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The Lesson in 'dharma’ Japanese

taught in their moments of grief
Neela Sood

The recent earthquake in Nepal

reminds me of similar earthquake

Japan experienced four years

back. The way Japanese

‘ conducted themselves in those

A 7 B moments of grief and crises is a

(?,‘ 0 11 lesson for every body and it

_ ,7/ 11| showed their character. A few
Fidd Y B

things which left an indelible
impression on my minds are.
As a nation they refused to take aid from the

outside world since they felt that they could 8

manage on their own. When the relief items like
food, clothing was being distributed to the
affected; they not only made a queue but when E=
somebody felt that the other was needier than him, pe
he left his place for him. The foreign journalists
were wonderstruck as they could not find even a
single instance where the affected jostled to grab
food packets or created ruckus to have as much as &
possible by denying to other deserving.

People deposited the valuables found at the
affected area with the Police Station and what
leaves one overwhelmed is that there were only
genuine sufferers who approached to file claim
and vast number of valuables remained unclaimed.

Average Japanese reduced his purchase of various
house hold needs so that these were available to those
who were affected. Can one believe that those who had
to run outside for shelter when tremors struck, went
back to clear their bills in restaurants and hotels once
the situation had normalised. Japanese shopkeepers
lowered the prices of the general utility goods at the
expense of their own profit margin.

At one stage, it was felt that running of a few pumps to

cool the nuclear reactors was absolutely essential. Fifty
odd engineers risked their lives to set right the damaged
pumps and operate them.

Agony of loss of kin and other things was visible on
their faces but there was no attempt to tell to the world
around them. .People showed strength of character by
exercising patience, tolerance and the resistance in such
moments of crises and confined their agony to
themselves only.

The meaning of dharma is 'moral values or ethics'
which regulate life, like truth, love, compassion, non-
violence, forgiveness, patience, tolerance, cleanliness
of self and the environment, to shun the tendency to
hoard and righteous conduct., while these remain
loaded in our scriptures and we do our bit by chanting
and singing they showed by their actions. This is how
Japan has time and again emerged like a phoenix from
the ashes to command a place of pride in the world
whether it is economy, technology, new innovations or
wafare. 9217970381
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In Everlasting Rememberance

You are the wind that blows,

You're the diamond's glit on the snow,
You're the sunlight on the ripened grain,
You're the gentle autumn's rain.

When awaken in the morning hush,
You're swift uplifting rush

of quite birds in circled light,

You're the soft star that shines in the night,
You're with us,so why to cry;

You're there, you didn't die,

Your memory is a treasure,

You are loved beyond words &

Vishal Batta
14.05.1992 to 09.06.2010

Missed beyond measure.

Grief Striken

Grand Parents and parents, relatives and friends,

R.R. Batta and Vijay, Sanjay and Renu, Sudhir and Mira and Mehak
5268/2 Modern Housing Complex, Mani Majra-160101 (UT)
Chandigarh.9814067786,9814879786,8968863786, 2731986
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OVERCOMING OBSTACLES

Prof. S P Puri

People are always blaming their
circumstances for what they are...
I don't believe in circumstances.
The people who get on in this
world are the people who get up
and look for the circumstances
they want and if they can't find
them, they make them.--George
Bernard Shaw

Formulate and stamp indelibly on your mind a mental

picture of yourself as succeeding. Hold this picture
tenaciously. Never permit it to fade. Your mind will
seek to develop the picture. Do not build up obstacles in
your imagination.--Norman Vincent Peale

Success is to be measured not so much by the position
that one has reached in life but by the obstacles which he
has overcome.--Booker T. Washington

The block of granite which is an obstacle in the pathway
of'the weak becomes a stepping-stone in the pathway of
the strong.--Thomas Carlyle

Look skyward; there is no whiteness, since whiteness is
imparted to sun's rays only when these are obstructed by
the crust of earth. Likewise, life's challenges help us to
discover who we are. Good pilots are made by rough
weather.

Opyster turns into pearls the sand that annoys it. Thus
there will be no pearls if there is no sand. Only when we
face obstacles, we discover the timber we are made of.
Once we know ourselves, we welcome any challenges
like a good general for whom a war is a feast.

If there are no pebbles in the path of the stream, there
will be no music. It is the difficulties which empower us
to undertake challenging projects. Each one of us is like
a spring of infinite strength, coiled up in the human
body. We unfold and develop under the social
panorama. In reality, life itself is the tendency to
develop under the circumstances which tend to press it
down.

Nature, when she adds difficulties, adds brains,
said Emerson. Two of the three greatest epic poets of
the world, Homer and Milton, were stark blind and the
third Dante, was nearly so. With this handicap having

happened, they could not dissipate their superior genius
in any other way but to concentrate in one particular
direction. Homer is the author of the Iliad and the
Odyssey and is revered as the greatest of Greek epic
poets. John Milton was an English poet, man of letters
and a civil servant for the Commonwealth of England
under Olive Cromwell. He is best known for his epic
poem Paradise Lost (1667) written in blank verse.
Together with his Paradise Regained, he is considered
to be the greatest of English poets. Dante was a major

»

h—-_._

Italian poet of the middle Ages. His Divine Comedy,
originally called Comedia and later called Divina, is
widely considered the greatest literary work composed
in the Italian language and a masterpiece of world
literature.

A person with a strong will power shows himself in
action and proves himself in achievement. Cricketer
Virender Sehwag willed early in life that he would be
another Sachin Tendulkar. The rest was done by action,
character and removal of obstacles that hamper success.
Both Beethoven, who composed the Ninth Symphony
and Helen Keller, who overcame staggering physical
handicap, had an aim that was clear and strong. They

put their entire self into it and pushed themselves up and
on with an overmastering drive. Tel. 0172-26914y
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M/S AMMONIA SUPPLY COMPANY

(An ISO 9001-2008 Certified Company)
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SUPPLIERS OF ANHYDROUS AMMONIA AND LIQUOR AMMONIA
D-4 Industrial Focal Point, Derabassi, District (Mohali) Punjab
Contact:- Rakesh Bhargav, Branch Manager 093161-34239, 01762-652465
Fax 01762-282894. Email- asco.db@ascoindia.com & ascodb@gmail.com
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No pain, no gain

My daughter had a break after her exams. I decided to
take her to Fatehpur & Sikri near Agra and booked our
berths by Chhatisgarh Express that leaves Ambala at
10.20 in the night and touches Agra at 8. AM., enabling
one to spend full day for sight seeing in Agra.

As we reached the Station, for a minute, our entire plan
appeared going awry since the train was reported to be
late by six hours with expected arrival at 4.10AM. We
sat down to weigh various options. “I think even if the
train leaves at 4.AM, we will be in Agra by 2 PM. We
can use the day to visit Taj and the Fort and next day we
can visit Fatehpur& Sikri” wife poured her wisdom.
That looked to be the

train itself but it should not be more than Rs 300 per
berth, which is quite reasonable also. Yes, I can send my
man with you to platform No 6 where the train will
come” he said. As we were moving to platform No 6, |
felt greatly amused with two findings, first whether
NDA or UPA, Prabhu or Bansal, corruption down the
line remains unaffected, second, a section of privileged
govt. employees continue to have a ferocious sense of
entitlement for extra booty..

As the train ambled along, almost empty unreserved
compartments caught my attention. We got in to the
specified reserved bogey to find about 10 passengers

only option to save the
tour, so we decided to
relax in the Waiting
hall. It was already 3.20
A M when the shrill of
mobile buzzer
awakened me from
somnolent
wakefulness. 1 rushed
to know the fresh status
of'the train.

Situation had
worsened. Now the
expected time was

a¥efl I R US|

7 offaq 9 IR&a F fyerar 2| g9 4
HAR dRg ®R”— 9 SHEQNI
T Uh 09T SATeT HIadl 2
AT g8 44T © b Reaa a7
It IHR, ey 9+ i
2 Reaa #Her wer 2, odfeq
39 oiex} &l AR%d ¥ 3+ a1t
fda I A Ig AL ATH
fo sOPT IWR P M

safed s fiaq urer ot
diergad sRA™T 9 v wafta smiwHrsh

with beseeching
expressions, waiting
for berth to be allotted.
Not the one who'd pay
bribe, I saw no sense in
wasting time and we
hurriedly got down to
get in to the adjoining
unreserved
compartment. There
was enough room to lie
down and soon we
slipped in to slumber.
Train was at Mathura
station when a new
entrant nudged to seek

6.30AM. “No point
spending entire day in
the train, better look for other option” I thought to
myself. The Board displaying arrival and departure of
trains caught my attention and I could see Heera Kund
Express from Amritsar to Vishakapatnam, arriving at
4.20 AM. I gingerly entered the TC's room to share my
new plan. Luckily TCs were very courteous. “Sir, what
you've decided is the best option. Heera Kund will
reach Agra at 12.00 hrs. Moreover, you'll get full refund
for the tickets. But, then you need berths since entering
in to an unreserved compartment is not your cup of tea
as these are badly crowded.” one of them said.

His advice sent me in to thinking mode but then one of
the TCs walked an extra mile to help us. “Sir, itis not the
time to ponder. Go and cancel these tickets and get
general class tickets. In the meanwhile I'll talk to the TT

s. You can talk to the TT about his charges in the

room for himself.

Happy to have recovered the lost ground, now we were
chatting and naturally the nightmare of the previous
night was the center point. [ saw an opportunity to give a
piece of advice to my daughter, “My child, alone Govt.
can not eradicate corruption. We as citizens have also a
role to play. The common man who waxes eloquently
about the dishonesty of politicians, bureaucracy and the
system at large seldom realises that he too constitutes
and contributes to the big, bad ugly society that we are
talking about. It is clearly the case of the pot calling the
kettle black! Each one of us is most definitely
contributing to the mayhem. We need to take a firm
resolve to not pay bribes; come what may. No doubt, it
calls for putting up with some discomfort like standing
in queue, but then they say “No pain, no gain”. Charity
begins at home when we aspire to clean up the Aegean
stables.” Tel. 0172-2662870

on the train.” With in 10 minutes we were there with our
\L{gﬂg&ge “Sir, I've checked. You should be able to get
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Wholesaler

Tel.:

U

Retaller of
HAMDARD, DABUR, BAIDHYANATH,
GURUKUL KANGRI, KAMDHENU JAL

& All kinds of Ayurvedic & Unani Medicines
Booth No. 65, Sec. 20-D, Chandigarh

0172-2708497
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Chandigarh-2691964, 5076448, 2615360, 2700987, 2708497, Manimajra-2739682, Panchkula 2580109,
2579090, 2571016, Mohali-2273123, 2212409, 2232276, Zirakpur-295108, Shimla- 2655644, Delhi-23344469,
27325636,47041705, 27381489, Yamunanagar-232063, Dehradoon-2712022, Bhopal-2550773, 9425302317,
Jaipur-2318554, Raipur-9425507000, Lucknow-2683019, Ranchi-09431941764, Guwhati-09864785009,
2634006, Meerut- 8923638010, Bikaner-2521148, Batala-240903, Gwaliyar-2332483, Surat-2490151, Jammu-
2542205m, Gajiabad-2834062, Noida-2527981, Nagpur-9422108322, Ludhiana-2741889, 9915312526,
Amritsar-2558543, Jallandhar-2227877, Ambala Cantt-4002178, Panipat-4006838, Agra-0941239552,
Patiala-2360925, Bhatinda-2255790
Medicine is available in other places also, Please contact us to know the name of the shop/dealer.
YRS BRATRFYEHAS 7B 2317 Adex 45-T TUSHIS 160047
0172-2662870, 92179 70381, E-mail : bhartsood@yahoo.co.in
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40 years

in service I ] DIPLAST

PLASTICSLIMITED |
AN ISO 9001 COMPANY

C-36, Industrial Phase 2, S.A.S. Nagar, Mohali (Pb.) India
Phone : +91-172-2272942, 5098187, Fax : +91-172-2225224
E-mail : diplastplastic@yahoo.com, Web : www.diplast.com

QUALITY IS OUR STRENGTH
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DIPLAST

Contact : Bhartendu Sood 231, Sector 45-A, Chandigarh
9217970381 and 0172-2662870
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