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Why large pictorial
health warnings on
tobacco packages?

The Public Health Fraternity of India expresses
deep shock and disappointment over the new
notification issued by the Government of India
on 1 April 2015, which puts on hold, the
implementation of 85% pictorial health warnings
on the front and back of all tobacco packages
w.e.f. 1st April, 2015. We believe this was done
following the recommendations of the
Committee on Subordinate Legislation to the
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare
(MOHFW). Some members of the Committee
represent the bidi industry and therefore their
opinion presents a clear case of conflict of
interest. They have requested the MOHFW to
keep implementation of the Specified Health
Warnings, notified vide GS.R. 727 (E) dated
15th October, 2014, in abeyance till the final
report of the Committee is submitted. They have
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primarily raised doubts about the link between
tobacco and cancer and stated that this needs
to be examined further in the context of India. It
is sad that despite numerous existing studies
and recent petitions and representations
submitted to the Government by public health
experts, national and international
organizations, the MOHFW has chosen to place
public health on the back burner and the revised
pictorial health warnings on hold. Hard facts
about tobacco use and why it needs to be
regulated

1) The Government of India has published
several evidence-based reports and studies in
collaboration with other agencies, which
include:

a. Report of Tobacco Controlin India 2004

b. Bidi Smoking and Public Health, 2008

Bhavna B Nllikhopadhyay.

c. Global Adult Tobacco Survey, India 2010

All these establish the close link between
tobacco and cancer as well as other tobacco-
related diseases. There are several other
studies available in the public domain.

2) Each day 5500 youth initiate tobacco use,
2500 Indians die daily due to tobacco-related
diseases and 10 lakh Indians die annually due
to diseases caused by tobacco.

3) Economic Burden of Tobacco Related
Diseases in India (2014) commissioned by
Ministry of Health & Family Welfare states that
the total economic costs attributable to tobacco
use from all diseases in India in the year 2011 for
persons aged 35-69 years amounted to
Rs.1,04,500 crores. The total revenue from all
tobacco products in the same year constituted
only 17% of the estimated costs of tobacco.
Why large pictorial health warnings on
tobacco packages?

- The WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco
Control (WHO FCTC), a global convention
enlists key evidence based strategies for
reduction of demand and supply of tobacco. The
Government of India ratified the WHO-
Framework Convention on Tobacco Control in
February 2005, and hence is legally obligated to
take systematic legal, administrative and policy
steps to reduce the demand and supply of
tobacco. Article 11 of the WHO FCTC calls for
signatories to implement large health
warnings with strong pictures as they are more
effective and should be positioned on both the
front and back of each product package.

- The Cigarettes and other Tobacco products
(Prohibition of Advertisement and Regulations
of Trade and Commerce Production, Supply
and Distribution) Act (COTPA, 2003) has been
enacted by the Government of India to
discourage the use of tobacco products.
Section 7 and 8 of the Act, mandate depiction of
specified, rotational warnings including pictorial
warnings, which are legible, prominent and
conspicuous.

- Graphic health warnings are very effective in

wearet ERer

ag-3, 3fFh-9R

WE-209Y o




e 3 TEE go uarel W yer favar ® @t staw
Yferarst oieT T8 §, 98 STeafiies fa=aT st fava § | Hafam arass
for g fofar oo WRRR 3 uerelf W gut fde=r wme |
weATafer ¥ AR ht off qreTen He o geafRunal o s #
wera ferar wIer | 39 Segd ¥ feriedes Satert et <t 8
ST ¢ | 3 SN X SHEHT TN ¥o TRIvTd | Qo Uf9Td ek
TR ThNIcHe: URUTH SEl ¢ |/l 3 UaTell shi @ & o Ufeera
ST RH BT 2 €Tl o 3-8 g Uarell o sATUTRE] hi shalet
3T AT <kt For=aT § 3Td: S 6 T2l ht Futaenrt |ftife &
HEEA B o ST ST STd §U SIS Al Seieh( teh Sehl
TerTereh <IATat oh TR &1 Sig- ST Tad [FEH= 1 HI= =
A AIET ST ST Skl 378 ST theeh X oTS of Sterd e er fau
T 7 | 39 oo <l Tse S 1o 9 STTeiel Gel-uteeht o
AT A § [ARSTHTALT ND TV ST gH STHR YR s @ |
- 3T9iTeh AT
creating awareness about the hazards of
tobacco usage, especially among the youth,
children, illiterate and semi-literate persons.
They also encourage users to quit and prevent
new users from initiating use. Picture health
warnings do not affect the livelihoods of the
farmers or bidi rollers. This is merely a myth
created by the tobacco companies to
circumvent the law and mislead policymakers
and the Government.
- The current health warnings of 40% size on
one side of tobacco packages are weak and
ineffective. They do not communicate the
desired message to users and non-users. As
per Cigarette Package Health Warnings -
International Status Report (2014) published by
Canadian Cancer Society, India is ranked 136,
much below countries like Pakistan, Nepal,
Thailand which have 85%, 90% and 85%
warnings respectively. It is to be noted that
countries ranked beyond 133 have no pack
warnings on tobacco packages, thus making
India's status amongst the bottom 10 countries
in the world. India also ranks last among other
SAARC/SEARO nations who have stronger
graphic health warnings. Appeal for urgent
action from Government of India to review
decision and implement 85% picture health
warnings India has received immense support
for implementation of 85% pack warnings from
victims of tobacco use, doctors, cancer
hospitals, national and state levels health
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organizations, well-known public health
experts, bidi workers unions, women and youth
groups and over 36,000 signed petitions from
general public. Some eminent MPs from across
different political parties such as Ms Supriya
Sule, Rajeev Chandrasekhar, PK Sreemathy,
Baijayant Jay Panda, Prahlad Joshi, among
others, have also written to the Health Minister,
Shri JP Naddaji in favour of 85% larger pack
warnings in public interest. There is immense
public support for our campaign on social media
“LivesBachaoSizeBadhao". Article 5.3 of the
WHO FCTC sets clear guidelines and
recommendations for protection of public health
policies with respect to tobacco control from
commercial and other vested interests of the
tobacco industry. It states that Parties should
"Avoid conflicts of interest for government
officials and employees. Clear rules regarding
conflicts of interest for government officials and
employees working in tobacco control are
important means for protecting such policies
from interference by the tobacco industry".
In view of the above, therefore, we urge the
Government of India not to accept the
recommendations of the Committee on
Subordinate Legislation as they may be biased
and desist from negotiating on people's health.
We appeal to the leaders of our country to stand
committed to India's goal of implementing 85%
pictorial health warnings on all tobacco product
packages at the earliest. This will save millions
of lives of the citizens of this country, who die
daily due to tobacco use.

- Executive Director
Voluntary Health Association of India
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Dear Shri Ashok AryaJdi, Namaste.

1. Many thanks for your kind mail regarding Satyarth Saurabh,
April 2015 issue, an excellent publication. As the editor of
Satyarth Saurabh, you deserve my thanks and gratitude for
bringing out thissuperb publication.

2. | shall be grateful to get the telephone number and e-mail ID of
Shri Udayanacharya ji, author of Din ko sudin (shubhdin) kaise
banavenpublished in Satyarth saurabh, April 2015 issue.

3. It isalso suggested that if approved by you, telephone number
and e-mail ID of authors, instead of their postal addresses, may
kindly be mentioned with the articles in future issues of satyarth
Saurabh so that the authors can be contacted for any clarification
etc. regardingtheir articles. Shubham astu, J.G. Arora
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