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MESSAGE or A PRESIDENT

(Arya Samaj chicagoland )

As 2015 comes
to an end, what
a yearl!lt's been
productive,
tumultuous and
inspiring journey
W this year and as I
WL \/ pause and reflect. I
\% Li&l‘éo' go back to where we
L SukppEY” all started and how far

we have come today.

OUR JOURNEY

The Arya Samaj of Chicagoland has
been promoting Vedic philosophy in
the Chicagoland area over the last 30
years. My family and I came to
Chicago from Burma in June, 1968
with my wife, our young son and
daughter. At that time, there were
very few Indians in Chicago, let alone
temples or mandirs. Mr Ram Goel
started the Geeta Society from his
home (it was later changed to the
Hindu Society and now called the
Hari Om Mandir and Hindu Satsang).
Between Mr. Goel and our family, we
kept havan kunds and Vedic books in
our car trunks, driving long distances
to do havans for special occasions. To
allow more people to come together,
we started monthly havan services in
Oak Park with the Hindu Society
until the early 80s. Around this time,
we joined hands with the Arora family
(co-founders of the Hari Om Mandir)
and started havans at the Hari Om
Mandir every month. In the early
90s, we got the opportunity to buy
and convert an old church in West
Chicago to be the current Arya
Samaj as it stands today. Mr. & Mrs.
K. B. Rai were the main pandits

followed by Acharya Om Dutt. In
1993, Pandit Dilip Vedalankar ji
joined us from Houston until his
recent passing three years ago,
growing the Arya Samaj community
to a strong network in the
Chicagoland area.

WHY IS THIS IMPORTANT? WHAT
IS THE HISTORY?

Founded by Swami Dayananda on
April 7, 1875, the Arya Samaj stood
against any and all discriminatory
practices such as idol worship and
rituals created by the Brahmins to
dominate society, social stigma such
as as casteism and untouchability,
child marriage and forced widowhood,
which were prevalent in the 19th
century, all the way to the struggle for
India's independence. A long list of
revolutionaries has been behind the
Arya Samaj movement from all parts
of India (Punjab, Maharashtra,
Gujarat) including Subhash Chandra
Bose, Lala Lajpat Rai, Swami
Shraddhanand, Pandit Lekh Ram,
Sardar Vallabhai Patel. Swami
Dayanand believed that going back to
the roots of the Hindu faith - the
Vedas — Hindus could improve their
social, political, and economic
conditions.

BACK TO THE VEDAS

Arya Samaj is a reform movement to
revitalize the roots of Hinduism and
the Vedas. In order to re-energize
Vedic knowledge of the four Vedas -
Rig Veda, Yajur Veda, Sama Veda,
and Atharva Veda - Swami Dayanand
wrote and published a number of books,
including Satyartha Prakash, Rig-
Vedaadi, Bhasya-Bhoomika, and
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Sanskar Vidhi. The Vedas date back
to the beginning of Indian civilization
and are the earliest literary records of
the Aryan race. Passed orally for over
100,000 years and in written form
about 6,000 years ago, the Vedas lay
the foundations of the earliest
sciences including medicine,
mathematics, yoga and astronomy.
OUR VISION GOING FORWARD
Hindus today are spread in a wide
diaspora across the world from Asia,

e — %, =
Africa to the Americas. We have

broken across barriers of culture,
economics, religious sects, language
and color, yet the focus has shifted
away from our roots once again —
families and community. Once again,
a revitalizing movement is needed to
come together around universal
principles of truth, spirituality,
community and faith. I urge you at
this important juncture in time, to
get involved and especially involve
our youth in the basic principles of
Hinduism so that as new
generations grow and rise, the
values and principles of the Vedas
that have survived thousands of
years, may serve and support
future generations as well.

Thank You

Many established members of our
community today have served as
early officers of the executive
committee of the Arya Samaj. [thank

them for their earliest support and to
the executive committee members
today, who are helping us build and
take it forward.

With the support of this fantastic
committee, 2015 was a landmark
year for the Arya Samaj! We had a
successful Sammelan in July 2015
with scholars and spiritual leaders
here from all across India. We had
our first ever fundraiser which
brought together close to 400 people
in the community and where we
raised over $45,000, not to mention
the in-kind contributions for the
venue, food, services, raffle prizes
and organization. We came together
as a group and demonstrated how
powerful our Arya Samaj family is
today and can continue to be.

As I approach the dawn of 2016, [ am
excited for what the future holds.
How can we together make 2016 a
landmark year where we increase our
membership base and involve more
children and families into our mix.
For with any institution, we are only
as successful as our youth leaders of
tomorrow.

I encourage each of you to play a role
in building this shared community
through (i) becoming a lifetime
member; (iij one time financial
contribution; and (iiijj sponsoring
future projects (hindi classes, Vedic
classes, senior citizen community
center, etc). But most importantly I
urge each of you to dedicate one
Sunday of this upcoming year
where you personally invite all of your
family and friends to attend the Arya
Samaj so that we may expose more
members of our community towards
higher thinking, higher living.

Happy New Year 2016!

PRESIDENT AND FOUNDER

000 ARYA SAMAJ OF CHICAGOLAND
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