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(Continue From LastIssue]) Rishi Dayananda Saraswati’s Influence Outside of India

From the beginning, the Girmit system
was plagued by a lot of abuses:

-: Recruiting was the chief cause of bad rep-
utation.

-: Inhumane conditions on the ships to the
colonies.

-: It was a system of manipulation, intimi-
dation and exploitation of human labour.

- Mental and physical violence were mer-
cilessly used to increase productivity and
raise the profitability of the planters.

. Described as a new system of slavery by
Hugh Tinker.

This system was temporarily halted in
1917 under the War Measures Act and was
eventually abolished on January 1, 1920 which
cancelled all contracts in place. Some events
and representations leading to abolition of the
Girmit system:

. Rev. Thomas Evans of Prayagraj/Allaha-
bad found 10 women held as captives.

- Rev.C.F. Andrews & W.W. Pearson vis-
ited Fijiin 1915 and reported about the
deplorable conditions.

-: The women of India went in deputation
to the Viceroy asking that the system be
abolished without delay.

- Resolution moved by Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya for abolition of girmit
emigration was accepted by Lord Hard-
inge.

- Rev. Andrews gave evidence about im-
moral practices to Mr. E.S. Montague,
Secretary of State for India, who brought
an end to this system.

The Girmitiyas endured many difficul-
ties and hardships. Despite insurmountable

odds and numerous obstacles, they survived
and excelled. Some of these Girmitiyas had
the good fortune to listen to Rishi Dayanan-
da and/or read his books prior to emigrating
to the colonies. They took their sacred scrip-
tures, their respective languages and cultures.
One such individual was Basdeo Rai of Gora-
khpur who took a copy of Satyaarth Pra-
kaash with him to Fijiin 1895.

Some countries that benefitted from Rishi
Dayananda’s influence (even though he never
left India) are:

Mauritius — Official date of first girmit
arrivals was November 2, 1834.

However recent research suggests it
started in 1826. In 1898 a troop from Ben-
gal went to Mauritius. Among the Bengali sol-
diers was one Bholanath Tiwari who had 2
books in his possession — the Satyaarth Pra-
kaash and the Sanskaar Vidhi. When he left
Mauritius in 1901, he handed the 2 books to
Bhikhari Singh who passed them on to Pan-
dit Meghvarna. The books then reached
Khemlal Lallah and Ramsurrun Moti who
were deeply impressed with their contents.
They showed Satyaarth Prakaash to Gu-
ruprasad Daljeetlal who in turn showed it
to Jagmohan Gopal. Consequently, regular
satsangs on Satyaarth Prakaash were held
that led to the establishment of first Arya Sa-
maj in 1903 at Curepipe Road under the
name ‘Arya Pratinidhi Sabha Curepipe
Mauritius.’

Dr Manilal Maganlal Doctor arrived in
Mauritius from India on October 13, 1907
and looked upon the Arya Samaj as a reli-
able instrument for social reform even though

- Ashwini K. Rajpal, Vancouver, Canada
Email : iffvs1 @gmail.com

he was a Vaishnavite. On his return to India,
he sent Dr Chiranjiva Bhardwaja to con-
solidate the local Arya Samaj. Dr Bhardwaja
accompanied by his dharampatni, Shrimati
Sumangali Devi, and 2 children landed in
Mauritius on December 15, 1911. The or-
thodox priests opposed and even threatened
him. He was asked to stop preaching the
doctrine of the Veda and attending the Arya
Samaj gatherings, but he did not falter. He
also had to register Arya Samaj under the
name Arya Paropkarini Sabha as the Co-
lonial Administration refused to register un-
der the name ‘Arya Pratinidhi Sabha.” Shri-
mati Sumangali opened a Hindi school for
girls and in 1912 started a campaign to im-
prove the condition of women. She toured
the island criticizing child marriage and illiter-
acy.

Many people were inspired by Dr Bhard-
waj and Swami Swatantranand and worked
tirelessly for Arya Samaj. They were suc-
cessful in preventing conversion of Hindus
and performing shuddhi, to bring back con-
verted Hindus to the Aryan fold. There was a
strong desire for unity among the Hindus. In
the general elections in January 1926 two
Hindus - Dhanpath Lallah and Rajkumar
Gajadhar— were elected to the Legislative
council. The Mauritius Arya Patrika, a pub-
lication in English and Hindi, aroused the en-
thusiasm of its readers in Vedic Dharm and
Hindi language.

To be Continue.....
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