1936),
Pt.Narain Dutt (1938), Prof.
Ram Sahai (1946), Pt. Prema-
nand (1948), Pt. Rishi Ram
((1954), Pt. Usharbudh (1957),
Mahatma Anand Swami
(1969), Pt. Shrutishil Sharma
(1972), Swami Jagdish-
waranand (1975), Pandit
Prakashvir Shastri (1976), Swa-
mi Satya Prakash (1976) and Pt.
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Shyam Sunder Snatak (1979).

Teaching Hindi was a major
activity and today it is the language
of the masses. Swami Dayanand
Orphanage was established on
October 18, 1933. International
Arya Mahasammelan was held
on September 26-29, 2009.

Fiji Islands. First girmit ar-
rivals May 14, 1879. Arya Sa-
maj in Fiji was born out of the
desire of the girmitiyas to sus-
tain the religious, cultural and so-
cial heritage and provide a social
platform for their upliftment. The
inspiration to establish Arya Sa-
maj was derived from the Sa-
tyaarth Prakash and it was
founded on December 25, 1904
at Samabula. During the first three
decades of the 20thcentury, Arya
Samaj was the sole voice of the
girmitiyas in Fiji. The movement
was so powerful that in 1929
when girmitiyas elected their first
representatives to the legislative
council, two of three candidates
elected were Arya Samajis.

The Christians were busy
convincing the military govern-
ment that Arya Samaj was a se-
ditious organisation, working
against the government in the garb
of religion. As aresult the follow-
ers of Arya Samaj were chal-
lenged, their homes searched and
their documents and books con-
fiscated. Not finding anything
against the government in the
seized papers, they were later
returned.

Swami Ram Manoha-

ranand was the first missionary
toarrive in 1913 from Burma. He
was elected the first President of
Arya Pratinidhi Sabha when it
was established in 1918. The
same year the Gurukula Prima-
ry School was started in Lauto-
ka with much emphasis on Hindi.
Pandit Gopendra Narayan
Pathik arrived in August 1925
from Etawah, India and gave new
impetus to the work of Arya Sa-
maj. Pandit Amichandra Vidy-
alankar arrived on December
22,1927 from India and joined
Pandit Pathik at the Gurukul.
Pandit Thakur Kundan Singh
Kush arrived in 1928 from India
and was employed as a teacher.
Mehta Jaimini arrived in April
1928 and delivered lectures at
thirty-five places. Sometimes
shaastraarthas were held with
Muslims and Christians and Arya
Samaj thus resisted the conver-
sion of Hindus to Islam and
Christianity. Consequently, shud-
dhi was carried out.

Arya Samaj has established
and manages fifteen preschools,
nineteen primary schools and sev-
en secondary colleges. It estab-
lished a Vedic Training Centre in
2003 where Purohits are trained.
It also has an Arya Baal Ashram
since 2006. In addition, the Sab-
ha has a University. Many Arya
Samajis have now immigrated to
Australia, New Zealand, United
Kingdom, Canada and United

States of America due to political
conditions. To be Continue.....
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ENHANCING TECHNOLOGY
EMPOWERING PEOPLE
ENABLING INNOVATION

JBM Group stands committed towards creating value for all our stakeholders and
consistently building sustainable business models via innovation and customer
orientation programs, thereby creating stronger synergies for all our businesses.

Technology has been the bed rock and a key catalyst for our growth. Our
persistence towards achieving excellence has transformed us and we have
amalgamated our strengths and R&D acumen to make our products & services
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