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Arya Samaj made pioneering efforts in literacy
and social upliftment in Punjab

Bhartendu Sood

It was 150 years back on 10th April 1875 that the first Arya Samaj was established in Bombay,
present day Mumbai, by a Sanyasi reformer and great Veda's scholar Maharishi Dayanand Saraswati.

What went into creating an institution that derives its philosophy from Vedas? Answer is; Dayanand who
had studied Vedas believed that the Vedanta as was being practiced by the Hindu priests was
diametrically opposed to the Veda's teachings. With the result, the country was reeling under the burden of
an orthodox, retrogressive society, where women and low castes were the targets of infinite atrocities. In
the name Vedas and other Hindu scriptures, education was prohibited for women and low castes and evils
like sati pratha, child marriages, purdah system, hereditary caste system with deeply ingrained
untouchability towards low castes was being practiced. The women of Vedic period-- educated and most
revered in house, society and the state had disappeared under the shroud of pseudo-social values and
superstitious beliefs.

Though the first Arya Samaj was established in Bombay, it was the old Punjab and the parts of Northern
India, where Dayanand's social reformist movement, enshrined in Vedic values stirred the conscience of
the people most.

Punjab had already seen a socio-
religious reform movement under Guru
Nanak Dev ji in the 15th century which
though carried forward by great Gurus,
had started wilting under the slavery of -
foreign rule . Moreover, its major
influence was confined to the Sikh
community. Hindus were at the mercy
of orthodox Brahmin priesthood. Social
evils in the form of oppression of
women, prohibition of education to .
women as it was considered almost a _ [ e R
blasphemy, prohibition of widow- i

remarriage, child-marriage, the veil- Before 1947 BlggeStSChOOI
custom, the dowry custom, and the : _
untouchability was eating into the Hindu society of Punjab. It is also true that like Bengal, Punjab was
another state where people were more receptive to reformist views than in the other areas due to the not so
strong influence of Brahmin orthodoxy. Therefore, it was no wonder that Dayanand's socio-religious
reform movement was received with open arms in Punjab.

Swami ji who started his preaching in Lahore from the Kothi of Dr Rahim Khan , a Muslim, founded the
first Arya Samaj in Lahore on April 19, 1877 and soon every city and town of Punjab had an Arya Samaj.
Dayanand's success can be attributed to his successfully using a double edged sword. He not only trampled
underfoot the Brahmin orthodoxy that had given birth to all social evils but could recognize the
importance of education in removing these evils Considering education to be a catalyst of social
transformation he laid emphasis on teaching both boys and girls in the art and science of life, and in
technical skills so as to broaden their mental horizons, unfold their innate abilities , and cultivate virtues in
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line with Vedic value system whose centre point was "manur bhav'ba aman' He was convinced that In;an\
society couldn't progress without making women educated. He gave the slogan, * 'Dispel ignorance and
spread knowledge and literacy.' With the result, the educated class became his big followers. His most
significant contribution to education was the revival of the Indian educational system by blending with the
new sciences that had emerged on the scene. It will not be wrong to say that he created a temple in the form
of Arya Samaj where people from all strata and sections could go without any consideration for the caste
and a school wheredoors were opento all.

Dayanand's Arya Samaj was the platform to reintroduce Vedas sidelined by the Brahmin orthodoxy for
their selfish interest. He gave a slogan —'go back to Vedas' and made it mandatory for Arya samaj
fraternity to learn, embrace and preach Vedas. He rejected rituals based on mythology, caste by birth,
animal sacrifices, and the exclusion of women and low castes from reading the Vedas which he considered
infallible having inherent authority. He strongly advocated for woman's equal say in the matter of
marriage.

Quick to realize that India couldn't regain its lost glory of Vedic period under British rule, he made
nationalism a part of dharma. No wonder, in the years that followed Arya samaj became a nursery for
many who fought for the liberation of the country. List includes Lala Lajpat Rai and Bhagat Singh.
In his crusade against Brahmin orthodoxy he was like a Luther King fighting against his own Church. But,
he had to pay for it when he succumbed to the poison administered to him by one of his opponents. After his
demise in October 30,1883), his followers that included likes of Mahatma Hansraj, Lala Lajpat Rai and
Guru Dutt assembled in Lahore to give a thought how his legacy could be continued. Constructing a
memorial in stone and mortar was rejected outright as he was dead against these. It was decided to take
forward his mission of dispelling ignorance and promoting knowledge.. This is how the establishment of
Dayanand Anglo Vedic institutions popularly known as DAV institutions made the beginning in Lahore. In
the next 25 years almost every town in Punjab had a DAV school which had already earned its name for
preparing students in Vedic tradition with the prevailing spirit of science, rationality, humanism and
nationalism. It is to the credit of the DAV management Committee that DAV has all along kept itself away
from sectarianism, caste distinctions, regionalism or parochialism.

Dayanand's another followers Swami Shardhanand and Lala Dev Raj , the crusader of women education,
started a movement for setting up educational institutions for women. So strong was the opposition to
their mission by the Hindu middle class that Arya Kanya Vidyalaya, Jallandhar ( Presently Kanya Maha
vidyalaya) which he started in 1886 had to be closed and restarted three times before it became a
prestigious institution for women by the end of nineteenth century. And soon almost all towns in Punjab
had Aryaschools both for boys and girls.

What Arya Samaj did in the field of literacy in Punjab gets reflected from the tributes paid by Justice
Mohammed Sadique who retired from the Pakistan High Court. In March 2005 Justice Khalil Ur
Rehman Ramde, then a Judge in the Supreme Court of Pakistan when visited his ancestral village
Karyama in Nawanshahr and the Arya School Nawanshahr, he said in an informal chat in the Circuit
House " My father Justice Mohammed Sadique would often tell that I became a Judge only because the
Arya Samaj opened a school in Nawanshahr in 1919, otherwise we had no school in the vicinity of 50
miles."

Today we have schools everywhere even inthe remote villages, majority of our women are literate but
then this can't be ignored that Arya Samaj did splendid work in the field of literacy in Punjab at the time
when education was a social taboo. Likewise what Arya Samaj did to empower women and low castes
and freeing societies from the centuries old taboos cannot be belittled or forgotten even though today
everything has become a part of government welfare schemes.

M. : 9217970381
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We seek magic so they serve magic

Bhartendu Sood

Pastor Bajinder Singh is in the news. He is not the only one from the long list of such sorcerers who in the
garb of religious gurus take innocent people for ride. We have invariably one or the other making the
headlines and in all likelihood it will continue because by and large, we love quick fix solutions to our

problems in life rather than having a right and scientific approach
This incident is about 20 years old. I visited Amritsar where I was employed at one time. During normal
enquiries about the old colleagues I was shocked to know that a staff cadre woman employee, when she
developed a terminal disease, married off her beautiful daughter to an aged 'tantrik' on being assured by
him that the wedlock would relieve her of that disease.
The girl emotionally became ready to make a sacrifice for her mother whose father found her wife's life
more valuable to him than the future of his daughter. In the absence of right medication that woman died
before time and the tantrik disappeared after leaving her daughter high and dry.
Why should it happen? There are two reasons. The first is our failure to appreciate that life is a mixed bag of
good and unfortunate happenings, and it is true for everybody whether a king or a pauper. Every night is
followed by the day but then
night also has its duration.

e fail to exercise patience,
perseverance and tolerance
in such moments. Our mind
is so closed that it looks at
only closed doors though
there are many doors which
are open. We don't look at
those countless instances of
the persons who after being
in similar situations re-
emerged as a phoenix from
the ash.
The second reason is that we
don't keep in mind that we are governed by the law of karma. We can't escape the fruit of our deeds. Even
Rama and Sita had to spend 14 years in exile despite being perceived as the rightful inheritor of the throne
of Ayodhya.
What should be done under such situations? There is an urgent need to realise that God is great and there is
no better resolver than Him. His ways and means to solve our problems are generally beyond our
comprehension. Therefore, the best therapy is to have faith in God and pray to Him. No other talisman
gives as much strength as the honest and sincere prayer to the Almighty.
However, this has to be accompanied by the right line of action also. For example, it is the prayer that gives
strength and shows the way, but cancer cannot be cured unless we go in for the right medication by
consulting a qualified doctor.

M. : 9217970381
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.+, : 4262/12 N 3?[3-:[‘| I I : 94170-44481, 95010-84671

& HTETed -1781, T 3a-2, HaeT-60, AIgTelt, WSS - 160059
IITET HEAd - 681, YaeT-4, TTE THERT, HEETS-HIErel
3T wT HiSE, SEE | el

E-mail : dayanandashram@yahoo.com, Website : www.dayanandbalashram.org

DR PANKAJ JAIN DISTRIBUTED COPIES
AND BISCUITS IN MEMORY OF HIS FATHER

wrfifeh T/ 2100 Wi WE  nfeh W s00 W W Alc No. : 32434144307
wfHieh sew/ g 1500 9fa A eififh We At 100 W e Bacnkc".S.Bl

wiftfeh =% 1000 ¥fT A1E e Feft 50 ¥fd HE IFSC Code : SBIN0001828
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All donations to this organization are exempted under section 80G
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ferorca BT FH2 sara
IIRST 241 T
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T 3TaiRdl d 319 3TRjAfes aarg

R ATol 5181 3ucieel &

Chandigarh-2691964, 5076448, 2615360, 2700987, 2708497, Manimajra-2739682, Panchkula 2580109,
2579090, 2571016, Mohali-2273123, 2212409, 2232276, Zirakpur-295108, Shimla- 2655644, Delhi-23344469,
27325636, 47041705, 27381489, Yamunanagar-232063, Dehradoon-2712022, Bhopal-2550773, 9425302317,
Jaipur-2318554, Raipur-9425507000, Lucknow-2683019, Ranchi-09431941764, Jammu-

2542205, Gajiabad-2834062, Noida-2527981, Nagpur-9422108322, Ludhiana-2741889, 99153125286,
Amritsar-2558543, Jallandhar-2227877, Ambala Cantt-4002178, Panipat-4006838, Agra-0941239552,
Patiala-2360925, Bhatinda-2255790

Medicine is available in other places also, Please contact us to know the name of the shop/dealer.
RS BRENGfCTas &1 2317 AdTX 45-T 9SNNS 160047

9465680686 , 92179 70381, E-mail : bhartsood@yahoo.co.in

I Hergamal 3 a1 Jrs @ forg < fea

SARVJIT

CHITKARA MADAN LAL MUKESH CHANDER KHULLAR DAVINDER KUMAR CHATHLEY oP SETlA
rs Vinod Bala donated ration to bal Ashram Shalini Nagpal Do Dr Saroj Miglani performing Havan with the children
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TRUSTED QUALITY WITH BEST TECHNOLOGY SINCE 197
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DIPLAST PLASTICS LTD: C-36, Indl. Area, Phase - 2, SAS Nagar, Mohali (Punjab)
Email-diplastplastic@yahoo.com Website-www.diplast.com Ph. 9814014812 0172-4185973, 5098187

fJ rr II -’I &
IS : 13582 = N\eet\ng
- 2o o
Pipes 9 M1 6551 02
Dipiast PVC
SWR Pipes

f@smmaer / Advertisement

g e Rfda @ & 9 Sl € 39 Sugd
s &1 s1gr g, 3mﬁ“awm?iﬁraﬁTéTGﬂﬁfﬁfﬁﬁ

qR—qg DI T,

3T AT Ao gRT & Wb B |
Half Page Rs. 250/- Full Page Rs. 500/-

Contact : Bhartendu Sood 231, Sector 45-A, Chandigarh
921790381, 9465680686




