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PRAGMATIC (VEDIC) VIEW OF LIFE

(1 Satyavrat Siddhantalankar

Looking far into the historical perspective in Europe.
we find that the Church of Rome dominated the entire
hemishere there. Christianity, as expounded by the
Church, reigned supreme, Reason was at a discount.
Thinking was channelised. Martin Luther was the first
man who rebelled against the dominance of the Pope
and ushered in the ear of Reformation. Though ‘Reason'
was installed on the pedestal of human thinking and man
was slowly inching out into the realm of freedom of
thought, yet the conflict between religion and science,
dogmatism and free-thinking continue. On the other
hand, divided as the Church was in the form of Roman
Catholics and Protestants, they were one as regards
their conflict with science. The birth of Protestantism,
though having seeds of freedom of thought, did not
reconclile itself with scientific concepts which the
movement of Reformation had naturally given birth to.
Both Roman Cathlics and Protestants, though fighting
among themselves, were at daggers drawn against
science. Galileo and Bruno, to whom the world is
indebted for their scientific discoeries, were put in jail
and the latter was burnt alive at stakes for prociaiming
his heliocentric theory. This is what happened in the
West.

But the history of India tells a different story. Here
science developed side by side with religion
Materialism, which is the product of Science, has been
treated as the handmaid of Spiritualism, which is the
product of Religion. As related in the Upanishad,
Narad a spiritual disciple, approached Maharshi
Sanat Kumar, a spiritual saint, with an humble
submission that though he had qualified himself in all
the science worth the name, yet the found within
himself a void. He felt that having learnt everything
that material knowledge could impart, he had gained
nothing for the satisfaction of his soul. We are told by
the Rishi of Katha Upanishad that Nachiketa was
offered all the material wealth, but the rejected it al,
saying that treading on that path one develops craving
for more and more. In the pursuit of material things of
the world, there is no terminus.

But this does not mean that the Vedic view of life
totally negtected the material side of life. The Worlds of
Matter and the Physical Body were accepted as
inescapable realities. The world of matter that we see,
and the physical body that we inhabbit, are solid facts.
We can neither ignore that material world nor can we
neglect the physical body. These are two separate and
independent entities and have to be accepted
irrespective of the fact whether we are atheists,

agnostics or otherwise. Matter in motion, without
presuming some power which by itself is not Matter but
is the cause of motion in Matter and living body, without
presuming some power which by itself in not the body
but is the cause of life in the body, is inconceivable. That
power which sets movement in Matter and life in the
body, we respectively call God and Spirit an atheist or
an agnostic may prefer to call it by any other name, but
the fact remains that moving matter and living Body
presupposes some power which is not matter and not
Body but runs into both, the Matter and the Body.
Otherwise, how can Matter move Matter and how can
body live without the life-giver?

The Vedic concept of life was not one-sided. It
was not absolute Spiritualism which treated Matter
as a myth, nor was it absolute Materialism which
treated Spirit as a superstition. It would be correct to
call it by no 'ISM', and, it any thing, it may be called
Pragmatism or Realism. After all, all the material
objects are there to be enjoyed or made use of not by
matter itself, but by living beings who possess Life.
Hence, it follows that material objects are there as
means, as instruments for us to make use of. They
are not, and could not be, ends in themselves. This
idea has been beautifully explained in the Upanishad
when Yajnyavalkya, after leading a household-life;
prepares himself for Vanaprastha Ashram and offers
all his future maintenance. Maitreyee asked her
husbad of what use this property would be to her which
he himself was renouncing? Yajnyavalkya replied that
it will be only a means for physical comfort: it will not
give the eternal bliss that human being is seeking as
the summum bonum of life.

The quintessence of Vedic thought is: Be the
enjoyer, not the enjoyed: Be the master, not the slave;
Be the subject, not the object; Be in the world, not of the
world. This is possible by following the Nishkama Karma
which teaching of the Gita: Non-attachment-Nishakama
Karma-which means: Be in the world and yet be out of
the world, like a lotus in water undrenched by its contact.
Gita (3-17) calls such a being as an Atma-rata, Atma-
tripta, Atma-tushta. Perfect bliss lies in revelling in the
Self; In being filled by the Self; in being satisfied by the
Self. In being merged in the Sef, there is no tension, no
fear, no want, no craving. This is the end towards which
we all move, though halted by diversions in between.

The whole scheme of Vedic life was chalked out
on this principle. In Brahmacharya, one prepared oneself
to be fit to enjoy the world; in Grihastha, he did enjoy

(Rest on Page 11)

THNT THTAR

(9)

g 2025



ssodg sl i

sdedl carval (o35 2i2d REMA »id slial)
s12dE A Ul dE 8 X SIRUICHS 6. udlidal efall
ueH uiRlGis 2Md opade . uxgde, AMde
ol HYAAE 21211 =g Hiell o 11 8. s12de
3 slcdions de ©, uxde 1 2y de &
ol AHAE 21 2NldHy (GNd-2020d) 8. =m»aded
2ol Gri-URH ugni 1uoo el 1000 ofl2fl 24¢l
s A1) adl. creigHi A B, aEa H]
Hal 2d2iall 2201l SIES S 280 121 S| 241d]
otefl. U3 AEI YEI AHUHI YL AYEI 21D g2
s wiIc] @, VR A%allldell WU el
flAsI21 o32deM] B AHICU] 8.

spadgafl URRIR:-

124 [A12] Hu derii:-

QIIRA] :-

21 YRl gl

2132dE ol URRA:-

AHA  ohadedi Qo HSd, G0 2dl ol A
2dipiHi A9 &%1R HaAll 8. UM [Aeidl vid g2y
HsU 20 dHIH HSAI Sl HIg 8. I 2dIilo]
21u11 Ul e 8. siodedl Ars o2l ofles Hsaell
AldH vsd Aelloll €. otsodeall HisHI HsHol
A3HIAHIUO 2di2ll HUeH HSAI Fdl % Bldiall 48]
1214 €9.

22dEall  EHHI HSEHI EUMlol BeAwW €.
dHi 13U €dRAlg]  dBlel  SAMI i) B,

R ~ ™ ™~ ~ ~ ~ &

A100 wRAR HOdlell Gedu &, 2AH AAlnto]
b . by ~ e, N~ N

aefol osodeni [y 28l =sidl G €. gl

hM2l &R R 219l 2dISIHI ViElFd¥oo

2dfaxil ssidl 1Al 8. 211 2dI2Hi YFEd, doged,

RIEY, gpRIEY, [QHEd, pged, 2Aal 9o

~ ~ . ~ o ~ - e

eddilefl 2qlfde] aiiel 8. 211 2qfa £dl-£aaidial

2uHd 6.

22d€ (A1 Y cieall:-

1 >tsodieo]] vl Rs 2ied RUIA ol silol.

2. >135dE 2 Aolldel Uil UM de 8, vial A1el]

HiRflat 230id otsode €.

3. 212deH] 10 Hsd €, FHI 10 ¢ 2dI2l 8, VHal

§A 10UCO, Hall 8. AMicll S2dlS dd Al ololl €9,

ol S2¢IS Hi2l 8,

4. >p32deail g1l 2dlSiIHI, Eddiiof] 2| HiZatl

Holl €. odeHi o USIRall 2dInll 6, Ud

gddidlefl 2g(coll 2=l Yo €.

5. osodeni, gfogal el gl 2<dlsiRal {12 20iel
ARl Eddi HioldHi 2414 8. efogel] 2gfaHi
2132 EHI U0 Holl 6.

6. 211 deri eadiiell 33 Felllell Geay €. 243,
BY| 2ol HH[E[Q ¥l EdlAlo] dRTol YRl opsodeH]
g1l o €9,

7. >B2dEall UM HSH ol 8¢dl HSA Gidl 21l
3Ad Q= 8. ddicll 2disliel]l 2iva U] 14 €.

8. =podeni de a1 219 g1l G [Aei12]1 8, AHves
Y ol HSH SH.

Qo101 .
de 218 RAlediMi &dl, U3g Ui 218 doll
BeAlH SAl, Al ViR, dElel UR AHIPMI
AEAUMI I, 1 [AcHI¥oial SREI Mg ol dE
AR UK. >hode o sMi aBuRkdl 8. (disf
AU H¥ o)

2152dEg] &l ¢RI Ao ol :-

1. 2lIs2d 54 2dl

2. 120115

1. 2iis3q 5 :-

330 Eall A2S SHHI, 2116 LS o] £35 2250l
LE-AE?] 2115 ALUIRUH] UBAUUHI HICU| . £35
HsRe! [Aetolivi [Aeif¥d eRid 6. adiioll §d vl
2000 ©.

2. €2allsH -
ot3odEoll HSH SHHI, 2iYsd 2Aglel 10 HsAM
ABAYIHI AT . HSON HoldIS, oldIS 2Sd Vol
Ysd HaHi [Qenf¥a 8. e HsulMi ¢ igdIs,
10%¢ s 8. el 11 Al 2dioi vl esidl
1) €9, BIEHI 2320 EHT 10500 Holl %idl 4] .
s32dEoll MeH HsA Rl shERAl Rl UM

AIcl gldig] HiotdMi 241 8. U olle Hsd 213
RicpirRi g1 ATd 8, ol Hsd osMN
R g2l 2AAd 6, g Hsd dME KR
MRAa B, Uiy Hsd AURBM 2RI 2Rd ©, vg
Hsd oB  olRgIY #1211 RR—A 8,  Aldy
Hsd ARG 2BM gl 2Rd 8, sy Hsd 21
PRI %I AU 8. oich] Vol €213 }sd Vis s
qgf 2181 &R RURIA 8. YRdI 2ol Gl
AdIE 21590 Eoll EHI HSHoll UL I Fidl HA

™~

£9,

THNT THTAR

(10)

g 2025




T =fad St A g™ okl €1 9FiT o9t 8

Q =t oo o

TR 3R SRS A A9 Sfeq ¥ feg a1 W 3
SR T o g™ et i fifq 1 98 3= 9 0
TH Y B W T I8 € Foh 10 9o @ Tt <Al 1 e
Stte H fohdl T TATEl 1 9=marg ol 379+ o i fore ot
¥ 3= o e fagt 2

TR A Sfad R FarEd | 553 W eTHd SR
| T 9 I THT ST i 55 St aeR & Hhel ° Afe
HH T 330

FER T TARYAl I TC AFS St HT o g9 el
TR § W Feohd B1 9RA W ford T 96K & STHAT 6
A A TR 3o R oIk SHe TRl W T A
TR o gUI 37 gN fafaa aeawmen Ame S 5
o1 T e € FoF et ST 3 R TE TR - 3w
CalCCIERERII]

FEEM & Teol =R B Al 968 AHe 3T Tee
afage =l Heifrd i gU Aehad 3 foran 2:-

? e, STeR 3799 T4} sh! eXId @eh? BHR <91 W =g
3§ SR S B dfedl % gy "1 W ST B e
3R v Tl FeEl fou T @ T SR g T o 33 W

T < el 8-

Ig < fAfeed € 90 ® 3R € 3qent stshan ATk
21 T ¥E | 39 A0 ¢ R qud Sl W g9 T o <l
B1 5@ < H AN A 96 % B % 9 | A1 Al 39 TR
¥ o & fod IR-wH 3 ol H-des A, dfea
et @ ot FIE ®ERT T B I 98 9 TSHed ST i
Je =g & T, USgET & ThS-THhS AR 3= el | fHen
T 7o 9 & Sreenl @ U off gt ofen T = U et
J A werl SR werl A weft oM w9 feeRl siffar
W & @R § Hrg < T e, SRl s off i Hehar €2
fort ot 3 e g I me i s A A SR o
%5 & wue R ¥ W a% ®Ie Tl T, HY H HIH |
& &1 g et 5 ufd ol 3ok & a1 oft 319e =R
Tl araE offe U, =i fEt ot I %E e el?

YR 1 TA: FelIferd I gU & A 7 FHal o1-q
& T HP FA1 ? IR & 9 FF HAC 21 OR G@-39
N & T Y o 3R W €, T fonash o SRR I 5T,
o A S HOTE YA 97 A E e
forema o fora feon &, s arfafter i ot =i &1 & et

JA T T THATR AT 7 AS] THR Sg-oAfed i 33 H

gepct| 3HY 3@ Q8 T o & IR0 H S q=M I

o €, T Saesdl 37 W fepe & oid 21 it
wfvedl i faae 1 T o151 A 1 Hiet & e et T

% dell, TARI ol R @A & i M S ®@ # iR S o

AN 3T HIg IIAT Tl
- w31 gse ffas S
o) HARl H S WX TR hidl @1l e 31d T9

H1 HE IS Tl | Afra gg g faverd ? & wgd ot €
el ot =l | fogr o ueTh, IR e Uk iR W w1 wen
S

Hfgar & T N0 H THF A fa@n-2 veR, 9 &
I G FS9T I G STI TS H o= TR B SR
fegEM ol SR gRI U1 1 T o1 # giieh o ©1 et
H1 TH B Y YA B ST ESEH W EHA HLEAT SR
ITF IROTTEEY Tl IO ARk g T T SR suy
e @l R G § ;o wmw ot <€ = 22

fTehe 3TN ad ST HHE 3T h1 ATl Sta bl 399 78l
g wnfa, =, IATCAT, WUl | 1 FaT AT &1 Siad
329 B SO G © Uee 1R i AE Getl, S I R
TU TR 995 § 37| 3T+ Tafaal sl THed g 39
7 2 AT i T v foran FE Fel Sya R = @ 7

SETRSRI HIEHHS STEME MS{l i T Jog T ToTg
THEEH qemg g™ & T 58 gR S s99 o
F1 A5Edl & e foren gem T o2 fegwm &1 geda
qEde® Teal @ 9 g3 21 TR1 1 Yo & 1 364 93

T =T 1 g -5 afgernet & e WS
Il Rl o TR HIA off IR 37 w2l o & et faw
Sssdferd 3R YehTeHM @l o, S ol 1 &R ¥ g
Tl T B 3R AR R W 4ot 38 3 HL SH I I W
B1 S i forelt M o weel o fard et off et e
gesh W A Wl SR Tl et w @ ?1 wedt sA fodt @
foanfedr €M %1 74 o SR ufqE & @ 9% wHea & 9
AT S-Sl off| Tt greAfenai § 9 Y 98 TR H
your Sl of 59 W el 79 H1 KW g B A1 IS
3% Tl | HE H ER1 TS g € IR 3 Hifqd
Afeal 32 9% 2

< =01 H Tk IR T HRfEEM 1 TR0 Fd g

ST SR IR 81 g9 W ES 2 fom oo et & o
T U9 TE h1 Ao[gdl deTd ol S| T A5ed & H
T SH% H WE FL T H KA G 9 o0 fm g
A % fEet W Hifas] el gehdr 8 3 39 qooh 1
o FRR ° 94 S TRt e & 6fs &t 7a drg
Sifeh gRAA & T 1 68 8l | 7% 39 e A [
e @ e iR R @ 99 g @1 STHR Hi
AT H TEATH 1 HTH SAR] HdaTe BT af69d Jod i
TAER & | R o gt & Wi ! TORES HT I
SEATH 1 AN STeR 81 St X qedfer fagamat i
famen &t =) Tl % SgER (979 o 3= e om0
B 2) Th W T 2, f@d ewmed &1 foen qam

THIT AT

(11)

g 2025



STt @ Hedst W G fHeaa duR T Aeaed 99
T ATt & T © R g gRud & w9 H STe a9
| 39 g 79 W dR@ 1 SHIcd 31ead 89 395 fesit
fa@n 2

- AASRR AfTE T, 1924 TS 3T

O A 319 T SR 1 91G 1 HE AEA § STTE
TRl 39 A8 3TheR 7 +ff 39 91d ! TSRS 7l foha
T Y 3TheR 1 T 9 FR R g o hel Teht 1l 1%
% A IRE, e F SRl JIE 99 T

T4 SUTSE 1 HiA SR A 39 S 39 faudd
HHy fifq ST | Tee TR 9 % AT oTu W A
TART| T 797 =19 61 Sidd | STeishs T SiR Sl AR el
I 4 =R e 7 fegati W IR @ ot Jeaht TR )
S8 ST & SfoA & oo =R9 91 d 9ga1 Tl 9rasd
1 I ARA B T4

AR & AR Y fog IR 33 W gU) Hewre
AR frarst, 95 | e e 97, TS § R gee
elg, geaEs | X B, WARR SR AW § W UEK,
e o e aRge| TR’ 3R W A & foavg 33 ©
forsie i oM o SRS 1 Efad 91 vife @ed &1 T
7 a8 ferR! 3R o fegell W TR &, 7 39 fauy
i fgg Gfed B IHehRT TTeRIY hd | IHehT TSfesll SIS o
T Hodad & qad 1 SR 541 A9 G ¥ /S Hla
TEel SRS o ST 3T dl 39 AU g U3 | 319+ o2
Y 3THT 9@M 39 FhR foman B

JESE ANH I o T g-g@m 3 T,
freierar = sifershr w1 feran oI & & wifga =& @ o
STehell & A, 3R Tehell & S @1 §) G Wiefd - i |
HH § IR 1 H1 @I &l e &7 5 garsa | om €, 5%
Fe I 9a Tl & fau & gt &) 54 o=t gpma e
1 IR forgml 1w T o Geh1l TET HiFd e =19
&l < T Aotk TR H o WA SR O 3T e
39 7 <@ HH|

B 4 FIET h <M A forar o § <1 @1 § 3iR”
T 1 TR ST ST ol o oiigt Rl ford < w1 §) g
anved It ® o o erehen oM o, W o1 34 ARl &
HIfES & T 5T W@ &1 g9 39 HIhel H1 G o 90 FiE
@A e fe@rg <an T SR aReRe @ fear WK w6l
@ = R

(T= T AU H & 3R ST HRO- 5% T
STerEf)

AR A1 G & o= o T Y Ao Bl AT B
T T fSTEeht & RO 3T e ot W He T €
for fegetl W TR & & SR T 9 3H AT 9
% G9F Bl T o

TH @ i forad o1 B0 g oeR A1 AT & o
o e foraR T &l € sifig e T=3 & ¢ o st
e Sfted o 3@ 1 & Rl oa1 81 ) 31ee T © SR
T @ - TorTg, feeett

(Rest of Page 09)

the world to his hearts content; ion Vanaprastha, the
terminus was reached when he become conscious by
experience of the ephemeral charactr of the mundane
attachments to life: and, lastly, came Sanyas, when he
detached himself off from the small, petty grooves in
which he had been moving all his life. He detached
himself from his family, from his caste, from his society,
and even from his country. Renouncing all, he became
of all. At this stage, he become the citizen of the world,
for whom every man was his brother, every family was
his family, every society was his society and every
country was his country. In this detachment oriented-
attachment and expansion of the Self, he fulfilled the
destiny for which the human body is given as a gift by
the Almighty:

- From the book 'Reminiscences
and Reflection of A Vedic Schoar
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thought in the morning
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your whole day.
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