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THE CONTRIBUTION OF THE VEDAS IN THE

3R° MILLENNIUM 3
E -Priya Vrata Das ]
If the primitive and undeveloped steam engine of James Watt
Is today remembered and respected by the modern scien-
tists, would it not be unwise and ungrateful to pay no attention :
¥ and forget the first ever speech of mani.e. the Vedas by all the
k human beings. More so, when that knowledge is proved to be
eternal and the prime source of all human efforts and happi-
ness. These Vedas remain as the paternal property of man-
kind being revealed at the dawn of each human creation. They
address to all possible spheres of healthy human activities.
X “ag Wy @A’ The Vedas is the eternal eye. thus says the
sage Manu. Swami Dayananda Saraswati in his book- “Intro- 3
2 duction to the Commentary of the Vedas" writes, -- The Vedas 3
having been revealed by and having always existed in the
¥ knowledge of God who is the first cause of combination and
separation, who remains ever unchanged in his essence, who
is without a beginning, eternal and unborn and whose might
k. endures forever, their eternity and truthfulness of the knowl-
x edge contained in them are established.
2 We do not possess a book of a date prior to the Veda in the
World Library. The Veda may be understood as one and sin- i
gular in the sense it is the primary and seed knowledge of
X man. It is sometimes described as three in number i.e. RK
X (Poem), Yajuh (Prose) and Saman (Song) distinguished by 3
their nature of composition. Generally speaking, the Vedas are
four - Rk, Yajuh, Saman & Atharva basing on their respective 3
X subject matter namely s (knowledge), =+ (action), sare=r 3
(communion) and fasm= (science)
Our Lord has manifested Himself to us in two ways (1) the
entire creation and (2) His work. We find a beautiful versa in
¥ Atharvaveda ‘T 9 @ %= ¥ TER 7 @ (Avx 8.32) F
k. — "Appreciate the poetry of the Lord, the beauty of which nei- %:
ther dies nor decayes". The Veda is the Divine Theory and the
¥ Cosmic Creation is the Divine work. Maharshi Patanjali in his i
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Yoga Darshan (1.26) exhorts -- ‘@ JaNMN T6: IS
— God is the first preceptor, and the Veda is the compendium
of these precepts. God's revealed knowledge is the seed of
all that man has brought upto this present status.

The revealed knowledge is the highest and ultimate authority
- ‘99 S IS 9o says the celebrated sage
Kanada. The Cosmic Creation and the Divine words are both
eternal poetries, one reflecting the other. The Creator is all
perfect, even so his Creation and Words i.e. Vedas. God and
His revealed knowledge are concomitant terms. This is what
implied in the expression “guine: quifaew” (Perfectness) and
“ga: g=OT:” (Self authority).

If there were no colour or form in natural objects, our eyes
would have been purposeless. In the same analysis, our hear-
ing and vocal organs would have been of no value had there
been no Divine Words or Divine Speech, bestowed on us.
The acoustic spectrum with all finer details pre-existed any of
us in Nature's creation. This explains the existence of Divine
speech which has passed on to us in the form of 'Shruti’. In
this context, it is often said that God is Word and Word is
God and God has been with the word and word with God.
The 'Shastra’s are 'Paurusheya’ being composed by man in
the light of 'Shruti’ i.e. the Vedas. It is to be emphasised that
the "Shruti" and "Shastra" have to be treated differently. Swami
Vivekananda describes the Shastras as second generation
books. He exhorts "the Second Class Books (of Manu,
Yajnavalkya, Puranas down to the Tantra) are subordinate to
the Shruti (the Vedas) in as much as whenever any one of
these contradicts any thing in the Shrutis, the Shrutis must
prevail."

Through millennia our ancestors have preserved the Shrutis
with utmost accuracy and have drawn inspiration from the
vedic wisdom. Prof. Max Muller observes, "The Texts of the
Vedas have been They could not imagine the infinite. But with
the advent of the Arya Samaj Movement, when people have
become educated, they now not only have a better means of
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livelihood but have also become people of noble and refined
: character; they can think and make their own decisions; they
x have developed a critical mind and have become rational be-
¥ ings; they can conceptualize the infinite as they have learnt
about the infinite nature of the Supreme Being. They have
studied the scriptures and literature associated with the Arya
X Samaj and consequently have a greater understanding of
"Dharma” (righteousness) in a universal manner, that is in
relation to the whole of mankind. They have developed a sen-
sitive mind full of consideration for others; they have also ac-
% quired a real knowledge of the self.
Swami Dayanand ji declared that he had not brought any-
X thing new, he had not invented anything, but had drawn all his
ideas from the Vedas "was heard, appreciated and carried
into action by many. Thus many people, started reading the
X scriptures, particularly the Vedas.
With the study of the Vedas, the Upanishads and other scrip-
tures, people started learning about the intrinsic living values
x and about the soul as propounded in these sacred books.
For example, in Atharva Veda, 18/8/44, it is said "The indi-
vidual soul is selfless, without and desire, firm, immortal self
existent and contented with his own blessedness. He is not
deficient or lacking from any side, any where but perfect in all
respects. The man who knows the soul as firm, not prone to
decay, and ever young does not fear death.
Moreover, through the Hindu Scriptures, we learn about the
¥ Law of Karma: rebirths until salvation, rebirth according to
our deeds in previous births, about union of immortal soul
with the mortal body and about the transmigration of the soul.
(see Rg Veda - 8/43/9 and Yajur Veda - 12/36). Again in Rig
¥ Veda - 1/164/20, Atharva Veda 9/9/20 and in Mundakopanshad
x 3/1/1 the Individual soul and the Supreme Soul are compared
to two beautiful birds perched on the same tree, united in the
bond of friendship, but one of them eating the fruit of the tree
(that is, enjoying the fruit of his actions), while the other (the
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Supreme Soul) simply observing as Impartial Dispenser of
justice without tasting the fruit of the tree as He is not affected
at all by the result of His actions.

Such knowledge makes us have greater strength of charac-
ter, gives us courage to persevere against all odds To give
such knowledge to the mass, the Arya Samaj Purohits
(Priests), the Pracharaks (Preachers), the Acharyas and the
Swamis have by means of their sermons, Upnishad kathas
and lectures made the masses more spiritual.

| wish to make a request to the Arya Samaj family of the world.
There are many scholars, Acharyas, Swamis and other people,
well-versed in the scriptures, who are old and are not well cared
for, but who can still share much of their experience and knowl-
edge with us. So, | wish to make a plea that a charitable insti-
tution be set up in India to take care of such learned people,
who in return can enrich us with their erudition. Besides, some
sort of institute could be founded to have the Vedas and other
scriptures related to the Arya Samaj translated and published
in many languages such as Tamil, Telegu, Marathi, Gujarati,
English and French so that the contents of these books may
be accessible to one and all. In this way Vedic culture and
values can be easily disseminated and perpetuated, and the
emergence of a better society can be expected. All the coun-
tries having an interest in the Arya Samaj are invited to contrib-
ute generously towards the implementation of these two am-
bitious projects at the earliest.

Thus, we see, the Arya Samaj is conductive to bringing greater
spirituality in one and all; it has made people more refined,
critical, rational, sensitive and selfless; it has infused in us
strength of character, nobility, generosity, a sense of justice
and equality, a feeling of brotherhood as well as fearlessness
and perseverance. People do not have blind faith in rituals or
superstition; people talk sweetly and in a calm manner, and
live a life full of actions. Moreover, the Arya Samaj through its
popular mottoes has inspired in us tolerance, friendship and
love for one and all.
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Learning From The Upanishads

-Ashok Vohra
Etymologically the word 'Upanishad’ means sitting near a teacher and
devoutly learning from him. It is believed that innumerable Upanishads
existed. Many of them are lost. However, 108 have been preserved.
Out of them too, 10 Upanishads- for which Shankaracharya wrote a
commentary-are treated as 'principal Upanishads'. They are: Isha, Kena,
Katha, Prashna, Mundaka, Mandukya, Taittiriya, Aitareya, Chhandogya
and Brihadaranyaka. Some scholars add Svetashvatara Upanishad also
in the category of principal Upanishads.
The names of Rishis or sages whose wisdom and thoughts constitute
the Upanishads are not known. Since the Upanishads mark the end of
the four Vedas-the source of philosophical thinking in India-they are
also called 'Vedanta’, the end or the perfect culmination point of the
teachings of Vedas. Upanishads, therefore, incorporate the highest
wisdoms of the Vedas.
The Upanishads teach us absolute and unqualified equality of all hu-
man beings. Atman, soul, is the essence of each individual, and Brah-
man, the Supreme Self, is the ultimate reality. Though the appearance
of each individual is different from others, the same Atman pervades all
beings. Atman or Brahman is the root of this manifest universe.
Like Brahman, Atman too cannot be defined by any finite attribute; it
can only be described as neti, neti-not this, not this. Atman is Sat and
Chit. The Upanishads teach us, Aham Brahmasmi and Tat tvamasi-I
am Brahman, so are you. Each individual is, therefore, Brahman. Since
ontologically each one of us is Brahman, there is nothing outside of us.
Consequently, there is no notion of 'Mam and Tava’ - 'mine and thine’
and hence there is no possibility of Ahamkara or ego.
Upanishads do not glorify either poverty or the weak. They say that
perfection cannot be achieved by the weak. They teach us to pursue
not just material values but also spiritual values. They do not emphasise
the pursuit of Dharma and Moksha alone; they emphasise the synthe-
sis of Kama and Artha that is desire and wealth, in our action. They
teach that materialism with its emphasis on material prosperity alone
is as grossly wrong as the pursuit of spiritualism with emphasis on
metaphysical matters. They teach us not to neglect or ignore our ma-
terial welfare at the cost of spiritual goals and vice versa.
Nonetheless, the Upanishads teach us that material aspects of life, how-
ever important they may be in human existence, do not exhaust the whole
of the personality of an individual. They stress that "man is never satis-
fied by wealth alone" and that "desires are never satiated by the enjoy-
ment of desires; thereby they only flame forth ever more like fire with
butter”. That is why they teach us to enjoy through renunciation’.
Upanishads make a distinction between 'need’ and 'greed’; between
'needs and 'preferences’. They do not deny either pursuit of wealth, or
of competition, or of innovation. Whatever goals moderation, following
the doctrine of golden mean or the middle path.
Our primary goal should be enhancement of the welfare of all includin
conservation and preservation of our environment. Upanishads teac
us that the pursuit of our goals, dealings, endeavours and our com-
merc_iall and business enterprises must be guided by Dharma-moral
principles.
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Oh God, May the celestial regions beyond all the planetary
bodies, by Your grace, be peaceful for us. May the intermedi-
ate region, the atmosphere and other phenomena be peaceful
for us. May the earth, the waters, herbs, vegetables and, cere-
als and all other products; all these, by Your grace be condu-
cive to our well-being. May all the learned men, Vedic lore, the
sun and other planets, You the Supreme Being alongwith the
whole universe be peaceful for us. Oh Almighty God, may all

living beings of the world be free from all evil passions.
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