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Mahatma's talisman

Mahatma Gandbhi is revered and T AT AR o W LWV speeding train, immersed in
called Father of the Nation, not 7o) EORRAL &€  thoughts, one of his slippers
because, he, by using his R 7 G/ ol ol Bl  slipped from his foot and fell on
principles of non-violence = T LY " the receding ground below. The
(Ahimsa), made the British quit ~ * ] IR A moment he realized that he has
India and earned freedom for the ¥ 3 /ot ! SN lost one of his sleepers, he
country, but because his life Nrgas <4 | A dropped the other one also.
epitomizes what is the ultimate § : ) ey > 4 When a co-passenger asked him
when it comes to human values. s LS | the reason for his intriguing
Here I'm referring to one » ] A i W he ! action of throwing the second
particular incident of his life. - ; i\l 114 sleeper as well, he replied, “One
Mahatma would always move in ~ EE=leie - - | slipper is of no use to me and it
third class while traveling by [ - e Z o would be of no use to the one
train simply because he believed i ol ‘ . would have got the first one
that he had no right to avail =~ = — sl — which fell accidentally. So I
higher class when majority ' —— i dropped the second one so that at
population of his country could g leasthe would have a full pair.”

afford only third class. He 'd —_— A man who was fighting with the
defend his decision by giving world's mightiest empire and
another forceful argument that %/ had entire nation looking to him
traveling in lowest class also SR O for direction and guidance

gave him the opportunity to " “ would not forget to do small-

know about the poorest of the small things or would not leave

poor ofhis country. STq # 319 311 3ATY Bl GfAST F UTd € these to others.
This was not all, he would df 3@ dv¢ H¥D THIGl D WIS A BIc He would make time to meet the
decline offer of security by gai\w 9 & 9 afedd © 9 & |@fa  vnshod man. He would take

saying that to hlm'securlty of his b ama & Bl e O U @l 3 leaye frpm deliberations of
people was more important than national importance to feed and

his own security. YSIAT| A9 9gd 9 Terd foia &9 4

During one such travels whenhe  dd SR |
was standing near the door of a
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ath the goat he had reared. He has left a billion dollar  action” I am confident, most of the problems afflicting th
advice for the rulers of the states and countries-"I give you  developed as well as developing countries would be over
a talisman, when in doubt, shut your eyes and think how if they follow Mahatma Gandhi but pity is that in his own
poorest of poor will be affected by your decision and country, itis reduced to garlanding him on his birthday.
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Impossible to be a God-seeker and a
power-seeker at the same time

It is impossible to be a God-seeker and a power-seeker
at the same time. People get addicted to power because
of insecurity or a sense of emptiness within. This
insecurity and emptiness begins when we distance
ourselves from God.

We often run after the creations rather than the Creator.
Seek God above all things and you will find peace that
the world cannot give and the world cannot take away
from you.
When you find Him, you are more powerful than all the
world’s powers put together.
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Single minded pursuit of money impoverishes the mind,
shrivels the imagination and desiccates the heart.

Prayer is not asking. It is a longing of the soul, a daily
admission of one's weakness. It is better in prayer to have a
heart without words than words without a heart.
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Aiitorial

In the first hymn in the Shanti Karamam of Rig Veda a
prayer is made to God: “ Oh God, the natural resources and
cosmic forces like fire, water, air, space, earth of which
entire Universe is made, may be auspicious for our
sustenance and these may bring peace and prosperity to us.
In the second part it is said 'Save us from their wrath which
comes with disaster, destruction and resultant diseases to
mankind.

faera or=il ya+ @} UR, @ W9rg 9o

AT—IMNd 99
I U AR
&Y 7 3 | |

a9ar  ai’kd—
gRP $IAX gl
grifed 9¥914d |

qff, uda, w9,
NIESERSICl

JraHd "= o
g HEd 8—=8
URATAR AT
I8 W R
ford AT
=5l

Again in Atharva Veda prayer is made for peace
everywhere, as gets manifested from this hymn-- 7 9Y
Thf~a Sifvr Bras 4, 9a 9, oa # 3R WA
H | = 9y wifa siford saRer #, a9 ga= ¥,
3"k areafa 991 Suaq A, oo fazd Ws ddq
q] =@ uyq wfed IR | May peace prevail in the

skies, May peace prevail on earth, May peace prevail in
vast space May peace prevail in the flowing river, May
water be soothing and may plants and trees be conducive
to health.

This prayer for peace is made because these cosmic forces

have as much potential to cause destruction, as of
\ﬁaining our life, when not preserved and respected.
)

Respect the existence
and might of cosmic forces

Ifwe go deep we will find that every thing in this Universe

when not handled properly or when we try to play mischief
with its natural behavior turns violent and then it hits back
at us. Even the most docile animal like cow has the
potential to turn violent. Same is true of these cosmic
forces. For example, when we try to restrict the flow of
river, it starts overflowing at one point or the other and
causes devastation.

Man by nature is adventures and is curious to know more
and more about the nature. But knowing is one thing and to
invade is other. Today man has invaded the natural
resources and has
challenged their
might. Since ages
seekers of truth had
been going to
mountains but on
foot in the spirit of
penance. They
never tried to
disturb nature in
their pursuit for
knowledge. It is
only in last fifty
years that man has
started invading
these places
overzealously with
mechanized means
like Buses, cars,
helicopters etc. It is
akin to handling the
cow by holding it from its horns so naturally we have to
remain prepared for counter attack also. Man always
enjoyed unique relationship with these natural resources
like water and water bodies and would pay obeisance to
these but things go wrong when obeisance just becomes
rhetoric and we start abusing these.

Solution is to respect the existence and might of these
cosmic forces. They have to be loved and respected as we
do to our own child. We massage our child with the best
oil, try to give most nutritious food and take care of all his
needs. The calamities what we witnessed in Utrakhand
and now in Kashmir have a lesson for us that we need to
respect and love theses cosmic forces and earth planet.
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Last lesson

They tell of a very rich and smart man who lived many
years ago in a city far away. Though he had a big family, a
wife, children and grandchildren, but his sons and their
children were living separately. He was generous to all of
them and was loved and respected by them.

One day his wife passed away and he was left alone in a big
palatial house. After the mourning period, his
children came to him and said “Oh revered
one, we request you not to stay alone and 4 =
live with us. We will not let you feel any A85
scarcity and all your needs will be taken [ *
care of.” Peng

s

The man agreed and moved to his eldest
son. All his sons and their wives would
take good care of him and he was quite
satisfied. After some time he thought to himself,

“Of what use is my house and other possessions. I should
sell these and distribute the wealth amongst them during
my life time only.” He executed his plans and distributed
his wealth to his sons.

s
&

In the initial few months he never felt the scarcity of any

thing. His sons would take care of all his needs. His
children visited him regularly. But slowly, the children and
grandchildren stopped showing their faces. At the house,
his elder son also became non-caring and the old man
would feel ignored. The condition became such that he
would get his daily needs, only when he would lierally beg
from the servant. Family members would turn their backs
to his beseeching eyes. He would regret his decision but
now it was too late. One day one of his old friends visited
him and he was pained to see him in such a miserable
consition. They discussed something.

Next day the friend visited him again when his son was
also present and said to his eldest son, “ You see I am
leaving this place to live with my son. This is the key of a
suitcase in which your father had kept precious jewellary.
Other key is with your father. For opening the box, both
the keys should be used simultaneously. This key I am
carrying but would be made available to you only when
my friend says or he dies.”

When everyone gathered, the man said: "I
had told you that I sold everything, but
.\ that wasn't the truth. As my friend
| disclosed, I still have a suitcase filled
with gold and jewellery, which is kept
under the tree in our backyard. But
keeping in view the past experience, [ will
give the keys to the one who takes care of me
until my death. "

Wonls

W

RN e
g e

Everyone was very excited to hear this, and from that day
the man was not only served well but was placed on a high
pedestal with all comforts and goodies at his disposal and
he lived the rest of his life in peace.

After his death, his family gathered around the big tree and
one of them began digging. Indeed they found the big
suitcase and with great ceremony opened it also with the
two keys.

But inside, all they found was a huge image of a donkey
carrying an envelope. The envelope contained a letter with
only one line.

"Only an ass gives everything away too soon.

11
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DISCIPLINE

Prof. S P Puri

‘Discipline is the bridge between
goals and accomplishment.” —Tom
Rohn
“To enjoy good health, to bring true
happiness to one's family, to bring
peace to all, one must first
discipline and control one's own
mind. If a man can control his
mind, he can find the way to
enlightenment and all wisdom and
virtue will naturally come to him.’—Buddha
‘Do not train a child to learn by force or harshness, but
direct him to it by what amuses his mind, so that you may
be better able to discover with accuracy the peculiar bent
ofthe genius of each.’— Plato
‘Discipline is the refining fire by which talent becomes
ability.’—~Roy Smith
‘It is not the work that is hard, it is the discipline.’
—Anonymous
Boys of muscle, brain and power are needed every hour, so
goes a popular saying. This is achievable if in our early
life, we emphasize on energy, power and originality and in
the later part of our life, the qualities in focus are character,
personality and soul; provided discipline is the hallmark
of our living style. Energy implies physical, mental and
moral energy and these are to be acquired and cultivated.
Power is defined as rate of doing work and thus implies
handling our job efficiently. The originality in us implies
the stamp of our identity and personality. However these

qualities are attainable only by leading a life of
discipline. Without discipline, no one can dedicate
him or her to a worthy cause. In our formative
years, a thorough attempt is to be made to imbibe

these qualities of character, so that we can play our
part well in the course of our existence. Nothing of
consequence was ever attained without discipline.
If the stray electrons are made to flow in a wire, it
constitutes an electric current which can be put to
myriad uses. If the rain water is collected at a high
altitude place, a dam can be built. The potential
energy of the water in the dam can be converted
into electric power by a turbine and electricity
produced will light our homes and factories.

We waste many hours in idle gossip and small talk
which if saved can be utilized for some productive
activity. The history is replete with examples
where the spare moments were used in creating a
beautiful poem or making a useful invention. The
famous poem “Psalm of Life” was written by
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow while preparing tea.
An American president used to carry a book in his
pocket which he will read while the meals are being
served. Thus never underestimate the power and
potential of small hours in creating worthwhile
contribution, since many a little makes a mickle.
394. Sector 38 A, Chandigarh-160014

Prof. S. P. Puri, a renowned academician, ex U.G.C.
Emeritus Fellow, was Professor and Chairman,
Department of Physics, Panjab University, Chandigarh..
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academic career. He was one of the earliest in the country

to establish the studies of Nuclear Gamma-Ray
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Lighter Moments

One day Banta, who was working as an aero plane cleaner was cleaning the pilots' cockpit
when he saw a book entitled 'How to fly an aero plane for beginners.' Volume---1. He
opened the first page which said, “To start the engine, press the red button.”. He did so and
the airplane engine started. He was happy and opened the next page. “To set airplane
moving, press the blue button.” He did so and the aero plane started moving at an amazing
speed. He wanted to fly so he opened the third page which read, “To let the aero plane fly,

After 20 minutes of flying, he was satisfied and wanted to land so he decided to go to the

fourth page.

He fainted after reading the instructions
land, please purchase Volume ---

'"The fourth page read, “To learn how to
[T at the nearest bookshop!!!!
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An NRI is not a foreigner

Bhartendu Sood

THE recent incident related to a village school near
Lucknow, which temporarily admitted a fluent English-
speaking student from a public school to impress the
visiting former US President Bill Clinton about its
standard of education, once again reinforces the view that
when it comes to foxing others, we are the past masters and
if the person at the other end happens to be a foreigner,
then immediately we switch over to the top gear as this
anecdote will reveal.

Sometime back, three of my friends from Sri Lanka visited
the Taj in Agra.
Standing in a queue in
front of the ticket
counter meant for
foreigners, they were
approached by a
gentleman. “Sir, we
value your time and
have a special
arrangement for you”.
And soon he got them
three tickets by taking
Rs 2,250 (For a
foreign visitor the
entry charges are Rs
750 each). They were
happy and thanked i i

him profusely. Back in r
the hotel as they e
casually looked at the ot W
tickets, they were g o
shocked to find that . gl ""]
the printed value on h oo ,ﬂfll

the ticket was Rs 20.

He had managed their entry with the tickets meant for
Indians.

But when you try this on an NRI, chances are that he beats
you at your own game as another incident narrated by my
friend in Dasua suggests.

An NRI Sardarji had come to his village after three years.
Naturally most of the appliances in his palatial house,
which was locked during this period, had become non-
functional. Finding our sweltering heat intolerable, first he
looked for an AC mechanic. The one whose nick name was
Kala did the repairs and demanded Rs 800. Sardarji
instantly gave him a Rs 1,000 note. A bit surprised that

Sardarji didn't indulge in haggling, though his labour
\:h<ges already had that provision, he hurriedly took out

Rs 200 to refund him. Sardarji pompously patted his back
and said: “Kala, keep it . This is a small tip. Yes, if you don't
mind send an electrician.” Within minutes Kala was there
with one. When the job was over, Kala quietly relieved the
electrician. Having already tasted Sardarji's generosity,
Kala demanded double the amount which he was paid
without any fuss. Now, Kala would take care of Sardarji's
all needs, from repairs to the supply of daily needs. But
what was really astonishing was that despite Kala's
unfettered greed, Sardarji's remained munificent.

Now the time had
come for Sardarji to
return. Busy in normal
téte-a-téte with Kala,
he made an overture,
“Kale, I've found you
very enterprising. You
can earn at least 10
times the money you
earn here if you
migrate to Italy.” It
sent Kala on the
seventh heaven.
Betraying his
emotions, he muttered:
“Sardarji, I was
already thinking of
making this request to
you. Indeed, God is
very kind to me”.
Sardarji paused and
said, “Look, the Italian
government takes
around 5,000 Indians
every year for agriculture work. I can forward your name
but one has to pay around Rs I lakh to middle men. Since
you served me so well I will pay Rs 50,000 from my
pocket but the balance Rs 50,000 you will have to
arrange.”

The next day Kala was at Sardarji's feet with a bag of Rs
50,000 and both separated happily. Three months had
passed but there was no news. Worried and anxious, at last
Kala called Sardarji. “Kale, sorry. This time you were not
lucky. But, next time I will ensure that you are selected but
please send at least one lakh as the rates have gone up” was
the reply.

Kala had understood that any NRI was an Indian before he
became an NRI. Therefore, one should never
mistake of trating NRI like a foreigner.
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Chandigarh-2691964, 5076448, 2615360, 2700987, 2708497, Manimajra-2739682, Panchkula 2580109,
2579090, 2571016, Mohali-2273123, 2212409, 2232276, Zirakpur-295108, Shimla- 2655644, Delhi-23344469,
27325636,47041705, 27381489, Yamunanagar-232063, Dehradoon-2712022, Bhopal-2550773, 9425302317,
Jaipur-2318554, Raipur-9425507000, Lucknow-2683019, Ranchi-09431941764, Guwhati-09864785009,
2634006, Meerut- 8923638010, Bikaner-2521148, Batala-240903, Gwaliyar-2332483, Surat-2490151, Jammu-
2542205m, Gajiabad-2834062, Noida-2527981, Nagpur-9422108322, Ludhiana-2741889, 9915312526,
Amritsar-2558543, Jallandhar-2227877, Ambala Cantt-4002178, Panipat-4006838, Agra-0941239552,
Patiala-2360925, Bhatinda-2255790
Medicine is available in other places also, Please contact us to know the name of the shop/dealer.
RS BRATRFECHAS AHE 2317 Hde 45—Y TUSHIS 160047
0172-2662870, 92179 70381, E-mail : bhartsood@yahoo.co.in
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SUPPLIERS OF ANHYDROUS AMMONIA AND LIQUOR AMMONIA
D-4 Industrial Focal Point, Derabassi, District (Mohali) Punjab
Contact:- Rakesh Bhargav, Branch Manager 093161-34239, 01762-652465
Fax 01762-282894. Email- asco.db@ascoindia.com & ascodb@gmail.com
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40 years

in service I ] DIPLAST

PLASTICSLIMITED |
AN ISO 9001 COMPANY

C-36, Industrial Phase 2, S.A.S. Nagar, Mohali (Pb.) India
Phone : +91-172-2272942, 5098187, Fax : +91-172-2225224
E-mail : diplastplastic@yahoo.com, Web : www.diplast.com

QUALITY IS OUR STRENGTH
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DIPLAST

Contact : Bhartendu Sood 231, Sector 45-A, Chandigarh
9217970381 and 0172-2662870
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