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Only if P V Narasimha Rao had Vajpayee's clout
Bhartendu Sood

Yes, to me honouring Atal Bihari Vajpayee with Bharat
Ratna is a political decision. Every person who makes
to the top has some sterling qualities, so also Vajpayee
had, but to award him before awarding the Ex Prime
Minister Mr P V Narasimha Rao smacks of partisan
approach of the present NDA regime. This is the same
situation when Sachin Tendulkar was awarded Bharat
Ratna before even considering more deserving like
hockey wizard Dhyan Chand, that UPA did with eyes
on the votes in the election year, on account of
Tendulkar's huge popularity. It is quite evident that if
UPA was not free from personal biases in the selection
for this highest honour, NDA is also not.

As we know well, Mr. Narasimha
Rao was an accidental prime
minister who was all set to retire
from politics when the
assassination of former Prime
Minister Rajiv Gandhi in 1991
placed him at the centre of Indian
political scene. But, this accidental
appointment changed the destiny
of the nation as had never
happened before, after the
independence. His tenure as the
PM came to define the dividing line between the old
India and the new. His tenure will be remembered for
country's departure from crony capitalism in the form of
license Raj to a more liberalized economy on which our
modern India stands. Today if our business landscape
has new breed of self made, technology savvy and
internationally acclaimed figures like Narayan Murthy,
founder of Infosys and Azim Premji founder of Wipro;
and many others and a country is known as an I'T power
house, credit goes to the reforms brought about by Mr.
Narasimha Rao.

»

=

i

The man who was described indecisive by political
pundits when he became the Prime Minister surprised
his detractors by moving ahead decisively to build the
new India. Even as he selected persons for his cabinet,
he proceeded to lay down the groundwork for the mega
reforms and nothing manifests it better than picking up
internationally acknowledged economist Manmohan

% as the Finance Minister, an apolitical selection,

b

not many could think of at that time. In a television
address on June 22, only a day after he took the oath of
office, he placed before the nation the new policy
framework.

"We are determined to address the problems of the
economy in a decisive manner. This government is
committed to removing the cobwebs that come in the
way of rapid industrialization. We will work towards
making India internationally competitive; taking full
advantage of...opportunities offered by the evolving
global economy...We also welcome foreign direct
investment so as to accelerate the tempo of
development, upgrade our technologies and to promote
our exports. Obstacles that come in
the way of allocating foreign
investment on a sizable scale will
be removed. A time-bound
programme will be worked out to
streamline our industrial policies
and programmes to achieve the
goal of a vibrant economy that
rewards creativity, enterprise and
innovativeness." said Rao.

Affable and endowed with huge
charisma, Vajpayee like other distinguished
personalities had his qualities of head and heart but he
did nothing special to deserve this award. He did not
give a new direction to the country in any area, what
Narasimha Rao did by shaking our economy from the
bottom or Sardar Patel did by joining all states in to a
nation, or Jawahar lal did by making secularism and
democracy as the cornerstones of our constitution
which has given stability to our country or Lal Bahadur
Shastri did in his short span by carving special place for
Jawan and Kissan in our national ethos.

It is a sad fact that even a person like Narender Modi
who swears by development was driven by personal
biases and loyalty rather than the cold logic. If the
Congress party has been unfair to Rao, Modi has been
no different when it comes to honouring distinguished
persons. In all fairness the next Bharat Ratna awardees
should be Mr P V Narasimha Rao and hockey
wizard Dhyan Chand.
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Aryans were from Sapta Sindhu region
Dr. K K Dhaumia

Despite divergent views and opinions of the
worldwide scholars about the contents of Rig Veda, it
has been widely accepted as the most ancient book
available in the libraries world around. To pinpoint the
geographical origin of the Vedic Aryans, the author
relies upon the various references in this most ancient
book, Rig Veda. The analytical study of these references
in the form of Sukta ( hymn) and mantras ( verses)
encourages him to conclude that the Vedic Aryans had
originated in ancient Sapta Sindhu region, comprising
the area on which seven important rivers flowed. There
are numerous references to theserivers, in Rig Veda.

While talking of seven rivers in Sapta Sindhu
region, the most important are mighty Sindhu and
Saraswati. River Sindhu rises in Tibet near the Man
Sarover lake and moves to the north of the Kailash
mountain; winding its way to the North west, it enters
Kashmir region. From there it flows to the territory of
present day Pakistan and becomes the part of Arbaian
Sea near Karachi. In its long run of 1800 miles, it has its
major tributaries like river Kabul and five rivers of
erstwhile undivided Punjab. Then other most important
river of Sapta Sandhu region was Saraswati which had
its origin in the Sirmor hills of Shivalik range and then
flowing through Kurukshetra, would eventually meet
the western ocean near Prabha Gujarat State. This
mighty ancient river is extinct since long and its traces
can be found in the form of dry bed. One should not
confuse the said river Saraswati with the mythical river
Saraswati said to be flowing underneath along the
confluence of Ganges and Yamuna at Prayag (
Allahabad). Although the river Sindhu in the West and
the river Saraswati in the east were the boundaries of the

Vedic Aryan territory known as Sapta Sindhu, yet the
river Kabul and certain other nearby rivers in the
present day Afganistan, and the rivers Ganges and
Yamuna in modern day Haridwar district of Utrakhand
were within the reach and knowledge of Vedic Aryans.
We find the mention of these rivers in Rig Veda time and
again and it should encourage one to conclude that
Vedic Aryans were from Sapat Sindhu region. In Rig
Vedano other river finds any reference. If for asecond it
is believed that Aryans had migrated from any other
place to this particular belt, they must have made a
mention of their origin directly or indirectly. How could
any race totally obliterate their past or place of origin,
especially the Vedic Aryans who had so much respect
for mother earth, its resources and environment. This is
not all, their thought process and other rituals time and
again refer to this particular region comprising of seven
rivers.

Therefore, from the study of Rig Veda one
can easily conclude that Vedic Aryans did not
migrate from any other place as opined by many
foreign and Indian scholars. The view point
expressed by the founder of Arya samaj, Maharishi
Dayanand Saraswati, who undisputedly is one of
the greatest Vedic Scholars by virtue of his
command over Sanskrit grammar, also
corroborates this view point.

Dr Dhaumia is Ph.D. in Sanskrit from
Punjab University. These are the excerpts
from his book Hindu Culture: its origin and
evolution
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This culture of duality.

Today, every person seems to be living in a culture of
duality. When it comes to their profession, everyone is
well-equipped. If you speak to him about his
professional subject, he will give you a detailed answer
for every question. But, if you ask him about those
issues which pertain to human life, that is, non-
professional issues, then you will find that he is not
mentally prepared to discuss this subject. In a way when
it comes to knowing the science of life, most of us are
ill-equipped. Thus to conclude that today, man's
identity is more by his profession than his family life is
absolutely true. If a man is well placed no one is
bothered about his family life whether he is keeping his
wife well or a woman is taking care of her in-laws.

Itis not a question of balance; it is a question of
priority. I am not saying that everyone should keep a
balance between these two requirements. I am saying
that everyone has to rightly set, or reset his priorities.

The problem is that when you try to reset your
priorities, you fear that you are going to damage your

commercial interests, because when your mind is
\ﬂraaged in intellectual issues, it will not be able to

engage in money-related
issues. You gain one thing, but
at the same time you lose
another. But, this is not a
genuine excuse. You should not
think in terms of money: you
should think rather in terms of
intellectual development.
Intellectual development is so
important that no excuse for
neglecting it is acceptable.
Adopt a simple formula: make
intellectual development your
first priority and then try to
manage all other aspects of your life.

Lack of intellectual development is not a very
simple matter. And it is the lack of intellectual
development which has resulted in all those problems
that are common in our present age, for example,
tension, unnecessary disease, lack of peace of mind and
losing that very thing that man so desperately wants —
happiness.
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Chandigarh-2691964, 5076448, 2615360, 2700987, 2708497, Manimajra-2739682, Panchkula 2580109,
2579090, 2571016, Mohali-2273123, 2212409, 2232276, Zirakpur-295108, Shimla- 2655644, Delhi-23344469,
27325636,47041705, 27381489, Yamunanagar-232063, Dehradoon-2712022, Bhopal-2550773, 9425302317,
Jaipur-2318554, Raipur-9425507000, Lucknow-2683019, Ranchi-09431941764, Guwhati-09864785009,
2634006, Meerut- 8923638010, Bikaner-2521148, Batala-240903, Gwaliyar-2332483, Surat-2490151, Jammu-
2542205m, Gajiabad-2834062, Noida-2527981, Nagpur-9422108322, Ludhiana-2741889, 9915312526,
Amritsar-2558543, Jallandhar-2227877, Ambala Cantt-4002178, Panipat-4006838, Agra-0941239552,
Patiala-2360925, Bhatinda-2255790
Medicine is available in other places also, Please contact us to know the name of the shop/dealer.
RS BRATRFECHAS AHE 2317 Hde 45—Y TUSHIS 160047
0172-2662870, 92179 70381, E-mail : bhartsood@yahoo.co.in
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