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This year's mahayajna, Mahasammelan

2017 at the Arya Samaj of Chicagoland has a

very special place in my heart. After nearly

6 years without a full time Priest, we have

had the honor and privilege of having

Acharyaji Hari Prasad Kotta, his wife

Lalitaji and 11 year old son Arush amidst us

today, dedicated full time to moving the

Arya Samaj forward. [ welcome them to our

Arya Samaj family in Chicagoland and trust

that they will support the expansion of the

Arya Samaj principles in the

Chicagoland area and

beyond. We have already

started weekly talks from the Vedas, Hindi

classes, Sanskrit classes, and outreach to the

Arya Pratinidhi Sabha of North America

among other activities. More remains to be

done.

Why have my wife and I dedicated our lives

to moving the Arya Samaj of
Chicagoland forward?

In India and America, and

in the tiny nation of

. Burma, or Myanmar, from

% where I originally come,

our countries diversity

is its strength. We live

_in countries where a

grandson of a cook can

become President

(Obama) and son of a tea

seller can become Prime

Minister (Modi) and in

Burma, where Aung San

Suu Kyi, a woman leader

who overcame hardships to

“Be noble to all mankind,
animals and environment”

become one of the most respected names in
the Government. Through this diversity we
have achieved great innovation and
progress.

Arya Samaj is a progressive community
organization that promotes peace, tolerance,
and diversity. Arya Samaj principles are
rooted in the ancient texts of India, the
Vedas, and the oldest scriptures in the world.
Mabharishi Dayanand Saraswati, founder of
Arya Samaj promoted the principles of the
Vedas and its fundamental
message: to do utmost good
and to promote welfare of the
whole world. The Vedas are not to preach
any particular religion but to promote a
spiritual outlook in life.Vedas teach us to
promote physical, spiritual and social
development of all mankind without any
distinction of caste, color, creed, religion,
race or sex.Not just individual progress but
collective, community progress. Be noble
to all mankind, animals and environment.
This message is more important today, then
perhaps ever before.

I urge each of you to make a commitment
today. A commitment to devote part of your
life to community service, community
activities. To supportnot only your families,
but neighbors, friends, even those people
who may never be in a position to return the
favor. The first step in continuing the
progress of our rich culture and diverse
heritage is to continue our tradition of
coming together as a community and
welcoming others to be part of it as well. If
each of the 200-300 active families of the
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Arya Samaj community bring in one new
family to learn about the Samaj this year, we
will double our outreach. And expand the
message of peace, community and harmony.
I thank many of you who have made this
vision of Arya Samaj come through. We will

executive committee members for their
incessant efforts behind the scenes to keep
the vision of our community alive and
thriving. And finally, I thank all the members
and attendees without whose love and
commitment our mission would not be
successful.

On the occasion of my 83rd birthday, Saroj
and I welcome each of you to the
Mahasammelan 2017.
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