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Born 27 September 1907
Banga, Punjab, British India
(present-day Punjab, Pakistan)
Died 23 March 1931 (aged 23)

He born in Arya Samaj Family
His grandfather, father and uncle
were Arya Samaj members. He was
a student of DAV School.

Lahore Central Jail,

Punjab, British India
(present-day Punjab, Pakistan)
Cause of death  Execution by
hanging

Monuments: Hussainiwala
National Martyrs Memorial
Other names

Shaheed-e-Azam

Organization(s)

Naujawan Bharat Sabha
Hindustan Socialist Republican
Association

Movement: Indian independence
movement

Criminal charges :

Murder of John P. Saunders

and Channan Singh

Criminal penalty : Death
Criminal status Executed

on 23 March 1931

Signature

SHAHEED BHAGAT SINGH

Bhagat Singh (27 September 1907 — 23
March 1931 was an Indian anti-colonial
revolutionary, who participated in the
mistaken murder of a junior British police
officer in December 1928 in what was to be
retaliation for the death of an Indian
nationalist. He later took part in a largely
symbolic bombing of the Central Legislative
Assembly in Delhi and a hunger strike in
jail, which—on the back of sympathetic
coverage in Indian-owned newspapers—
turned him into a household name in the

“Punjab region, and after his execution at age

23 into a martyr and folk hero in Northern
India. Borrowing ideas from Bolshevism and
anarchism, the charismatic Singh electrified
a growing militancy in India in the 1930s,
and prompted urgent introspection within the
Indian National Congress's nonviolent but
eventually successful campaign for India's
independence.[

In December 1928, Bhagat Singh and an
associate, Shivaram Rajguru, both members
of a small revolutionary group, the
Hindustan Socialist Republican Association
(also Army, or HSRA), shot dead a 21-year-
old British police officer, John Saunders, in
Lahore, Punjab, in what is today Pakistan,
mistaking Saunders, who was still on
probation, for the British senior police
superintendent, James Scott, whom they had
intended to assassinate.They held Scott
responsible for the death of a popular Indian
nationalist leader Lala Lajpat Rai for having
ordered a lathi (baton) charge in which Rai
was injured and two weeks thereafter died
of a heart attack. As Saunders exited a police
station on a motorcycle, he was felled by a
single bullet fired from across the street by
Rajguru, a marksman. As he lay injured, he
was shot
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- orator and

PANDIT NARENDRA 2=

Loha Purush of Hyderabad state il

Pandit Narendra, tallest of Arya samaj
leader who played pivotal role in
Hyderabad liberation movement. He
dedicated his life for cause of nation by
accepting brahmacharya and sanyasa
ashram.He fought against atrocities of
Razakars & was arrested numerous
times by Nizam sarkar. He was great
inspired many youth to

dedicate life for the cause of country and
- society. His statue can be seen at Koti near
Andhra Bank.
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Pandit Narendarji

A REBEL TO THE CORE
Swami Ramananda Tirth

Pandit Narendarji’s yeomen services to the Nation
are innumerable. His life is sago of sacrifice and
suffering. It was no easy job to take cudgels against the
oppressive feudal regime of the Nizam. From his early
days he was inspired by the urge to liberate oppressed
and the suppressed people of the erstwhile Hyderabad
state. As much he was the probably the first victim on
whom the heavy hand of the Nizam’s regime fell.

. He is an ardent devotee of Arya Samaj. He has
dedicated his whole life for the propagation of the ideals
of Arya Samaj and spared no pains to further its cause.

- He is gifted with a powerful oratory which can move
the masses to the depths. Thousands have admired him
and are ready to pay homage to his manifold services.
Pandit Narendarji has struck me most amongst the Arya
Samaj leaders. I came into contact with him long-long
ago. He is a rebel to the core and expresses his sentiments
and thoughts without fear. Bold in spirit he instills the

- same into others. The Government of those days counted
him as their opponent no.1. It is no exaggeration to say
that he gave the masses of Hyderabad a feeling of self-
respect and a will to preserve it at all costs. I still
remember vividly how he was spirited way one evening
to Mannanur and detained there for more than a year
or so.

His advocacy of the undergo is proverbial. He is
up against every form of inequality and injustice.
Daridrinarayana is the object of his worship. He is a
deeply religious soul, service to the suffering humanity
is the form he has chosen to worship Almighty.

PANDIT NARENDERJI
-Kodati Narayana Rao, Freedom Fighter
[ remember and heard about Sri Narenderji
somewhere in 1935. He was not Pandit Narendraji yet.
He left ‘Raiyyat’ the Nationalist Urdu weekly editer by
Sri M. Narasinga Rao, just some time ago I joined it.
Since then I am in regular touch with Pandit Narenderji
and his devotion towards Arya Samaj. He was
responsible to inspire the youth and bring them into the
field of Arya Samaj. It is not the art of making speech of
Mr. Narenderji or his oratory that attracted the young
hearts but the emotion, sacrifice and the fearlessness of
Sri Narenderji which inspired the youth
Though he joined the State Congress at a later
stage. Yet his contribution to struggle launchied by it was
not small. He was the unquestionable leader of the youth
‘in the city. :
He was legislator for some time but could not
continue for a long. Perhaps like most of us, he also felt
that he was misfit to the changed circumstances.

However if the history of freedom struggle is
written properly, Pandit Narenderji’s name will occupy
an important place in it.
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LIFE OF DEDICATION AND SACRIFICE
-PV. Narsimha Rao
Former Prime Minister of India

Pandit Narenderji was the product of the National
Struggle. I remember vividly how we, as High School
and College Students were swayed and roused to action
by his impassioned orations in the late thirties and early
forties. Since then, I had always considered Pandit
Narenderji as one of the persons who inspired me and
thousands like me. His life of dedication, sacrifice utter
selflessness, simplicity and daredevil boldness will
remain unparalleled for a long time to come and he would
continue to be adored by thousands of youth. To all of
us, he represented of the best in human character.

VETERAN CONGRESS LEADER
-P. Narsa Reddy
Sri Pandit Narenderji was a veteran Congress
Leader of erstwhile Hyderabad State since my student
days. He was our leader in the struggle for the formation
of a responsible Government in the State. He had raised
the banner of revolt against the despotic rule of the then
Nizam of Hyderabad and fought for the merger of the
State with the Indian Union. He was interned for 14
months in Mannanoor (Dist. Mahabubnagar) for taking
up this cause. He was a close associate of the late Swami
Ramananda Thirth. A powerful speaker and devoted
worker, he was a source of inspiration to one and all.
His sacrificing nature could be understood from the point
that in spite of all this public work. He gave the Congress
ticket in favour of Sri Gopal Rao Ekbote purely on the
ground that the latter was an advocate and a good political
worker and hence he would contribute to the assembly
more than himself.

FRIEND OF THE POOR
- Dr. G.S. Melkote

Pandit Narendraji was a Byword in every
household in the erstwhile Hyderabad State and the
present Andhra State and was well known figure even
outside Andhra. Small in stature wiry in limbs, calm and
cool, but when roused as a giant in action emitting fire
from his eyes and bold words from his mouth. His oratory
kept the public spelt bound and he had known to act on
what he spoke. He had roused the Youth of Hyderabad
to action against all wrongs and had suffered immensely
for the public cause. He was a friend of the needy and
had silently given his all for them. No one would deny
the fact that for his all round contribution in the social
and political field in Hyderabad, the present Hyderabad
could not have been what it is today.

PANDIT ERENDERJI
- Ibrahim Ali Anasari

Pandit Narenderji a veteran Congress Leader of
erstwhile Hyderabad State was the backbone of the
struggle for formation of responsible Government in the
State. He fought relentlessly against the oppressive ruler
* the Ex-Nizam of Hyderabad and for the merger of the
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State with the Indian Union. He was one of the top and
acknowledged leaders of the state, His rich experience
sterling character and above all, indomitable courage will
be immense value for the country as a whole.

THE LITTLE SHER-E-HYDERABAD
By V.H. Desai

To write about a man who mesmerised the people
of his time by his mass appeal and played a notable part
in the Freedom Movement is rather an exciting task nay,
an impossible assignment, if he has no enough material
before him. I am thankful to the editor of the present
souvenir for inviting me to write about that personality
whose contribution to the Freedom Movement in the
erstwhile Nizam’s state was not only unique but
unparalleled.

Pandit Narendraji was undoubtedly Sher-E-
Hyderabad when the Freedom Movement in erstwhile
Nizam’s State was taking its roots, with the emergence
of State Congress. Under the banner of Arya Samaj, this
great “little, Lion” was in the forefront at a time when
the then State Congress was banned even before it was
born under the leadership of late Govind Rao Nanal in
the thirties.

My first eye-witness of the performance of Pandit
Narendra ji as an orator comparable to the late Bahadur
Yar Jung was in the year 1946, when the Nightingale of
India Sarojani Naidu presided over a public meeting at
the Hashamat Gunj flanked on either side by Pandit
Narendra ji and Bahadur Yar Jung. In her bid to promote
Hindu-Muslim unity in the unpredictable State of H.E.H
the Nizam. I was then a scribe, representing a local Daily,
Commissioned to report the proceedings.

- Panditji’s Voice

I still remember when Sarojani Naidu spoke of
the “two lions’ whose love and admiration for gracious
lady was something between a Mother and her two sons,
each following his own path. Then followed Bahadur
Yar Jung. He, while paying rich tributes to the “Mother”,
stuck to his guns in calling the people of Hyderabad to
accept the sovereignty of H.E.H. of Nizam even after
India attained Independence.

The last to speak was Pandit Narendraji. When
he stood before the mike, there was dead-silence and
the people, as one man rose to their feet. When his oration
touched their heart, the thunderous cry of “Pandit
Narendraji Zindabad” still rings in my ear. In Jail

However, my first acquaintance with Pandit
Narendraji was in the European Ward of the Central Jail
in Chanchalguda. With the arrest of the State Congress
Leaders, the Nizam’s Government was hunting for the
man behind the big-headlines in the National Dailies,
Published from the rest of the Country. The last battle
of Indian Freedom Movement was being fought under
the aegis of the Hyderabad State Congress, with Swami
Ramanand Teerth at its helm. :

Pandit Narendraji was one of the members of the
state congress working committee who was put behind

the bars. He was with Swami Ramanand Teerth signaled
the banner of revolt on 7th August 1947 by hoisting the
National Flag. A week hence, the rest of the country was
preparing to celebrate its Independence Day 15th August
1947; but to the people of erstwhile Nizam'’s State, the
Independence Day was still a far-fetched goal.

I was arrested on November 22, 1947 along with
M. Narsing Rao Editor “Rayyat”. After a few days in
police lock up, I was taken to the European Ward in the
Central Jail of Chanchalguda where the entire State
Congress “Cabinet” was detained.

During the few days of my stay in Jail. my
affection and regard for Panditji grew and we started
coming closer to each other till I was transferred to the
Gulbarga Jail after a four months detention. During this
period, it was my proud privilege to organise a mini
parliament; with a regular Ministry installed. At my
suggestion, Pandit Narendraji agreed to become
“Information Minister” .But this *“Coalition
Government” had its own set-back. when *Panditji
tendered his resignation and I was “inducted” as
“Information Minister* with his blessings, he became
the leader of opposition.

Panditji always had been a source of inspiration
to me. His child like attachment to me is still green in _
my memory. It was a day for our “send-off” to Gulbarga
jail. we were nine detunes altogether. Who were ordered
to be transferred to Gulbarga Jail at short notice. When
Panditji heard this news, he was stunned. Before we
could be ready a “gaurd of honour” was accorded so all
of us and when Panditji embraced me, in an affectionate
farewell tears started rolling down his cheeks, I too could
not control. Then he started crying like a child. He
confessed soon after that he never cried like before. Why
was he so much attached to me, I still do not know and
never asked him about the incident at any time after that.
After Police Action

After Police Action in September, 1948, we
became really free; having won our freedom at long
last. I was released nearly a week after 17th September
1948, the day of the surrender of the Nizam’s Forces to
the Indian Army when our “*Special Train” bedecked with
National Flags steamed into Hyderabad. Thousands of
people waiting at the platform greeted us and the first
person to greet me was Pandit Narendraji. That was
Pandit Narendraji.

To me, Panditji Narendraji was not merely a leader
of the masses but a leader who inspired his people. More
than being a leader, he is humane to a fault. A great
orator a successful politician after the dawn of’
Independence . A man of independent views, with strong
likes and dislikes over men and matters, he never found
himself lonely within the Congress hierarchy. But the
people who knew him do admire his courage of
conviction; and salute him for the yeoman services he
had rendered for their emanicipation. '

The people of erstwhile Hyderabad State shall
never forget the “Little’ Sher-e-Hyderabad for all he
did for them in their hours of trials and tribulations.
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SHAHEED BHAGAT SINGH

at close range several times by Singh,
the postmortem report showmng eight bullet
wounds. Another associate of Singh,
Chandra Shekhar Azad, shot dead an Indian
police head constable, Chamman Singh, who
attempted to give chase as Singh and
Rajguru fled.

After having escaped, Bhagat Simgh and
his associates used psendomyms to publicly
announce avenging Lajpat Rai's death,
putting up prepared posters that they had
altered to show John Saumders as their
intended target instead of James Scott. Singh
was thereafter on the rum for mamy months,
and no convictions resulted at the time.
Surfacing again in April 1929, he and
another associate, Batukeshwar Dutt, set off
two low-intensity homemade bombs among
some unoccupied benches of the Central
Legislative Assembly im Delhi. They
showered leaflets from the gallery on the
legislators below, shouted slogans, and
allowed the authorities to arrest them. The
arrest, and the resulting publicity, brought
to light Singh's complicity in the John
Saunders case. Awaiting tmal, Singh gained
public sympathy after he joined fellow
defendant Jatin Das in a2 hunger strike,
demanding better prison conditions for
Indian prisoners, the strike ending in Das's

death from starvation in September 1929.

Bhagat Singh was convicted of the
murder of John Saunders and Channan
Singh, and hanged in March 1931, aged 23.
He became a popular folk hero after his
death. Jawaharlal Nehru wrote about him:
"Bhagat Singh did not become popular
because of his act of terrorism but because
he seemed to vindicate, for the moment, the
honour of Lala Lajpat Rai. and through him
of the nation. He became a symbol; the act
was forgotten, the symbol remained, and
within a few months each town and village
of the Punjab, and to a lesser extent in the
rest of northern India, resounded with his
name."

In still later years, Singh, an atheist and
sociahist in adulthood, won admirers in India
from among a political spectrum that
included both communists and right-wing
Hindu nationalists. Although many of
Singh's associates. as well as many Indian
anti-colonial revolutionaries, were also
involved in daring acts and were either
executed or died violent deaths, few came
to be lionised in popular art and literature as
did Singh, who is sometimes referred to as
the Shaheed-e-Azam ("Great martyr” in
Urdu and Punjabi).
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